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From the Director...

Myra’s Editorial
W

elcome to our winter
edition of our News for
Our Partners. In each issue,
I try to give you a preview of
what to expect in all the pages to
follow. In this issue, I am writing
about a topic that isn’t in this
Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
newsletter but something that
Chief Executive
has affected the Mission and this
Officer
entire community, immigrants
and illegal aliens. Immigrants are coming to the
United States through the proper channels and
illegal aliens are not. This issue has divided our
community. There are so many variables about
the illegals being at the Mission that there is not
enough room to write about them. Many people
are very vocal about their stand about this hot
topic. I have received phone calls, office visits
and written correspondence about people’s
opinions. Some tell me if the Mission is not
supporting the immigrants, they will not support
the Mission. Others have told me that if the
Mission is supporting them they will not support
the Mission. I never want to do anything that
will harm the support for the Mission so these
two opinions have left me in a position of loss.
No matter which way I go, I have people that
are angry enough to withdraw support. This has
been a painful time. I prayed for God to give me
wisdom. At one point, we had an extreme incident
of many immigrants coming to the Mission.
Truthfully, it was overwhelming! There was no
way the Mission could support those numbers.
At that time the entire Yuma border was dealing
with a surge of illegal entries. When we shared
the need we were facing, churches, organizations,
and individuals brought clothing and food to
support the immigrants. We made sure that
those donations were given to the travelers.
All designated donations were given to the
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departments as intended.
I called federal and state government agencies
asking for help. I finally called Mayor Doug
Nicholls and he took action immediately. We had
relief from the surge of people within hours. At
the present, we do not have illegal aliens at the
Mission. We found out that they were passing
along through their “pipeline of communication”
that if they came to the Mission we would give
them plane and bus tickets to where they wanted
to go. This was totally false information!
I believe that we have an obligation to support
the local community first. The homeless, the
addicted, and the poor and needy are those
for whom the Mission was established for and
supported for the past 62 years.
Will we feed the hungry no matter where
they are from? Will we clothe those who are
cold? Will we visit those in the jails or who are
detained? According to Matthew 25: 38-40, Jesus
gives specific instructions on this. “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? When did we see you
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you? “The King will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’ That is why we will continue to
do what God has called us to do at Crossroads
Mission.
Please remember to pray for all of the people
that come to the Mission, the staff, volunteers,
the homeless, the addicted, those who support us,
and those who do not. Thank you and
God bless you!

Around the Mission...

National Recognition
O

n June 2nd, Myra Garlit,
CEO of Crossroads Mission
received The Marilyn Farmer
Women in Leadership Award
during the annual conference
of the Citygate Network in San
Antonio, Texas. The prestigious
award is presented annually
to outstanding women who
belong to the Citygate Network
organizations. This year, it was
also presented to two other female
leaders: Sherry Pitney of Rockford
Rescue Mission, Rockford,
Illinois; and Michelle Porter of
Souls Harbour, Halifax, Nova
Scotia.
Myra’s legacy and dedication
as Crossroads Mission’s leader
since 1997, and her trailblazing
role as one of the first female
Executive Directors/CEOs of the
Network were recognized at the
event. “I am very humbled, thank
you,” said Myra when receiving
the award. The personalized
inscription on the cut glass award
reads, “For showing… Bravery
to speak up amid louder, lower
voices; Deep inner strength to

persist under opposition and
pressure; Steadfastness to see the
plans God has placed in our heart
come to fruition; Capacity to care
for your own family while running
a ministry; Humility to know what
to say and leave unsaid.”

Citygate Network (formerly the
Association of Gospel Rescue
Missions) is an international
organization originating in 1906.
It is North America’s oldest and
largest community of independent,
faith-based crisis shelters and
life-transformation centers. As
part of their efforts to equip their
members, each year, they
host a convention at one
of the member’s cities
where members, such as
Crossroads Mission,
can participate in
affinity seminars,
and networking
with others
across the
country.

proud of our leader! We get to see
her qualities and wisdom everyday
and it does not surprise us that she
received this
award.
May
God
bless
you
Myra!

We are
extremely
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“Happy, Joyous, and Frr
Success Story

S

hamra has a very inspiring
story of hope and resilience.
Before coming to Crossroads
Mission, Shamra says she doesn’t
remember a time in her life when

she was happy - she was using
substances to mask her pain.

