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From the Director...

God's Work At The Mission
D

ear Supporters: Once again,
we are sending out our “News
for Our Partners” newsletter. This
newsletter is just a small version of
what goes on at the Mission. We
are the only rescue mission in the
southwest corner of Arizona. We
Myra E. Garlit
have 261 beds in the shelters and
M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
our stabilization unit, with 100 cots
Chief Executive
Officer
for overflow if needed. Most days
are filled with activity and are often
chaotic. We are a service agency, dealing with people
who need help to change their lives. We stand on
the very foundation of our beginnings, and that is to
help people at the “crossroads of their lives.” We
see miracles every day and we see struggles, as well.
Education, case management services, vocational
training, individual and group counseling, activities,
and family reunification are some of the services that
we offer. It takes special people to do the work that
goes on here. With lots of prayers and support from
the community, Crossroads Mission has continued for
62 years to help people find another way to live. Thank
you for being part of this powerful, life-changing
ministry.

The Tent
If you’ve driven by the Mission lately, you may have
noticed the big tent sitting in the northeast corner
of the Men’s Shelter’s lot. At the peak of the COVID
epidemic, it was evident that the homeless were not
willing to come into the shelter. Many were afraid
of catching COVID. We worked with the City and
County of Yuma to get this tent erected in hopes that
the homeless would opt to stay in it, as an alternative
to coming into the shelter. After becoming comfortable
with the surroundings, we also hoped that they would
decide to come to stay in the shelter to get more
services and eventually housing. It’s a slow start,
but it seems to be working. This is another feature of
Outreach Services and the work that Reyes continues
to do.

Outreach Services
In this issue, we are proud to introduce Reyes
Moreno, who is the newly appointed Outreach Services
Coordinator. Reyes goes into the community looking
for homeless individuals to offer them services, or
fulfill any personal needs that they might have like
socks, shoes, underwear, etc. He has been diligent
in trying to get the homeless off the streets and into
shelters. Crossroads also sponsors the “Just for You”
meetings for the homeless. They are held twice a
month, one day at Gateway Park and the other here at
Crossroads Mission. The kitchen staff prepares special
lunches for these events. During this time of fellowship,
Reyes is observing any case management needs from
any of the participants. Outreach Services is just
another way that Crossroads is making a difference
in our community.

The National Day of Prayer
The last thing that I want to mention is our National
Day of Prayer ceremony. We had members of the
community and staff members offer prayers for many
matters. Prayers were offered for our families, our
military, the area churches, our nation, and many other
important subjects that need our prayers. We took
video of the ceremony and posted it on our Facebook
page. We invite you to watch it and pray along: www.
facebook.com/CrossroadsMissionYuma.
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Success Stories
We are very pleased that Debra and Angel agreed to
be featured in this edition. This mother and son duo
is a testament to what God can do in the lives of the
people that are willing. Their willingness, coupled with
the services at Crossroads, has created great changes
in their lives. You can also go on our website and
watch the video of their testimony.

Thank you
Finally, as always, I must close by thanking all of
you who support Crossroads through donations and
prayers. Thank you for being so faithful!

Around the Mission...

The National Day of Prayer
P

rayer is an opportunity to spend intimate time with
God. It is important to practice prayer because
it brings us closer to God and enhances our personal
relationship with Him. Every year, Crossroads Mission
celebrates the National Day of Prayer on the first
Thursday of the month of May. This year, we kicked
off the ceremony with a delicious pancake breakfast
that our kitchen staff provided. During the ceremony,
staff members, board
members, local pastors,
and other people from the
community, prayed for the
love, life, and liberty of our
nation, among other things.
A participant enjoying his Our homeless guests and
pancake breakfast.
program participants also
took part in the celebration and at the end, everyone
who was in attendance was presented an opportunity
to take communion. Communion is another way to
spend intimate time with our Lord, as it symbolizes His
body and blood. It is also an act of obedience to Jesus’
commands. Communion celebrates the Gospel and for
that reason, we thought there was no better way to end
our ceremony than by remembering the sacrifice Jesus
made on the cross for all of us!

Above: Attendees praying.
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Above: An attendee taking communion.
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Around the Mission...

A Special Mother’s Day
M

any mothers who
have struggled with
substance abuse, addiction, and
homelessness, sometimes feel
like they are bad mothers. Here
at Crossroads Mission, we know
that these feelings are the results
of bad choices. That is why we
try to make the mothers residing
at Crossroads Mission feel
special on Mother’s Day.

