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From the Director...

No Matter How You Spin It...
R

ecently, I read about a new
“spin” on a very old problem.
There are so many agencies and
organizations trying to solve the
homeless problem across the United
States. The newspapers and social
Myra E. Garlit
media outlets are reporting about
M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
Chief Executive
the “homeless” taking over sections
Officer
of cities. Businesses can’t function
normally because of the homeless. Neighborhoods
are riddled with drugs and alcohol which is being
used openly. It’s so bad that people can’t let their
children walk on the streets for fear of getting stuck by
a castoff needle. The homeless have set up tents and
other makeshift “houses” to get out of the elements.
The trash becomes a huge health issue along with
the human excrement. Some cities are putting the
homeless in old motels or taking over sections of the
city to house the homeless. In the effort to help with
this problem, likely the government, has come up with
that new “spin” and are now calling the homeless
the “unhoused” like this will change the problem. In
Mark 14:7 (KJV) Jesus was talking to the disciples
about him not always being with them. However, he
says: “For ye have the poor with you always, and
whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye
have not always.” He said “may you do them good.”
Thank you Partners of Crossroads Mission for your
generous giving which helps us to keep helping the
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homeless, others living in poverty and the addicted.
We will have the poor with us always but we can do
something by giving and serving. Sometimes our work
seems like a daunting task but we will not give up in
doing the Lord’s work. No matter how the homeless are
identified, with your help, we will continue to minister
to those in need. At Crossroads, we continue to see
miracles of lives changed. We see people who move
from being “unhoused” to being housed. We see the
addicted living in recovery and becoming productive
citizens in our community. You are part of the solution
- Thank you! Thank you!
I hope you enjoy our efforts this edition of News
for Our Partners. The Development Department
personnel begin gathering the stories and information
weeks before the deadline for printing. This time
we share with you about Chad and David who were
helped by services at the Mission. You’ll learn about
the Vacation Bible School held for the children in the
shelter and staff children. They learned about Jesus
every day. You’ll read about our outreach services
program exclusively for the homeless. We hope that
you can join us for the Jubilee coming up in October!
You’ll learn about how we continue to clean and
restore the rooms at the Mission. Additionally, on page
11 you can see the number of people we served during
this quarter. PLEASE take time to read everything. It’s
just chalked full of information and facts about how
your dollars support the Mission! God bless you!

November 23-25
11:00am - 1:00pm

Around the Mission...

Vacation Bible School
V

acation Bible School is a fun
program that happens during
the summer vacation months. It is
meant to reach children and teach
them about the Gospel in a fun and
creative place. VBS creates longlasting memories for the kids who
attend and it brings opportunity for
new friendships to bloom.
This year, we had the
pleasure of serving 35
children for two weeks. Each
day they were given a different
Bible lesson and learned about
God’s grace and the Gospel. In the
afternoon, they watched movies,
went swimming in the community
pool, played games, had snacks,
and participated in many arts and
crafts projects.
During
the VBS
Graduation,
we had a lot
of fun-filled
activities.
Fabian

Valenzuela, Ministry Coordinator
at Crossroads Mission, gave a
lesson about the life of Jesus
Christ and afterwards handed out
Bibles for
everyone.
We even had
a student
demonstrate
his skateboarding
abilities.
The whole group performed their
favorite worship songs, and then
they had lots of games to play

with many prizes!
Thank you to Rene Sonoqui,
Family Shelter Director, and her
staff and volunteers who spent
countless hours and effort to
make sure the kids got the best
experience they could have.
A special thanks to Melissa
Taylor, who put together the
curriculum for Crossroads to use
and to The Vertical Church for
donating all of the supplies.
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Around the Mission...

A Celebration!
O

n the 4th of July, 1776, the
Declaration of Independence
was approved. Ever since then,
the 4th of July is celebrated as the
birth of American independence.
Crossroads Mission celebrates
this great event in history and the
privilege of our freedoms.

This year, we had water slides
and jumpers set out for the
children who are living in the
Family Shelter. We also had Rural
Metro come with a fire truck and
make this an unforgettable water
day.

It would not be a 4th of July
celebration without hamburgers
and hot dogs! The kitchen staff
fired up the grill and served this
American staple with a side of
chips. For dessert we had delicious
root beer floats!