Shamra told us, “Before I came
to Crossroads Mission, I
had been using drugs for
like 25 years. I was actually
selling drugs. I couldn’t hold
a regular job and that was
my excuse for continuing
to sell drugs.”
“When I originally
got arrested and was
sent to Crossroads, I
fought it a little bit at
first, and then I finally
surrendered and that’s
where I found God
again. I’ve been on
a spiritual journey
ever since then.”
She says, “I actually
got pulled over and I
had someone in the
car who had stashed
their drugs in my car
and that’s how I got
arrested.”
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“That’s
where I found
my spirituality
again.”

Shamra shares that she
considered herself a Christian
and didn’t want Crossroads
Mission “shoving God down her
throat.” “In actuality I had a bad
internet connection with God. I
had become a holiday Christian.
I was only going to church like
on Easter and Christmas and
I only prayed when I needed
things for myself. That’s where
I found my spirituality again, at
the Crossroads Mission. I’ve
been continuing with that
ever since. I got baptized
through the Crossroads
Mission at the river.
It’s changed my life
completely.”
One of the things
that keeps Shamra
going is seeing
how people are
being inspired by
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re
ree” - Shamra
her journey. “If I can shine bright
enough to attract anybody else to
think that they want what I have,
or think that if I can do it they can,
that’s all I could possibly ask for.”

“I’ve seen so
many miracles
in my sobriety.”

Shamra talks about her
spirituality, “I was raised Catholic
and I went to private Catholic
school and that’s all the life I’ve
ever known. I never went to other
churches or religions and I thought
that I knew God. I don’t think I
ever really knew God until I was
at the Mission. I think that’s where
I had my spiritual awakening after
I did the steps.”

“I don’t think I
ever really knew
God until I was
at the Mission.”

Ever since graduating, Shamra’s
life has changed significantly.
“God, so much has changed
in my life. I repaired my
relationship with my mother. I’m
a grandmother for the first time.
I’m still working on doing some of
my amends. I bought a car. I have
a full time job in care-giving. I’m
the same person in every room. I
don’t have to put on different faces
in different rooms.”
Shamra learned a valuable
lesson about resentment during her
stay. “One of the most important
things that I learned when it comes
to resentments is that if you don’t
forgive other people, God won’t

Sham

ra at
her
gradu Drug Cou
rt
ation

forgive
you. Once I
realized that, I wasn’t
going to be burning in hell for all
eternity because I have a grudge
against someone. Once I realized
that I had to take a long hard look
at all the things I was angry about,
and most of them I had a part in as
well, I’ve forgiven everybody.”
Ever since graduating from the
New Life Program, Shamra has
been doing exceptionally well and
the people around her are noticing.
She continues to make a difference
in herself and the community.

Success Story...

ways to cope.”
She also gives a warning to
those who are still struggling
with their addictions. “Honestly,
in the way things are now, you
can’t trust what you’re getting
from anyone. There have been so
many deaths related to fentanyl.
You don’t ever know what you’re
getting. It really is like Russian
roulette. It’s too dangerous to
do drugs anymore. So if for
anything else than just being safe
for yourself, reach out and ask
for help, because there’s always
somebody here to listen to you.”
By the grace of God, Shamra,
like many others, has changed her
life after completing the programs
at Crossroads Mission. These
programs are funded directly by
our faithful donors. We thank you
for your continued support and for
helping many like Shamra!

“For the first
time, I’m a
productive
member of
society.”

Something Shamra wants
the community to know about
Crossroads Mission, “It’s one
of the best programs there is
anywhere. If you truly want to
change your life and not do drugs
anymore, it’s a great place. A safe
environment with people that
really care about you and they’re
willing to help you learn new

Watch Shamra share her story
in her own words by scanning
this QR code!
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Around Story...
the Mission...
Success

Chad’s Change
B

efore coming to Crossroads
Mission, Chad says his
life was “a wreck upon a wreck.”
Chad was involved in a bad
lifestyle.
In 2009, Chad and his father
wanted a fresh start and decided
to move to Arizona after putting
enough money together. It didn’t
take long for Chad to begin using
again on a daily basis.

Chad tried to keep his drug use
a secret from his wife. Chad says,
“It took control over me after
several years and it got to the point
where I couldn’t hide it no more.”
At the end of 2018, Chad was
arrested. He said, “When I got
picked up and I was released from
jail, I realized that I couldn’t go
home. It hit me
hard. I found
myself pulled
to my knees.
I’d realized
that I’ve lost
everything.”
Chad
remembers
the main
situation
that made
him accept
that he
needed
help.
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“The day that I dropped my boys
off, I gave my oldest 20-30 bucks
and a key to the hotel and dropped
them off at the park and told them
that dad would be back. Basically,
what I was doing, I was making
a run and it was going to be my
last and final, but that’s when I got
popped. That moment I realized
that I decided to choose drugs
over my family and my boys.”
That was the moment where he
felt God was interacting with his
life that led him to where he is at
today.

