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A Sample of What We See...
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M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
Executive Director

erry Christmas and Happy New Year from Crossroads Mission! Even in a time of
great need, we are truly blessed! This winter seems so much colder than the past
few winters. One indicator is the homeless who are coming into the shelters to seek help.
At one point we ran out of blankets and coats for men, women, and children. KSWT,
Channel 13 and Rural Metro held the “Blankets from the Heart” annual coat and blanket
drive. We received approximately 5000 coats and 5000 blankets. Burlington held its
annual coat drive and gave Crossroads another 100. Carlos Garza and his mother
Stephanie had a month long coat drive that brought in over 500 coats. It seems that
every time the need is great, donors come through in a grand way.
While keeping people warm, it is also important to keep them fed. KYMA (Channel
11) and the Walmart on Pacific Avenue and the Walmart in the Foothills held the annual
turkey and food drives. Approximately 1200 turkeys were donated. There was a total of
17,600 pounds of food donated during this drive.
November is our annual “Mission Month.” This year our goal was to raise $100,000
in cash and 100,000 pounds of food. We are very excited to report that the cash total was
$102,355. The total pounds of food collected was 81,642. We are very thankful for the
blessings that the donors bestowed upon us.
Getting the News for Our Partners out is always a challenge but we are glad to share
the news of many of the things that have happened at Crossroads. The feature story is
about a man who has participated in the programs at the Mission and eventually was
able to move out on his own. Other reports in this newsletter include a baby shower,
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and our annual Homeless Birthday party. I hope that you
enjoy reading about the events that happen at the Mission.
This spring we are looking forward to the 60th anniversary of Crossroads. On
February 9th, we will have a Country Lovin’ Hoedown at Britain Farms. For more
information go to Crossroads Mission’s website, www.crossroadsmission.org or follow us
on Facebook.
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November Mission Month

Crossroads would like to thank everyone who donated during the month
of November for Mission Month. Because of your generous spirit, we
were able to exceed our goal of $100,000 in cash donations! Such
donations help to feed and clothe the homeless and those in need. We
hope to continue to recieve your help throughout the next year. May God
bless and watch over you all!

Totals: Food - 81,642 lbs. Cash - $102,355

In the Community...

60 Years and Counting!
T

he past 60 years have seen a lot of
change in the world. We have also
seen many changes to Crossroads Mission
in those same 60 years. From changing
locations to opening a thrift store and
expanding our programs, much is different
from when the Mission first came into
being.
Crossroads Mission, originally Lower
Lights Rescue Mission, was founded in
1959 by four men with a vision to help those
in need. With just $50, a coffee maker,
and a lot of prayer, these four men set the
foundation for what Crossroads is today.
They had a simple motto: “Soup, Soap and
Salvation.”
Since its modest start, the Mission has
grown a lot over the years. In 1991, it
moved to its current location, and in 1993
the name was formally changed to better
reflect what Crossroads Mission does.
1994 saw the opening of the first Family
Shelter that was able to house 50 women
and children. Through prayer, perseverance

and the help from the Yuma community a
new Family Shelter was opened in 2012
to allow the mission to assist even more
families in need. We still offer soup, soap
and salvation, but now we offer so much
more! Crossroads also provides educational
vocational training, G.E.D. assistance
and a comprehensive substance abuse
rehabilitation program.
Crossroads continues to move forward
and strive to make a difference in the lives
of those in need. Our next goal is to build
a new men’s shelter. The current facility
has housed many people throughout its
existence, but it is now overflowing. With
prayer and your help, we hope to see this
dream become a reality in the near future.
Despite all of the changes in the last 60
years and the changes to come in the future,
Crossroads Mission remains dedicated to
its ultimate goal of helping people in need.
With your help and the love of Jesus Christ,
we continue to seek to “Glorify God by
helping those at their crossroads of life!”
NEWS for our Partners
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Special Events...

it
The Seasons of Gratit
T

hanksgiving and Christmas
are some of the biggest
celebrations at Crossroads. This
year was no different with 4,935
meals served during Thanksgiving
and 4,789 served during Christmas
.The first day guests enjoyed a
Mexican meal of enchiladas,
rice, and beans. The second day
featured a hearty roast beef meal,
and on the third day,we served the
traditional turkey, stuffing, and
mashed potatoes. Of course, it
goes without saying, there were
delicious desserts to go
with the meals
each day!