Family plays an important
role in recovery for everybody,
but it does so especially for
mothers. Many mothers even
incorporate their family life into
their treatment plan and the way
they work their recovery. Not
only does it feel
good to the
mothers
to

have their children involved
in the process, but it is also
beneficial to the family. It helps
them understand why they are
in such a difficult position in
life. It is also equally important
for mothers to take care of
themselves. It is very significant
to take time for their own health,
wellness, and, in some cases,
their self-esteem. In doing so,
they begin to feel a sense of selfrespect, compassion, and selflove.
For this reason, we collect
donations throughout the year
so that when this day comes, the
women will have the opportunity
to choose from items they
like, such as purses, make-up,
jewelry, and other cosmetics.
This year, the Rotary Club of

Yuma Crossing came and spent
time with the ladies and brought
them all beautiful Mother’s Day
balloons!
We want to express our gratitude
towards our donors who make
events like this possible. Without
their donations we would not
have been able to give all the
mothers gifts, prepare this special
meal, or even house the mothers
and kids in the shelter.

We want to give a special thanks
to the Rotary Club of Yuma
Crossing for donating their time
and attending the event. They
also donated a very generous
check of $2,000! Thank you so
much! Also, thank you to all of
our supporters!

Below: The Rotary Club of Yuma Crossing brought balloons for all the mothers!
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Around the Mission...

Outreach: Just For YOU!
F

or some time now, Crossroads
Mission has been reaching
out to the homeless community
that does not regularly come to
our shelters. Our new Outreach
Services Coordinator, Reyes
Moreno, has been doing a great
job with this. He has frequent
events and meetings with the
homeless around town. The goal
being to invite them into our
shelters to provide them with
services that will ultimately get
them into the workforce and into
their own homes.

Reyes has been an employee at
Crossroads Mission for five years.
Before his promotion to Outreach
Services Coordinator, he
he was a

Men’s Shelter Case Manager and
has helped countless homeless
people, as well as people suffering
from addiction.
There are some common
misconceptions about
homelessness. One that we hear
often is that homelessness only
happens because of addiction.
While drugs can be a major
influencing factor, not all homeless
people are addicts or alcoholics.
In fact, many people become
homeless because of mental
illness. Others have been recently
released from prison or released
from medical care and have no
place to go. Many are actually
veterans who did not have a home
to come back to. That is why
Crossroads
puts on two
“Just for You”
meetings
a month.
Reyes is
the main
host of
these

outreach meetings. One is held on
our main campus, and the other
one takes place at Gateway Park,
where some of the community’s
less fortunate spend their time.
During each meeting, the kitchen
staff provides meals and drinks.
The homeless in attendance are
given hygiene kits, backpacks,
socks, underwear, and other
essential items. They are also
given information about our
shelters, the services we provide,
and other local resources that they
may benefit from.
May God continue to guide
Crossroads Mission and our
donors to help those in need.

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends
to the Lord, and he will reward them
for what they
have done.”

(Proverbs
19:17)

For more infomation on the
Just for You events or Outreach
Services contact:
Reyes Moreno
Main: (928) 783-9362
		
ext 211
Direct: (928) 328-8038
Mobile: (928) 503-0774
rmoreno@crossroadsmission.org
NEWS for our Partners
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Around Story...
the Mission...
Success

“I Have a Real Life N
D

ebra Alvarez came to the
Mission as a single mom of
two teenagers. Today, her youngest,
Vanessa, is 16 years old and her
oldest, Angel, is 19. Originally
from Fresno, Debra worked in
food service for 25 years until she
got sick at work and was forced to
retire early. Debra says, “I wasn’t
used to being a mom, I wasn’t used
to being home, I didn’t want to be
home. So, I started drinking because
I wasn’t happy and didn’t want to
be home. That’s when it all started.
I lost my house, I was homeless,
we lost all our stuff, their (her kids)
dad got deported. That’s when I
started using drugs. Angel and
Vanessa were growing up around
everything.”
Growing up
with 12 siblings,
Debra didn’t
have faith in
God. She
was mad
at Him
because
she used
to pray
for her
brothers
and some
of them
have
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passed away due to suicide,
hepatitis-c, and other drug-related
issues. Things got worse for her
when they died. There was fighting,
use of meth, and disrespect to her
kids. After an incident with her kids
in the place they were staying, she
told everyone they were leaving but
nobody believed her, including her
kids. She proved them wrong.
They left by train but ended up in
the Los Angeles hospital because
Angel got sick. Debra says she
thinks he got sick because of anxiety
over all the problems they were
going through. While they were in
L.A, she reached out to someone for
help but nobody helped them and
she asked the kids if they wanted to
go back. They didn’t. They wanted
to keep going with her, and see
where life would take them. That is
how they ended up in Yuma at the
Family Shelter and things began to
change.
Debra says, “The family shelter
helped us and got us clothes and
gave us a place to sleep and stay. We
have been here since. They brought
God in our lives and talked to us.”