Chad’s spiritual life has changed
in ways that he could never think
possible. “My spiritual life has
changed in my speech, my actions,
my words, my thought process.
I believe the Holy Spirit is still
working in me, as well as God.
I used to blame everything on
Him, used to push everything on
Him. It was always His fault. But
everything that I ever did wrong
was my fault.”
Something Chad has been
praying for since he got to
Crossroads Mission is for God
to put his family back in his life.
“Behold, He took a bad situation
and turned it for good.” He has
reestablished a relationship with
his brother who he hasn’t seen
since he was a kid. Also, after
three years, Chad has been able to
see his children again.
Chad had some words to say
about Crossroads Mission. “It is
a very God-filled, spirit-loving
place. All of the staff here have
the heart. They have the ability to
reach people in ways that I could
never fathom. When I got here I

Chad with
his sons at
their
HEAT Aca
demy prog
ram
graduation

was
full of hate, but
when I left here, I was full of
love. I was full of joy, happiness,
excitement about life, goodness in
my life. I had a sense of direction
in my life, peace in my life. I had
hope in my life again. I actually
began to feel the love again. I
began to reach out to people to
be of service. I acquired all this
at Crossroads Mission. I am so
grateful and thankful that God
has a place like the Crossroads
Mission where you can come and
you can find a new path in life, a
new way, a new direction. I’m so,
so grateful and thankful for the
Crossroads Mission because they
saved my life.”

Scan this QR code to watch
Chad share his in his own
words!

Ministry...

Faithful Volunteers
P

astor Orlando Garibay and
Pastor Kathy Garibay from
Love of Grace Church have been
faithful volunteers at Crossroads
Mission since 2010. They have
been consistently dedicated to
helping by doing chapel services,
baptisms, and weekend activities,
such as Women of Grace and
Men of Grace with the program
participants and our homeless
guests.

Pastor Kathy told us, “I love
volunteering at Crossroads
because that’s how I was able
to get some of my healing that I
didn’t even realize that I needed.
The girls really inspired me to be
vulnerable... It has taught me how
to minister, how to teach, and how
to engage with a group of women
to share my life with them.” Pastor
Orlando said, “Part of me being
a pastor is being able to share the
love of Jesus with the broken... I
have a heart for seeing men rising
to their potential and becoming
who they should be in Christ.”
Pastor Kathy tells us some of
the stuff they have seen over the
years. “It’s a place where you get
to grow... It makes you appreciate
what God is doing because I have
seen miracles time and time again.
It has been a blessing in my life...
It has transformed our way of
thinking and how to love people
where they’re at.”
Volunteering at Crossroads is
not only a way for them to help
others, but they also benefit in a
personal way when they volunteer.
Pastor Kathy says, “It has helped
me a lot... It has helped me grow
up. It has matured me in my walk

Pasto
r Ka
progr thy baptiz
am p
artici ing a
pant
with Christ.
It has broadened
my love for people in a
magnificent way that I never
thought God would. I love
volunteering at Crossroads
Mission.” Pastor Orlando shared,
“I learn more from them than
I can teach them when I do
chapels... It’s spending time
with them, getting to know what
they’ve been through, getting to
know their struggles and their
hurts. For me that’s important
because it’s not easy for men to
share their hearts. It’s not easy for
them to open up. ”
They shared some words for the
community of Yuma. Pastor Kathy
said, “Crossroads is the best
place to be. I’ve seen how
staff loves their clients.
I’ve seen how they
encourage them. I see
the blessing coming
out of Crossroads
Mission...
There’s love at

Crossroads.” Pastor Orlando says,
“Go down and spend some time
there.. Get to know what they
do down there. There’s a lot
of people giving their time and
sharing their hearts with those
who are broken... Get to know the
people down there, get to know
the leaders, get to know those men
and women who are struggling.”
We are beyond grateful for the
Love of Grace Church ministry
and their continued support for
Crossroads Mission over the
years!
If you would like to volunteer
in any area, please call Barbara
Rochester at (928) 580-4482.

Scan this QR code to watch
Pastors Orlando and Kathy
share this in their own words!

NEWS for our Partners

7

Around the Mission...

