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From the Director...

What God Has Called Us To Do
W

elcome to our winter
edition of our News for
Our Partners. In each issue,
I try to give you a preview of
what to expect in all the pages to
follow. In this issue, I am writing
about a topic that isn’t in this
Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
newsletter but something that
Chief Executive
has affected the Mission and this
Officer
entire community, immigrants
and illegal aliens. Immigrants are coming to
the United States through the proper channels
and illegal aliens are not. This issue has divided
our community. There are so many variables
about the illegals being at the Mission that
there is not enough room to write about them.
Many people are very vocal about their stand
about this hot topic. I have received phone calls,
office visits and written correspondence about
people’s opinions. Some tell me if the Mission
is not supporting the immigrants, they will not
support the Mission. Others have told me that
if the Mission is supporting them they will not
support the Mission. I never want to do anything
that will harm the support for the Mission so
these two opinions have left me in a position of
loss. No matter which way I go, I have people
that are angry enough to withdraw support. This
has been a painful time. I prayed for God to
give me wisdom. At one point, we had an extreme
incident of many immigrants coming to the
Mission. Truthfully, it was overwhelming! There
was no way the Mission could support those
numbers. At that time the entire Yuma border
was dealing with a surge of illegal entries. When
we shared the need we were facing, churches,
organizations, and individuals brought clothing
and food to support the immigrants. We made
sure that those donations were given to the
travelers. All designated donations were given to
the departments as intended.

2

NEWS for our Partners

I called federal and state government agencies
asking for help. I finally called Mayor Doug
Nicholls and he took action immediately. We had
relief from the surge of people within hours. At
the present, we do not have illegal aliens at the
Mission. We found out that they were passing
along through their “pipeline of communication”
that if they came to the Mission we would give
them plane and bus tickets to where they wanted
to go. This was totally false information!
I believe that we have an obligation to support
the local community first. The homeless, the
addicted, and the poor and needy are those
for whom the Mission was established for and
supported for the past 62 years.
Will we feed the hungry no matter where
they are from? Will we clothe those who are
cold? Will we visit those in the jails or who are
detained? According to Matthew 25: 38-40, Jesus
gives specific instructions on this. “Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give
you something to drink? When did we see you
a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes
and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you? “The King will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’ That is why we will continue to
do what God has called us to do at Crossroads
Mission.
Please remember to pray for all of the people
that come to the Mission, the staff, volunteers,
the homeless, the addicted, those who support us,
and those who do not. Thank you and
God bless you!

Around the Mission

In Memory Of All Our Friends
M

ost people want to be
remembered fondly when
they are no longer alive. Some
are honored with memorials and
celebrations of their life where
their accomplishments and their
legacies are listed. Sadly, this is
hardly the case when a homeless or
addicted person dies. The homeless
mostly go unnoticed.
At Crossroads Mission we hold
a Friends Memorial each year on
December 21st, the longest night
of the year. We remember people
who have died homeless, those
who have died as a result of their
addiction, and other friends of
the Mission. Every single guest,
program participant, staff, and
volunteer is special to us and we
honor them this day.
This year, we had 229 names that
were read out loud and for whom
a candle was lit and a cross was

hung on a wall. Surely, there are
friends we have not heard about.
Homelessness and addiction
literally cut a person’s life short.
That is why it is so important for
us to get the homeless and the
addicted into our shelters and our
recovery programs.
We invite you to go
to our Facebook page,

CrossroadsRescueMission, to
view the entire recorded memorial.
Thank you for your life-saving
support!

In Loving Memory of

Kenneth Keslar, Board Member
W

e are deeply saddened by the
passing of our friend Ken. He
went to be with our Lord on January
17, 2022.
Ken served faithfully as a Board
Member since October 3, 2016 and will
be greatly missed. He was the Board
Chair for four years. He was a part of
the Fundraising Committee and was
always looking for ways to see the
Mission grow to reach more people at
their crossroads of life.
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Six Days of Life-Chang
Around the Mission...

T

he holidays are usually
considered the best time of
the year. For most people, it is
a time for family and friends to
come together and create beautiful
memories. Unfortunately, for the
homeless and the addicted it can
be the complete opposite. Most
of the homeless community have
no family to go to or even a place
to spend these days. They are
exhausted, dirty, hungry, lonely,
depressed, and even pushed
away by society. These feelings
combined with the COVID
pandemic,
only

reinforce the isolation some
people felt during the holidays.
Here at Crossroads Mission,
we believe that God’s love for
them is just as strong as it is for
anybody else. That is why we
extend an invitation to our 3 Days
of Thanksgiving and 3 Days of
Christmas to those who have no
place to go and celebrate.

kitchen staff, are made with an
extra serving of love and hope!