Continued
Outreach
C

Events where we celebrate
special days like this are also used
to show the participants that are
enrolled in our recovery programs
ways to have fun without the need
to use drugs or alcohol. The goal is
to create a sense of independence
from the drugs that they have been
dependent on. It’s also a good way
for them to see that they no longer
have to depend on a co-dependent
relationship, or any other type of
lifestyle that can be holding them
back.
If it was not for our donors and
their continued support, events
like this would not be possible.
To everyone who has helped
Crossroads Mission, we are
extremely grateful to you! Thank
you Rural Metro for being there.
God bless all of you!

p
e
d
e
ndence Day
n
I

rossroads Mission continues
to reach out to
the homeless
community
in our
town.
These
efforts
are being
done in
hopes
that they
will want
to come in to
the shelters and
get the services
they need to live
the abundant life that
God intended for them.
Once they come into the shelter,
we are given the opportunity
to help them find the services
they need whether it be medical
services or mental health. The
goal is to teach them transferable
skills that they can use to
become employed. Once they are
employed we can work towards
getting them housing. Ultimately,
we want to help get them in a
home and be able to maintain
their new home on their own. This
is not an easy task but with the
help of our generous donations it
is made possible! Thank you for
being a part of this journey and
helping the community.

HELP Us
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Around the Mission...

Room Restoration
O

ver the years, our shelters
have suffered a great deal
of wear and tear. It has gotten so
bad that we have had no choice
but to begin a restoration process
in some of the rooms in the
Men’s Shelter. These rooms were
previously used for the New Way
Program participants who had full
time jobs but still needed help
getting back on their feet. Last
year, they were repurposed as our
quarantine rooms for men coming
into the shelters who are tested for
COVID 19 upon arrival and have
to wait for a negative test result.
Since we have had to remodel
the rooms, it has been more
difficult to house new guests.
However, the testing procedure is
necessary in order to ensure that

O

n October 16, 2021,
Crossroads Mission
will hold its 2nd annual
Jubilee fundraiser!
It’s sad to say but as
you read in the article
above, the years and
years of wear and tear
are causing the Men’s

everybody residing here is in a
safe and healthy environment.
Thankfully, we were able to
acquire a grant that made it
possible to restore the rooms until
we can build a new Men’s Center.

The rooms are not the only thing
that has begun wearing down.
Many other parts of the shelter are
also deteriorating. Each day, the
need for the new Men’s Center
continues to grow.
The Jubilee fundraising event is
one way to help with the cost of

Shelter to deteriorate. That is why
we are hosting this event to raise
funds for a new Men’s Center. The
event will feature a delicious tritip and chicken dinner with all the
trimmings, and dessert. We will
also have live entertainment by
The Yuma Big Band. Tickets are
$60.00 and a table of 8 is $450.00.

the new building. Even if we sell
out we still will not have enough
but it will give us the momentum
needed to keep going.
If you would like to donate
towards the building of the new
Men’s Center, please contact
Azucena Solorzano at
(928) 328-8013 or

asolorzano@crossroadsmission.org

Thank you for supporting
Crossroads Mission! Your
donations make an enormous
impact in the community!

To secure your ticket go to either
one of our shelters or to the 2nd
Chance Thrift Store. You can
also purchase them online
at crossroadsmission.org, an
additional 75 cents convenience
fee applies when ordering online.
Hurry! Time is running out! If
you would like more information
on this event, feel free to call
(928) 259 - 5608. It will be such
a fun night, we cannot wait to see
you there!
NEWS for our Partners
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Around Story...
the Mission...
Success

Chad: An Absolute C

J

ust a few years ago, Chad Curry
was living a life of despair. In
and out of jail, prison, addicted
to drugs and even homeless for
some time. Chad says, “My life
consisted of getting high, not
being able to hold down a job, just
running around the streets trying
to get my next fix.” He says he
was addicted to any kind of drug
that could numb him from his
thoughts and feelings for almost
12 years.
Chad shared what made him
decide
to
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come to Crossroads Mission.
“It was a build-up of constantly
chasing drugs, going to jail,
prison, in and out. When I got
arrested again, I can’t even tell
you how many times, I finally
decided that I needed to do
something different.”