National Day of Prayer
E

very year at Crossroads
Mission, we celebrate the
National Day of Prayer. This year,
the theme was “Exalt the Lord
who has established us.”
Prayer is a way for us to have
intimacy with God. The difference
with doing it in a National Day of
Prayer is people unite all over the
nation together to lift up our nation

and cry onto God to pour out His
love, life, and liberty.
At Crossroads Mission, many
of our staff members, board
members, volunteers, local pastors,
homeless guests, and program
participants gather together
for a special breakfast, prayer
time, and an opportunity to take
communion. We take communion

in remembrance of Jesus and
also as an act of obedience to the
commands Jesus gave us.

“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” Then He took
the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for
the remission of sins.” (Matthew 26:26-28)

Baptisms
I

n March, 18 of our program
participants decided to get
baptized! It is amazing to see
people go from hopeless to full of
hope and faith!
When we come to trust in Jesus
as our Lord and Savior, we join
our lives to Christ’s. We embark
on a journey of faith as one with
Christ. We forsake service to sin
and devote ourselves to Christ.
Baptism signifies one’s intimate
identification with Christ.
Usually, people do not come
to Crossroads Mission when
they are at their best. They
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usually come when they are
feeling hopeless, lost, and have
no relationship with God. Many
of them don’t even believe that
God is real. By the time they
graduate our programs and go on
to live their lives, many of them

have come to believe in God and
have established a strong, trusting
relationship with Him. They
publicly declare their new faith in
Christ by getting baptized!

Easter Weekend
O

ne of the most important
Christian holidays is Easter.
It commemorates the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. We are so grateful
for what Jesus has done for us that
we decided to celebrate the whole
weekend!

On the Saturday before Easter,
we celebrated Easter with a
swimming day and an egg hunt
for the children who lived at the
Family Shelter. The kitchen served
hot dogs and chips for everyone
who was in attendance.
On Easter Sunday, we started
off the day with an amazing
Easter message given by our

Around the Mission...

participants were given some time
to spend with their loved ones who
attended. Events like these help in
the reunification of families. It is a
heartfelt reminder of God’s grace
and power.

Ministry Coordinator, Fabian
Valenzuela. Program participants
got to invite their families. This
can be very special to them
because many have not seen or
talked with some of their family
members in years. The kitchen
staff served a delicious pot roast
lunch. Afterwards, program

Thank you for your continued
support and making this important
event possible!

10 Years of Miracles!
T

his year, we were blessed
to be celebrating the 10
year anniversary since the grand
opening of the Family Shelter
building! It was believed that it
would take long to grow into it,
but within the first year we were
already at capacity!

C

ountless women and
families have experienced
life-changing miracles during their
stay in the Family Shelter. We
have seen people from all walks of
life come through our doors, and
we have seen first hand how God
has powerfully worked in their
lives.

All glory to God! Thank you
to everyone who has made
this possible and supported us
throughout the years!
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Community Support...

Thank you, Der Yumans!
D

er Yumans set up the event Volkswagens on
the River that took place during the month of
March. It was a 3-day event with camping at the
Yuma Fairgrounds and also a Volkswagen show held
at the Colorado River. During their event, they raised
$6,733, which they graciously donated to Crossroads
Mission! Thank you so much Der Yumans and
everyone who was a part of the event!

Thank You AEA Credit Union!

I

n our last edition of News for Our Partners, we
shared about a $25,000 grant that we received from
AEA Federal Credit Union and FHLB San Francisco
to use towards our Outreach Services. We are grateful
to be able to announce that we used those resources
to purchase a truck that will be used by our Outreach
Coordinator for all of our outreach efforts! Thank you
so much AEA and FHLB for your generosity and for
choosing Crossroads Mission!

A $15,000 Blessing!

Thank you Cocopah Indian Tribe and City of Yuma!

T

he Cocopah Indian Tribe made a contribution to
the Crossroads Mission during the most recent
Yuma City Council meeting. The resources were sent
to Crossroads Mission by the City of Yuma, just in
time for our seasonal heat wave. It could not come at
a better time! We are using this money to pay for our
daily expenses in feeding people and transforming
lives. Thank you Cocopah Indian Tribe and to the
City of Yuma!
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Community Support...