As you look around, you can
see a variety of special moments
happening at these

The amount of support that
our community shows during
this time of year is astonishing.
It would not be possible to hold
these events without everything
that is donated. Whether it is food,
presents, clothes, money, prayer,
or time, every single thing plays
an important role in the way our
guests experience the holidays
with us.
Our ultimate goal is to bring
people to Jesus by emphasizing
the importance of establishing a
relationship with Christ. We hope
that those we serve feel like they
are part of our Crossroads Mission
family! We make an effort to reach
out to those in need and offer them
our programs that have given so
many an opportunity to a fresh
start.
After so many years, our
menu for the 3 Days has become
somewhat of a tradition. The first
day we serve Mexican food, the
second day, roast beef, and the
third day, baked turkey. All of the
dishes, which are made by the
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3 Days of

Thanksgiving
Served

Delivered

Total

Day 1

406

786

1,192

Day 2

612

775

1,387

Day 3

523

1,435

2,958

Total

1,541

2,996

5,537

Around the Mission...

ing Holiday Events
events. Sitting at a table, you can
see a family having lunch together
after years of not being able to. On
the other side is a homeless man,
who is used to being

ignored by society, being invited
in and finally feeling included and
having a good time. At another
table, parents watch their kids
playing with their new Christmas
gifts. Standing at a booth, you
see a veteran getting help to
receive his hard-earned benefits.
Across the parking lot, an addict
is reaching out for help and being
taken to the First Step Center
to begin his detox treatment for
stabilization. These are only some
of the miracles that are going on
simultaneously at these events.

During the six days, we served
2,869 in-person meals. We also
delivered 5,599 homebound meals
to the elderly, the people who
were not able to make it due to all
the complications that come along
with COVID, and those who, for
whatever reason, were not able to
make it in person. Overall, a total
of 8,468 meals were served!
None of this would be possible
without the generosity of our
donors and without the help
of our reliable volunteers who
were committed to helping
whether they were helping
cook, serve, clean, or by
delivering homebound
meals. God bless you!

3 Days of

Christmas
Served

Delivered

Total

Day 1

462

723

1,185

Day 2

391

560

951

Day 3

475

1,320

1,795

Total

1,328

2,603

3,931
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Around Story...
the Mission...
Success

Life on the Road -

G

rowing up, Jose lived with
his mother and stepfather. He
is the middle child and for some
reason he frequently found himself
in trouble at school. He wanted
to learn but had a tendency to
hang out with the kids that were
smoking and drinking.
Jose says he had his first
taste of beer at the age of 9
and started smoking marijuana
at 12. Eventually, at the age
of 15, he was exposed to
methamphetamines while visiting
family in Las Vegas. “I had
developed a taste for it. I smoked
meth from the age of 15 to the
age of 32,” Jose says. “I also did
heroin, except I didn’t start that
until the age of 27. I started off
smoking it in Tucson. When I
came back to Yuma it was just,
how can I get more of it?”
Jose experienced homelessness
for the first time after staying with
a cousin in Tucson. “The night
life out there, it just caters to the
drug addict and that’s what it did
with me.” After six months of
homelessness, he came back to
Yuma where his drug addiction
and life on the streets continued.
“I was homeless, bouncing around
from couch to

6

NEWS for our Partners

couch, not working, not making
any money and anything that came
into my hands I would sell it for
drugs.”
Jose says he wasn’t the type of
homeless guy that showed up at
the Mission.

“I knew that the
Mission was the place
where people go to get
sober.”
“To me, to show up at the
Mission meant that there’s a
chance that I might get clean.
I might get sober. My life was
getting high. That’s mainly why
I didn’t show up at the Mission. I
wasn’t ready to surrender.”