“They brought God in our
lives.”
At first, she was a guest until
she decided to join the New Way
Program; a residential program
designed for the homeless to
transition into the workforce
and their own homes. “I went
to the groups, education,
learning during groups,
talking helped me out
a lot, went to classes in
education and talked

to counselors. I started being open
because I couldn’t talk at first, but
they taught me to get through what
happened. They really helped me
out a lot.”
“I feel like I owe Crossroads
Mission something because they
gave my kids love. They made
them feel loved. I see the kids are
different. Angel has really grown
up and he wants to take care of us.
A lot has to do with him being in
the Men’s Shelter. I owe it all to
Crossroads Mission: our house, I got
a donated car. We even got baptized!
I really started believing that there
was hope.”

Now”
Now - Debra
“I really started believing
that there was hope”

Debra talked about how their
experience was during Christmas.
“The best Christmas they (her kids)
had was when Crossroads Mission
had that Christmas (event) one year.
They could not believe how much
stuff they got. They were so happy.
They said they never had a good
Christmas like this”
She also shared how she was able
to finally stop smoking. “You know
one thing that’s funny? Rene (the
Family Shelter Director). You know
how you’re not supposed to smoke?
I was smoking since I was 13 years
old. I quit smoking because I was
tired of her saying ‘Go to the corner
to smoke’ I did. I quit smoking.
Nobody could believe that I finally
quit smoking.”
Debra expressed that she is grateful
because Crossroads is willing to
help. “They help everybody. The
vouchers, the clothes for people that
don’t have nothing on the street.
They feed them, give them a place
to stay. If it wasn’t for them we
wouldn’t be here.”

kids because they didn’t trust me
for nothing. Now, it’s just all better.
Everything is better. I have a real
life now.”
Debra and her kids have not had
an easy life. They had to go through
a lot in order to get to where they
are today. Now, Debra has a job
working for Crossroads Mission
at the Second Chance Thrift Store.
She is able to make ends meet to
keep the home for her and her kids.
She was given an opportunity to
start a new life with her kids and
she took it. This is one of the many
families who have been able to build
a new future with the help of God
and Crossroads Mission. Thanks
to the donations from our faithful
donors, we are able to help people
experience God’s love and mercy
through our programs.

Success Story...

If you would like to see Debra tell
her story in her own words, go to
the Crossroads Mission Youtube
chanel or scan this QR code with your
smartphone.

“I have a real life now”

“If it wasn’t for them we
wouldn’t be here.”

“It took a long time to get all of
this back. All the love from my

NEWS for our Partners
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Around the Mission...

A Son’s Perspective
A

ngel Ignacio, 19, the oldest
of Debra’s two kids, was 17
years old when they first arrived at
Crossroads Mission. He stayed in
the Family Shelter with his mom
and sister but when he turned 18
he decided to go stay in the Men’s
Shelter. This is how his life has
changed since he got to Crossroads
Mission.
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Angel says that before Crossroads,
his life was not how he expected
it to be. “It was a dark place. It
was bad overall. When I got to the
Mission, at first I didn’t want to be
there, but it grows on you once you
start getting involved and meeting
new people.”
Angel’s life growing up was not
the average life for a teenager.
“Before I went to the Mission, I
was homeless. My mother was in
another rehab place, my sister was
staying at a sanction (sanctuary).
And me, I was staying in our car
that wasn’t running at the time, in
front of my grandmother’s house.
We ended up getting a place but we
didn’t feel comfortable there. So,
we ended up moving to Arizona and
that’s how we found out about the
Mission.”
“Almost everything changed.
Where I was at, I used to never get
stuff for the holidays. When I got
here, I actually experienced that.
It was a feeling that I never had
during my teenage years. Growing
up at an early age you don’t get
to experience stuff that a teenager
usually goes through.”
He shares what he learned while
being at Crossroads. “I learned
a lot being at the
Mission, like being
more grown
Scan this QR
and taking
code to watch
Angel tell his
story!