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
JAN
FEB
MAR
DEPARTMENT
Kitchen
10,793
8,333
11,542
MEALS
Family Shelter
1,118
534
1,020
BED NIGHTS
72
63
74
INDIVIDUALS
10
16
19
CHILDREN
Men's Shelter
1,830
1612
1,726
BED NIGHTS
80
95
92
INDIVIDUALS
Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
41
40
55
ADMITTED
27
27
29
COMPLETED
New Life Recovery Program
13
21
18
ENTERED
3
4
5
GRADUATES
New Way Homeless & Transition Program
17
16
14
PARTICIPATING
Career & Academic Center
50
79
92
STUDENTS
HOURS STUDIED 350.25 556.25 868.75
Giving
CLOTHES
FURNITURE

APR

MAY

12,523 12,234
740

816

68

49

18

8

2,103

2,386

114

139

37

44
29

28
13

14

10

8

15

16

95

84

778

814.25

478

725

753

603

10

30

11

30

36

Honorary Gifts:

Kindly Given By:

All Those Battling Addictions

Julio Castanon

Celebrating Christ our Savior

Stephen Daniels

Joannis Tsairelis

Fotini Martinez

Lynda Lou & William

Carol Sculles

Pat Abson
Peggy Munger

Michele Smith

Raul Lopez

Raquel Lopez

Check us
out on
social
media!

A Gift In Memory Of:

Kindly Given By:

Brad Pollard

Mark Hansberger

Brandon
Chris Hoppstetter

Susan Derifield
Sarah Miller
Sally Hoppstetter
Melinda Graham
Mark Reynolds
Jordan James
Carrie Robertson
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A Gift In Honor Of:

Memorial Gifts:

Pamela Tagonan

crossroadsmission
Crossroads Mission
Crossroads Rescue Mission

Jeffery Polston
Frank M. Sandoval

Brenda Sandoval

Jason R. Sandoval

Kathryn Nelson

Jo Ann Land

Leo Land

John T. Kelly

Denise Carrasquillo

Kent Cumming

Mark & Caroline Smith

Marae

Lori Waldron

Mgysgt. Larry Price

Heather Price

Martin L. King

Brenda Sandoval

Matthew Sykora

Denise Sykora

Roy Wayne Jones Jr.

Linda Mattus

Stew & Bobby Grossberg

Linda J. Grossberg

Susan & Donald Kjerland

Mary Ella Raibolt

Wayne Roy Jones, Jr.

Amy Flick

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones. A
memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer hope
to the needy in the name of a friend of family member.
Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct. We
apologize for any errors that may have occured.

Did You
Know?
With summer temperatures
frequently exceeding 100°F, it
is critical to avoid the heat and
keep hydrated! Crossroads Mission serves as a
cooling station for the homeless and anybody
else who wants to cool off. Come to our Thrift
Store or one of our shelters for a refreshing sip
of water and to relax with us!
NEWS for our Partners
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2nd Chance

THRIFT STORE

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362
NUMBERS
*Operator
on duty 24/7 TO KNOW
Chief Executive Officer
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano
Development Director
(928) 261-9836

The Best Prices in Yuma!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Finance & Cash Donations
(928) 259-5608
Kitchen & Food Donations
Leticia Diaz
Kitchen Coordinator
(928) 328-8604
2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

Credit Cards Accepted!
Schedule a FREE pick up
of your donations TODAY!

(928)

726-0491
Board of Directors:

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester
Community Affairs Director
(928) 580-4482
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Fabian Valenzuela
Ministry Coordinator
(928) 328-8610
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Tours,
Gifts of Goods, Food, Services and Donations of
Working Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester
Community Affairs Director
(928) 580-4482
*Family Shelter - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8611
*Men’s Shelter - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 602
*First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8082
Career & Academic Center
(928) 328-8236
Newsletters & Website
Bryan Valdez
Graphics Specialist
(928) 328-8410

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administrative costs.
Accredited by the
Evangelical Council
of Financial
Accountability. Your
donations are in
good hands with
Crossroads Mission!

Crossroads Mission is
committed to glorifying
God by helping those at
their crossroads of life.

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without
regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible to the extent allowed by law. We are a member in good standing of the Citygate Network and are accredited by the
Evangelical Council of Financial Accountability. We partner with the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (Arizona Complete
Health, Indian Health, Banner Health, United Healthcare), WACOG, Yuma Community Food Bank, and FEMA. We do not solicit door to
door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends and supporters of
Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues or concerns you would like for us
to know about, please contact Azucena Solorzano at asolorzano@crossroadsmission.org, (928) 261-9836.

Member of the City Gate Network
www.citygatenetwork.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Daniel Bombard, Chairman
Summer Mellon, Vice Chairman
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Alex Montoya
Barbara McAleese
Bill Buster
Chad Curry
Larry Wiles
Mark Reynolds
Marce Achen

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Yuma, AZ
Permit No. 110