“I got ‘arrescued.’”
Jose got arrested with drugs and
was facing a felony charge. “At
that point I thought, it’s either
prison or the Mission. So, I asked
for Drug Court and Drug Court
accepted me. From that point, I
never looked back.”
During his stay at Crossroads
Mission, Jose went through a 10day detox, the New Life Program
and the New Way Program. “I
made it a point to focus on what
they were offering and how could
I apply it into my life.” Jose says,
“You got to make a choice, do you
really want this or do you not want
it? I really wanted it so the choice
was easy.”
After avoiding coming to the
Mission, Jose thought, “What took
you so long to get here?” He says,
“I saw what was going on there,
how they were trying to help
people. I participated in groups, I

volunteered whenever I could in
whatever I could, I worked the 12
Srteps that they offer there.”
Jose explains his bittersweet
feelings after moving out of
Crossroads. “When I finally
moved out of the Mission, I
missed the place. I remember
sitting in my apartment thinking,
‘Man, I want to go back!’ Then,
you’re so relieved to actually be
out. It happened at the right time.”
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Jose would like to share some
words for people who are still
struggling like he once was.

“Give yourself
a chance.”

“It’s tough to find the strength
to take that first step and ask for
help. I know for myself, I didn’t
think I needed help. When I finally
got the help, after asking for it,
I was so relieved. There wasn’t
going to be any more sleepless
nights, nights where I went to
sleep hungry. All the feelings of
loneliness, no hope, dread, always
looking behind your shoulder, all
of that was gone.”

“My life is
so much better.”

“I worked some time at the
Mission. I’m a truck driver now.
My family wants me around. It’s

to Recovery
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improved
dramatically. I’m back
in my kids’ lives. These things
weren’t possible when I was
using.”
Jose shared about his experience
while he was working at
Crossroads. “Part of that job is
obviously putting others before
you. You get to see people grow.
It warms your heart. You get to
see these guys who were once
hopeless, go from hopeless to
filled with hope. I want to thank
the Mission for taking a chance
with me. I would recommend it
for anybody who is out there and
looking for a purpose in life.”
His spiritual experience at
Crossroads has changed his
relationship with God. “The
Mission is filled with people who
know the Word of God who are
there to share the Word of God
with you. I always knew there
was a God but what confused
me the most was the idea of the
Trinity: the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. I came to a better
understanding of what the Holy
Trinity was all about. You have the
Father, who loves us, he’s God.
You have the Son, who gave His
life for us because He loves us
dearly. You have the Holy Spirit
that’s there to guide us and show
us how to be godly. These three

are one, and today I don’t live in
fear of anything because if you are
a child of God you are loved. You
really have nothing to fear because
if God is for you, who can be
against you, right?”
Going to the Crossroads Mission
helped Jose achieve many of
his goals, including: holding a
job for a year; graduating Drug
Court; obtaining his CDL driver’s
license; getting a job as a truck
driver; and the most important one
for him, getting back into his kids’
lives.

Success Story...

“I feel like I got this team behind
me, and God has put them all
there, and they all have a special
purpose.”
Jose has a final message to the
community about Crossroads
Mission, “It’s a special place.
From someone who
has participated in the program
and was able to achieve goals, I
just want to thank you personally,
each and every one of you. People
like you are what keeps our doors
open and it just means a lot for me
to be able to thank you for the help
you give the Crossroads Mission.
So, thank you.”

his
Jose and he
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“I have a great support
system. The relationship
that I have with God,
friends, and fellowship,
it all has a special
meaning to me
today. It’s no
longer about me,
you know? I don’t
ever want to let
these people
down. I wouldn’t
of been able
to stay sober
without the help
of everyone
around me,” says
Jose about his
support system.

To see Jose tell his story in his
own words, scan this QR code!
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Community Support...

Jeremy’s Crossroads Ministry

C

rossroads Mission would
not have the impact it has in
people’s lives if it wasn’t for those
who take time out of their lives to
come and teach the Word of God
to those in need. Many people
come here and, for the first time in
their lives, establish a relationship
with Jesus that will last a lifetime.
One of our faithful volunteers
that helps facilitate this is Pastor
Jeremy Dillman from New
Mountain Church. He has been a
volunteer at Crossroads Mission
for over 10 years. Pastor Jeremy
comes once a week to share the
Gospel to the people who are
residing in the Men’s Shelter.