responsibility for my actions. When
we were in California, I didn’t really
have a role model to show me. I
didn’t have anyone tell me, this
is the wrong way to make money
and this is the right way to make
money. When I got here, people
were showing me and I started
catching on, this is the right way to
make money is with paychecks, not
other ways.” When he went to stay
at the Men’s Shelter, Angel started
working as a seasonal laborman in
the agricultural fields to help his
mom and sister.
His spirituality has also improved.
He says, “When I was at my old
place, I didn’t really care about
religion. I didn’t believe in anything
like that. Being here at the Mission,
it wakes you up. There is a God and
He does work.”
During his stay at the Mission,
when he was not working, Angel
was going to school online. “One
goal that I accomplished, I’m going
to be able to graduate this summer.
I actually have a date that I’m going
to be graduating this year. Another
one is just growing up. Now I got to
take care of my family.”
When asked how his life is
different today, Angel said, “It’s way
different. We put all our pasts to
the side and all of our bad ways are
flushed out of our system. We are
new people and better people.”
Angel finishes with this message:
“To the people who want to come
but are afraid to come, that’s just
a wake-up call for you. If you’re
ready to come and change, come to
Crossroads Mission. We are always
ready for people who are in need
of help.”

Around the Mission...

More Baptisms! The Tent
E

very three months, Crossroads
Mission has a baptism
ceremony at the Colorado River,
under the Ocean-to-Ocean Bridge
at Gateway Park. Some guests and
program participants do not know
God when they first get here. After
hearing God’s Word through our
daily devotions and chapel services,
many of them embrace God’s
forgiveness and love and begin a
relationship with Him. They then

are given the opportunity to make
a public declaration of their new
relationship with Christ by being
baptized.
In June, 10 people decided to take
this step of obedience to Christ. We
are so happy that they decided to do
so! This is what Crossroads Mission
is all about. It is amazing to see lives
transformed by God’s grace and
power. Please keep everyone at the
Mission in your prayers.

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
(Acts 2:38)
Below: The ten people who were baptized along with Fabian Valenzuela
(Ministry Coordinator), Myra Garlit (CEO), and Danny Koolick (Case Manager).

Bids for a Mission
Fundraiser

At the beginning of June, we had our
very first online auction fundraising
event. We auctioned off many items that
were categorized by: entertainment,
collectibles, transportation, dining,
camping, sports, and furniture. We
want to say thank you to everyone who
participated, and congratulations to
all the top bidders! Stay tuned on our
social media accounts for an update on
our next event. May God continue to
bless all of you!

It is no surprise that COVID-19
has sparked fear in some people.
That fear has even spread within
the homeless community, causing
them to not want to come into
shelters. Because of this, we have
set up a 36ft x 18ft tent outside
of the Men’s Shelter. Crossroads
Mission worked alongside the City
of Yuma to be able to acquire this
tent through a grant from FEMA.
We are seeing the hard work pay
off as some guests start utilizing the
tent. This could be their first step
out of homelessness. Thank you
to everyone who was involved in
making this possible!

We are still collecting items for our next
auction! Want to help?
Please drop off auction items with:

Barbara Rochester
Community Affairs Director

944 S Arizona Avenue, Yuma
(928) 580-4482
brochester@crossroadsmission.org
(Office located at the main campus)

Azucena Solorzano
Marketing & Development Director

550 W 8th Street, Yuma
(928) 261-9836
asolorzano@crossroadsmission.org

(Office located at the Thrift Store building.)

NEWS for our Partners
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Community Support...

Thank You Camarena Law!
T

hroughout the years, we have received continuous support from Camarena Law. We want to express
our gratitude towards Mr. Camarena for always being willing to help, and for the $5,000 he recently
donated. His charitable donations always make a difference in feeding the hungry and housing the
homeless. We send you our most sincere thanks!