“...Because the system wasn’t
going to change, the courts
weren’t going to change, the world
wasn’t going to change. So I
needed to take a look at me and try
and give that a chance since it was
the only thing I hadn’t tried to do.”

Crossroads Mission was
something I could never describe.
It’s changed my life in such a
dramatic way that I not only have
a relationship with God, I actually
work at a church now. I have been
on staff at Vertical Church for 4
years now. I’m the Director of
Operations there. I can definitely
trace that back to my encounter
at Crossroads Mission. Because
of the things that I learned at
Crossroads Mission I was able to
get a job at Vertical Church. That
actually opened up the possibility
of not just having a job but a
career.”

During court, Chad asked the
judge to release him to go to an
inpatient program at Crossroads
Mission. “Judge Cruz actually
gave me that opportunity to try
something different. I’ll be forever
thankful for that opportunity.”

Ever since graduating the
New Life Program, Chad has
accomplished many of his goals.
“Going through that process I
have my own home, I have a wife,
I have a beautiful son that just
turned 1 month old.”

Chad also tells us what his
spiritual experience was at
Crossroads Mission. “I really
started having kind of an
encounter at Crossroads Mission.
I became open to the idea of
God and really leaning on Him
because with my own strength
and understanding I couldn’t do
anything but get high. Crossroads
actually opened the door, that I
think was always in my heart, to
allow God to come in and really
do some work in my life
and change my life
for the better.
The spiritual
awakening
that I
had at

“Any goals or
possibilities that I
hoped to achieve one
day when I was in the
program have all been
surpassed.”

“I needed to change...”

Change
Cha
of Life

Success Story...

“I just wanted to stay clean
and have a job and a place to
live. Obviously, God has done
amazing things in my life. I am
truly blessed and forever thankful
for Crossroads Mission and
everything that God has been
able to do through Crossroads
Mission.”
The most important thing that
Crossroads did for Chad was to
help him develop a relationship
with God. “Seeking God and
seeking for His will for my life
opened tons of doors and other
possibilities of things that can
happen.”

“I never had a
relationship with God
before Crossroads
Mission”
Chad has a few words for
everyone who is struggling. “If
you are homeless, if you have a
problem with drugs or alcohol,
if you need resources, I would
definitely recommend Crossroads
Mission. They helped me in every
way. They taught me how to write
a resume. They taught me how to
do a job interview. They taught
me how to not do drugs or alcohol
for the first time in my life, since
I can remember. Anything and
everything that you could think of
to be a productive citizen in our
society and not drain it, and not be
a criminal, and not be strung out.”

“Crossroads Mission
absolutely changed
my life.”

“What God was able to do there, was
absolutely amazing.”
“I would recommend if you’re
struggling with anything, if you’re
homeless, if you’re an alcoholic, if
you’re a drug addict, please go to
Crossroads Mission. It will change
your life.”
Chad’s story is a story of hope.
From just trying to survive to now
living a life full of purpose! If you
are struggling with any form of
substance abuse or homelessness
and are waiting for a sign to make
that change, this is it! Here is an
extraordinary example of what
God can do if you allow Him in
your life. Come to Crossroads
Mission and let us help you.

If you would like to see
Chad tell his story himself
scan this QR code!

NEWS for our Partners
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Community Support...

or
Thank You Yuma For An Extraor

T

he Yuma community has
always been extremely
generous and, even with
everything going on, this
summer was no different. We
are very happy to announce that
Crossroads Mission received tons
of support from many of our local
organizations. These are some of
the donations we received this
summer.

Foothills Bank

Love of Grace Church

Yuma Police Department

American Legion Riders Ch.19

BlueInk Title Agency

The Glow Morning Show 88.1FM

they surpassed that goal and
collected and donated 129 cases!
Thank you to all of the listeners
who participated and to The Glow
Morning Show for organizing this
drive and for all of your support!

Swire Coca Cola and brought in a
huge donation of Powerade. Thank
you, Elks Lodge and Swire Coca
Cola for being so generous to
Crossroads Mission!