Pastor Jeremy shared that
ministering at Crossroads has been
a huge blessing in his life because
it has helped him find out who he
is. During his time
volunteering,
he has come
across a lot
of people.
“You get
to learn
how to
do what
God has
gifted
you to
do.”
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“Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)

Pastor Jeremy believes that
the Mission has been one of the
most important things that he has
done ministry-wise. “There is so
many people that come through
there and their lives are changed
forever because of what they
have experienced at Crossroads
Mission, and maybe I had a little
piece to play in that.”
Whether it is coming to preach
to the homeless, the addicted,
or even the Crossroads Mission
staff, Pastor Jeremy has always
shown up prepared to put in the
work that God has asked him to
do. Recently, he baptized 6 of our
program participants under the
Ocean to Ocean bridge. While he
was praying with these people
who had made the decision to
get baptized, two homeless
men that were watching also
decided to give their lives
to Jesus and get baptized,
too!
Pastor Jeremy would
like to encourage
people to volunteer

NEWS for our Partners

at the Mission. “For anybody
thinking about serving at the
Mission, in any capacity at all,
you’re a piece in somebody’s
life being changed. You’re a
component in the recovery of
somebody’s out of addiction or
somebody’s life being put back
together. I would say serving at
the Mission is one of the greatest
things you can do, because you’re
serving into people’s lives, and
that’s pretty awesome.”
Thank you Pastor Jeremy for
continuing to be a part of the work
that God does here at Crossroads
Mission.

If you would like to watch
Jeremy share his experience as a
volunteer, scan the QR code!

Community
Support...
Around the Mission...

Jubilee: A Night to Remember
A

most heartfelt thank you to
everyone who attended our
second annual Jubilee fundraiser.
This night was one to remember!
This year’s theme “From
Lower Lights to Greater Heights”
showcased how the power of
Jesus Christ works in the lives of
those whom He has brought to
Crossroads Mission.
The food was deliciously
prepared by the Crossroads
Mission kitchen staff and served
by the program participants. We
had an outstanding performance
by the Yuma Big Band. Also,
there was powerful testimonies
shared by our three speakers who
were once participants in our
programs: Mario Montero, Dan
Bombard, and Angy Bombard.
These compelling testimonies are
a reflection of what God was able
to do in their lives after their stay
at Crossroads Mission.
Praise God for stirring the
hearts of cheerful givers to provide
for the needs of Crossroads!

If you would like to view the
full photo gallery of this event
you can scan this QR code!
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Community Support...

Mission Month & Turkey Drive
S

ince 2015, we have
declared November
to be “Mission Month”
and we do a big push in
our fundraising and food
drives. The goal is to
collect 100,000 pounds
of food and $100,000
in cash donations. We
met both goals in 2019
for the first time. Then
COVID happened and
we did not reach the
100,000 marks, again.
We almost reached our
pounds of food goal,

1,038

95,418 lbs

$166,310

turkeys collected

of food donated

cash donations

and we surpassed the
cash donations goal in
2021. One of the major
sources of pounds of
food collected came
from the KYMA TV
“Share Your Holiday”
annual turkey drive. We
are truly humbled by
everyone’s generosity.
May God bless everyone
who made it possible!

Thank You AEA Credit Union!

A

EA Federal Credit Union is a Federal Home
Loan Bank San Francisco member and through
them we had the honor to be the recipients of the
2021 AHEAD program grant of $25,000! This is a
huge help that will go into our Outreach Services
and play an enormous part into helping people come
to get services at Crossroads Mission. Thank you so
much AEA and FHLB San Francisco for your extreme
generosity!

Thank You NOVA Home Loans!

N

OVA Home Loans chose three agencies here in
Yuma to benefit from their Giving Campaign.
After lots of generous votes from the community,
Crossroads was selected as the first prize winner and
we were awarded the amazing sum of $20,000! We
are very thankful to the local NOVA Home Loans
office for generously entering us as a candidate in
their corporate giving campaign. Thank you also to
every single person that voted for us! God bless!
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Community Support...

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
SEP
OCT
NOV
DEPARTMENT
Kitchen
9,201
9,140
15,278
MEALS
Family Shelter
1,463
1,316
1,603
BED NIGHTS
73
67
85
INDIVIDUALS
22
16
20
CHILDREN
Men's Shelter
1,956
2,075
1,819
BED NIGHTS
148
134
99
INDIVIDUALS
Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
53
50
47
ADMITTED
26
31
21
COMPLETED
New Life Recovery Program
12
20
13
ENTERED
5
9
11
GRADUATES
New Way Homeless & Transition Program
10
11
11
PARTICIPATING
Career & Academic Center
48
83
75
STUDENTS
HOURS STUDIED 270.5 576.75 479.25
Giving
CLOTHES
FURNITURE

DEC
16,873
1,370

Kindly Given By:

Ann Buster

Jim Buster

Brad Pollard

Mark Hansberger

Brandon

Susan Derifield

Brian Thompson
Charles “Uncle Charlie” Craig

Margery Hoenig

Chris Hoppstetter

A.T. Pancrazi Insurance Agency

Terri Frazier
Carrie Robertson
James Jordan

17

Jeffrey Polston
Karen Griffin
Mark Pancrazi

1,476

Mark Reynolds

99

Melinda Graham
Myra Garlit
Sally Hoppstetter

46

Sally Houston

25

Sarah MIller
Sylvia Sass
Tim Terkelsen

16

Chuck Craig

Margaret Dewitt

4

Connie Ray

Kay Ray

Don Laabs

Roberta Knapp

Donald De Young

Betty De Young

Donna Temmersfold

Susan Molyneux

Frank M. Sandoval

Brenda Sandoval

Gayle Lee

Richard Johnston

Jason R. Sandoval

Brenda Sandoval

Jeff Moerke
John Eutsler
John T. kelly

Brenda Moerke
Lenora Eutsler Wood
Denise Carrasquillo

Keith Nelson

Linda Cardoza

Kent Cumming

Mark and Caroline Smith

Laura Burhans

Dennis Burhans

Marae

Lori Waldron

Marisa Guerreiro

Milton Guerreiro

Martin L. King

Brenda Sandoval
Dennis Sykora

15
66
438.75

821

816

679

24

15

14

7

A Gift In Honor Of:

A Gift In Memory Of:

87

946

Honorary Gifts:

Memorial Gifts:

Kindly Given By:

All Those Battling Addictions

Julio Castanon

Matthew Sykora

Bill Peyree

Mike McDermott

Mgysgt Larry Price

Heather Price

Celebrating Chrit our Savior

Daniel Stephen

Nancy Rather

Marvin Rather

Dr. Dorothy Wong

Donna Caffee

Nicole Stoud

Myra Garlit

Elsie Cavanaugh; Jim Shuster; Rick Shuster

Shirley Cramer

Russel Barber

Ronnie Swinehart
Linda J Grossberg

Pamela Tangonan

Stew and Bobbi Grossberg

Rachel Nickle

Timothy Murphy

Susan and Donald Kjerland

Mary Ella Rainbolt

Raul Lopez

Raquel Lopez

Tommy White

Darlene Abdelnour

Rev. Dr. Timothy Brand & Rev Paul Koehler

Allen Applehans

Velma Townsend

Myra Garlit

Peggy Munger
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2nd Chance

THRIFT STORE

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362
NUMBERS
*Operator
on duty 24/7 TO KNOW
Chief Executive Officer
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano
Development Director
(928) 261-9836

The Best Prices in Yuma!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Finance & Cash Donations
(928) 259-5608
Kitchen & Food Donations
Leticia Diaz
Kitchen Coordinator
(928) 328-8604
2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

Credit Cards Accepted!
To Schedule a FREE pick
up of your donations call:

(928)

726-0491
Board of Directors:

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester
Community Affairs Director
(928) 580-4482
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Fabian Valenzuela
Ministry Coordinator
(928) 328-8610
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Tours,
Gifts of Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester
Community Affairs Director
(928) 580-4482
*Family Shelter - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8611
*Men’s Shelter - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 602
*First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8082
Career & Academic Center
(928) 328-8236
Newsletters & Website
Bryan Valdez
Graphics Specialist
(928) 328-8410

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administrative costs.
Accredited by the
Evangelical Council
of Financial
Accountability. Your
donations are in
good hands with
Crossroads Mission!

Crossroads Mission is
committed to glorifying
God by helping those at
their crossroads of life.

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without
regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible to the extent allowed by law. We are a member in good standing of the Citygate Network and are accredited by the
Evangelical Council of Financial Accountability. We partner with the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (Arizona Complete
Health, Indian Health, Banner Health, United Healthcare), WACOG, Yuma Community Food Bank, and FEMA. We do not solicit door to
door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends and supporters of
Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues or concerns you would like for us
to know about, please contact Azucena Solorzano at asolorzano@crossroadsmission.org, (928) 261-9836.

Member of the City Gate Network
www.citygatenetwork.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Daniel Bombard, Chairman
Beverly M. Bryant, Vice Chairman
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Alex Montoya
Barbara McAleese
Bill Buster
Chad Curry
Dr. Joen Painter
Mark Reynolds
Summer Mellon
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