Thank You
SouthWest
Street Scene
2.0!
W

ith the temperatures rising and people
seeking refuge, Crossroads Mission has
been in need for water. Our campuses are also a
cooling station for the homeless, that is why the
need is ongoing.
A local car club, SouthWest Street Scene 2.0,
collected about 300 cases of water to donate to
Crossroads.
The club organizer, Richard Guzman, told KYMA
why they decided to help the Mission. He said,
“We’re from Yuma, so, it’s better to help and
support our locals. We got to give back to our local
community, be a part of our local community, and
help our local community in every way.”
We are extremely grateful for their help. It
could not have come at a better time. Thank you
SouthWest Street Scene 2.0 and all of it’s members!
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Going Live!
W

e are going back to live, in-person events
this year! So, save the dates on your
calendars.
During the month of October, we will be having
two live events. Our annual Jubilee fundraiser will
be held on the 16th of October. The Jubilee is an
anniversary celebration of the the impact we have
made in the community.
The other event going on in October is the Road to
Recovery conference. It starts on a Friday night, and
continues for most of Saturday. It is a conference
with many guest speakers from our community
and it’s surrounding areas. Stay tuned on our social
media channels for the dates and more details.
Two of our biggest events are always our 3-Days
of Thanksgiving and our 3-Days of Christmas. We
are happy to announce that this year we will be
having both of these celebrations! We are also still
working on the details of these events, so stay tuned
to our social media and our fall newsletter to be in
the know. Thank you to everyone who donates and
volunteers during these times to make these events
possible! God bless all of you.

Community Support...

What Your Gifts Made
Possible:

DEPARTMENT

Memorial Gifts:

MAR

APR

MAY

9,797

8,915

0

BED NIGHTS

1,150

1,187

1,349

INDIVIDUALS

66

59

58

CHILDREN

9

7

14

BED NIGHTS

1,263

1,636

1,482

INDIVIDUALS

80

75

97

Kitchen
MEALS

A Gift In Memory Of:

Kindly Given By:

Charles Cheatham
Lois Britain
Michelle “Shelley” Shook

Delores Delpino
Sue Willen
Amber Lee
Annette Kratzer
Diana Bovey
Elizabeth Colegrove
Frank Bedoya
Julie Battenfield
Sylvia Herrera
Victor Nelson

Family Shelter

Men's Shelter

Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED

49

46

40

COMPLETED

28

28

25

New Life Recovery Program
18
ENTERED
8
GRADUATES

13

16

8

7

New Way Homeless & Transition Program
PARTICIPATING

18

19

12

Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS

76

73

81

HOURS STUDIED

601.25

678.75

586

GEDs

0

0

0

743

519

2216

16

20

21

Giving
CLOTHES
FURNITURE

Nancy Lutes Weber
Natividad “Nati” Lopez
Theresa, Wayne, & Wes
Nelson
Your Family

Honorary Gifts:

Brenda Moerke

A Gift In Honor Of:

Kindly Given By:

Lissa Gonzalez

Helen Osborn

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones.
A memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer
hope to the needy in the name of a friend of family member.
Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct. We
apologize for any errors that may have occured.

Did you know?

With summer temperatures
commonly over 100°F, it is
important to stay out of the
sun and to remain hydrated!
Crossroads Mission works as a
cooling station for the homeless
or for anybody that needs to cool
off. Come to our Thrift Store or our shelters to
have a cold drink of water and refresh yourself with us!

STAY HYDRATED
DRINK WATER
NEWS for our Partners
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2nd Chance

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362
NUMBERS
*Operator
on duty 24/7 TO KNOW
Chief Executive Officer
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano (928) 261-9836

THRIFT STORE
The Best Prices in Yuma!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Finance & Cash Donations
(928) 259-5608
Kitchen & Food Donations
Leticia Diaz, Kitchen Coordinator
(928) 328-8604
2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

Credit Cards Accepted!
To Schedule a FREE pick
up of your donations call:

(928)

726-0491
Board of Directors:

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Fabian Valenzuela (928) 328-8610
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Tours,
Gifts of Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
*Family Shelter
(928) 328-8611, Ext. 702
*Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 602
*First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8082
Career & Academic Center
(928) 328-8236
Newsletters & Website
Bryan Valdez (928) 328-8410

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administration costs
Accredited by the
Evangelical Council
of Financial
Accountability. Your
donations are in
good hands with
Crossroads Mission!

Crossroads Mission is
committed to glorifying
God by helping those at
their crossroads of life.

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible. We are a member in good standing of the Citygate Network and are accredited by the Evangelical Council of Financial
Accountability. We partner with the State of Arizona, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA, Banner Health & Arizona Complete Health.
We do not solicit door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the
friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you
want us to hear about, please let us know.

Member of the City Gate Network
www.citygatenetwork.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Daniel Bombard, Chairman
Ken Keslar, Past Board Chair
Beverly M. Bryant, Vice Chairman
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Mark Reynolds
Summer Mellon
Chris Hoppstetter
Alex Montoya
Barbara McAleese
Dr. Joen Painter
Chad Curry
Bill Buster
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