Foothills Bank chose
Crossroads Mission as their
charity of choice and personally
presented a check for $2,500!
Thank you so much Foothills
Bank!
The Yuma Police Department
had an interdepartmental challenge
to see which department would
collect the most water to donate.
The results will shock you; they
accumulated an astonishing total
of 3,689.91 gallons! We are so
grateful to YPD!
The Love of Grace Church also
donated a pallet of water bottles
and an additional $257.00! Thank
you Love of Grace Church for all
of your support!
We were also blessed to have
had The American Legion Riders
Chapter 19 visit us and donate
$1,000! Thank you American
Legion Riders Ch. 19!
88.1 FM KCFY’s The Glow
Morning Show organized a
Beat the Summer Heat Gatorade
& Powerade Drive to benefit
Crossroads Mission. Their goal
was to get 88 cases from their
listeners in 30 days. We are
grateful to be able to say that
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After hearing about our
fundraisers on 88.1 KCFY,
Chad Jones, PER, and Sheryl
Christenson, Leading Knight, of
the Elks Lodge made a deal with

Blueink Title Agency also was
in the giving spirit! They donated
a very generous $3,487! Thank
you so Much BlueInk!
All of the children in the Family
Shelter were given brand new

Community Support...

rdinary Summer of Giving!
rd
Rock Church and everyone who
participated in collecting water!

Woodmen Life

FTS Automotive

Community Partners

The Elks Lodge

We are extremely humbled by
all of the help we receive from
the community on a daily basis.
Even with donations as bountiful
as these, the need for water and
other essential items continues
on. Every day, people come to
both of our shelters and thrift
store needing to cool off. At times,
they are near the point of a heat
stroke. We welcome them into
the designated cooling areas and
give them cold water to help them
rehydrate. We offer services to
all of them. Not everyone accepts
them but we continue to do our
best to help them. You play a
huge part in the help they receive!
Thank you for continuing to
support Crossroads Mission and
for helping us help them!
“For there will never cease to
be poor in the land. Therefore I
command you, ‘You shall open
wide your hand to your brother, to
the needy and to the poor, in your
land.” (Deuteronomy 15:11 ESV)

Havasu Christian Church
backpacks by Woodmen Life!
Thank you Woodmen Life!

The Rock Church
you, CPIH, so much!

Dan Mikles from FTS
Automotive also donated
backpacks for the children in the
shelters. Our children are set for
the return to school thanks to you!

Havasu Christian Church
came all the way to Yuma to
donate hygiene items and other
everyday essentials! Thank you
for thinking of us even from miles
away!

Community Partners
Integrated Healthcare joined in
the Summer of Giving and also
donated cases of water. Thank

The Rock Church also
delivered an amazing amount
of water and Gatorades for
the Mission. Thank you to the

For ways to give scan these QR
codes!

Crossroads Mission Wish List

Make a monetary donation online

NEWS for our Partners

9

Around the Mission...

“These People Saved Me”
G

rowing up, David
Silvas, was in and
out of juvenile centers,
foster homes, and
shelters.
During his
adolescence, David
tried drugs but instead
of continuing to use, he
began to sell them. He

eventually went to
prison and had nowhere
to go afterwards and that
is why he decided to go
to Crossroads Mission.
David says,
“I was tired of not
having any stability in
my life and I didn’t want
to spend my life going in
and out of prison like the
majority of my family
members.”
David came in to
the Renewed Life
Program (now
called New Life
Program) in June
10th, 2002.
David says
Crossroads
Mission is the
only reason why
he changed. “A
lot of the people
there, to me,
seemed like they
really cared.
They wanted to
help me. They
gave me all the
tools to be
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successful and to help
me strive. I’ve never
looked back since then.”

these people gave me
a chance. It’s the truth,
these people saved me.”

David shares how his
relationship with God
was before Crossroads
Mission. “I believed
in God. I just didn’t
really believe that God
believed in me. The
whole time I thought
I was doing it on my
own but then I realized I
wasn’t. It was someone
looking after me and it
was God always giving
me the answers I needed
but I always ignored
Him. The only thing
that has helped me get
through it even when
times are hard is God.”

After leaving
Crossroads Mission,
David left to Phoenix
and then back home to
Tucson and got in the
nursing field and became
a Certified Nurse
Assistant.

“I accomplished a
lot because of them
(Crossroads Mission).
If it wasn’t for them
convincing me that I
was worth saving then
I wouldn’t of made it.
Nobody wanted to help a
drug dealer or someone
that went to prison for
robbery. They wouldn’t
even give me a job and

David shared what
the program did for
him. “The program I
was in, Renewed Life,
that’s exactly what it
gave me. It did exactly
what it was supposed
to. They gave me a
different perspective in
life and now because of
that I can help out other
people.”

To watch David tell his
story in his own words,
open your smartphone
camera and point it at
this QR Code!

Community Support...

What Your Gifts Made
Possible:

DEPARTMENT

Memorial Gifts:

JUN

JUL

AUG

8,151

8,772

8,949

BED NIGHTS

1,347

1,667

1,440

INDIVIDUALS

75

65

74

CHILDREN

27

14

21

BED NIGHTS

1,809

1,953

2,227

INDIVIDUALS

104

41

145

A Gift In Memory Of:

Kindly Given By:

Velma Townsend

Dorothy Thompson
Gayle Lee-Schuster
Judith Marks
Karen Brooks
Larry Parrot
Lois Mead
Mark Reynolds
Pamela Sharpe Osterman
Phillip Townsend
Myra Garlit
Thomas Tyree
Joan Magarelli
Mark Pancrazi
Mary Kandels
Phillip Townsend
Myra Garlit

Kitchen
MEALS
Family Shelter

Men's Shelter

Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED

47

50

43

COMPLETED

22

35

23

New Life Recovery Program
17
ENTERED
9
GRADUATES

23

16

10

8

New Way Homeless & Transition Program
PARTICIPATING

9

9

9

Enjoli Magarelli
Jack Pettigrew
Alan Zachman
Gustava Lawrence
Nicole Stout

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have
lost loved ones. A memorial gift to Crossroads
Mission is a special way to offer hope to the needy
in the name of a friend or family member.
Every Effort has been made to assure that all
names are correct. We apologize for any errors
that may have occured

Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS

79

100

93

HOURS STUDIED

518.25

701.75

841

0

0

1

673

706

796

28

7

29

GEDs
Giving
CLOTHES
FURNITURE

Editor’s Note: In our previous issue of News for
Our Partners, we reported there was 0 meals
for the month of May. The correct number is
8,863. Please accept our apologies as we strive
to provide the most accurate information to our
readers. Thank you and God bless you.

Begins Nov 13, 2021
SATURDAYS
SUNDAYS
11/13/2021 - 03/26/2021
9:00am - 2:00pm
Yuma Palms Parking Lot

11/14/2021 - 03/27/2021
9:00am - 2:00pm
Yuma Palms Parking Lot

May go on until April depending on the weather

The Yuma Community Farmers Market is a
Crossroads Mission project.
NEWS for our Partners
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2nd Chance

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362
NUMBERS
*Operator
on duty 24/7 TO KNOW
Chief Executive Officer
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano (928) 261-9836

THRIFT STORE
The Best Prices in Yuma!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Finance & Cash Donations
(928) 259-5608
Kitchen & Food Donations
Leticia Diaz, Kitchen Coordinator
(928) 328-8604
2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

Credit Cards Accepted!
To Schedule a FREE pick
up of your donations call:

(928)

726-0491
Board of Directors:

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Fabian Valenzuela (928) 328-8610
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Tours,
Gifts of Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
*Family Shelter - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8611, Ext. 702
*Men’s Shelter - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 602
*First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8082
Career & Academic Center
(928) 328-8236
Newsletters & Website
Bryan Valdez (928) 328-8410

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administrative costs
Accredited by the
Evangelical Council
of Financial
Accountability. Your
donations are in
good hands with
Crossroads Mission!

Crossroads Mission is
committed to glorifying
God by helping those at
their crossroads of life.

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible. We are a member in good standing of the Citygate Network and are accredited by the Evangelical Council of Financial
Accountability. We partner with the State of Arizona, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA, Banner Health & Arizona Complete Health.
We do not solicit door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the
friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you
want us to hear about, please let us know.

Member of the City Gate Network
www.citygatenetwork.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Daniel Bombard, Chairman
Ken Keslar, Past Board Chair
Beverly M. Bryant, Vice Chairman
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Alex Montoya
Barbara McAleese
Bill Buster
Chad Curry
Chris Hoppstetter
Dr. Joen Painter
Mark Reynolds
Summer Mellon
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