4

NEWS for
for our
our Partners
Partners
NEWS

Of the nearly 10,000 meals
served, almost half of them were
home-delivered to homebound,
elderly and frail individuals who
were unable to make it to the
Mission. Volunteer drivers picked
up the meals from the kitchen
and delivered them all around the
community.
There was more than just food to
be found at the Mission during the
holidays. The Veterans were here,
providing blankets, backpacks
and much more to the men and
women who served our
country. There was
entertainment each
day by different local
bands, and even
dancing by a group
of visiting Filipino
teachers!
Crossroads
believes strongly in

family reunification, even more so
during the holidays. Many people
who hadn’t seen their loved ones
in weeks or months got the chance
to spend time with the people most
important to them.
None of this would have been
possible without the community
support that Crossroads received
on a daily basis; the volunteers
who arrived early to help make
the homebound meals; the drivers
who delivered those meals; those
who served the main course and
desserts; and everyone else who
cleaned tables or helped out.
Each and every volunteer plays a
part in making Thanksgiving and
Christmas a joyful time for others.
We are deeply grateful for all the
help we receive throughout the
year. We continue to ask for that
help in the future. God
bless you all!

tude and Giving
tu
Right - Volunteers preparing
homebound meals
Below - Just some of the
thousands of homebound
meals sent out during
Thanksgiving and Christmas

3 Days of Thanksg

2018

iving Meals

Lunch

Day 1

Homebound To
tal

913

Day 2

716

881

Day 3

736

874

1,629

1,617

815
1,689
5 Meals!!!

Grand Total = 4,93

3 Days of Christm

2018

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Lunch
711
777

907

as Meals

Homebound To
tal
786

767

1,497

1,544

841
1,748
9 Meals!!!

Grand Total = 4,78
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Christopher Claypole - Do
A

ddiction affects people of
all ages and circumstances.
The disease of Alcoholism was
no different, catching hold of
Christopher at a very young age.
Christopher, now 41, was asked
to tell some of his story. “I was
a pretty bad alcoholic, I started
drinking at the age of 6 and right
to the point where I had to have
alcohol to function as an adult and
then drugs ended up playing into
that in the end.”
With alcohol affecting him from
such a young age, there was no
chance for Christopher to have
what people would consider a
‘normal’ childhood. “I was
pretty seclusive and didn’t
have a lot of interaction with
people in general because
of my drinking” stated
Christopher. He prefered to
stay away from people and at
home where he didnt have to worry
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about anything but getting his next
drink.
Christopher was asked to expand
further and tell us just what his
addiction did to him. In the end,
it cost him his family, job, money,
house, his marriage, and even
his children. “Pretty much my

“I
got to a point where I was
very low on myself and my
self esteem was very low.
I wasn’t happy.”
integrity” said Christopher.

Christopher knew there was help
and he knew about Crossroads. “I
was led there before, I kinda knew
that when I was led there, there
was something to it, but I wasn’t
ready to be there.” It took more for
him to finally come to Crossroads,
getting tangled up with the law and
probation before he finally realized
he needed help in his life.
“It was a point of brokenness in
my life. I was at a point I wasn’t
happy and I didn’t know what
to do. Probation played a part
in it. They were leading me to
Crossroads Mission. I just had to
let it take.”
In Christopher’s case, it took
more than once going through

oing
oi The Next Right Thing
Crossroads Mission’s New Life
Program. As he points out,
“The first time I went through
the program, I made it all but
a few weeks. The first time I
realized it was a good program,
but there were some things I was
still holding on to that I wasn’t
willing to let go of. One being
a relationship.” Any distraction
from a person’s recovery can
lead to relapse and far worse, as
Christopher tells it. “Anytime

you have someone who
is drinking or using, it
definitely makes it a lot
harder to do so (stay
sober).”

On his second time through,
Christopher successfully
completed the New Life
Program. Christopher then joined
Crossroads’ New Way Program
and continued to work on himself

for almost 2 years. “I wanted to
make sure I had a firm foundation
to continue on with the rest of my
life,” he explained.
Christopher was asked what his
short term goals had been when he
was in the program. “Staying

clean, helping other people
and continuing to do the
next right thing on a daily
basis.” He was putting his
recovery first in his life to make
sure he didnt have any further
relapses.
“I learned that Crossroads was
there to help me and I learned how
to let it help me. By me helping
other people, it continued to allow
me to grow and become a better
person,” stated Christopher. He
was able to reconnect with his
family, especially his mother by
applying what he learned in the
programs.
Christopher also saw a change in
his spiritual life as a result of living
a different life. When asked about
this, he talked about a point that
he had felt like Jesus had a hand
in his recovery. “There was a day
a few years ago that several of the
people at the Mission made hot air
balloons and released them. The
day that we did that, I felt some
release in my life. I felt like some
things had gone away that had been
holding me down for a long time.”
He eventually obtained his own
Video:
Follow this Quick
Reponse link to
see Christopher
tell his story in
his own words

place aftering putting in the time
and effort. “I did the legwork at the
library, going to the meetings and
doing the things in order to get a
house. I’m very fortunate to be in
my own place today.”
“I believe now, through CRM
and through doing the different
things, I feel I have a lot more
interaction with the community
and feel part of it.” Christopher
no longer avoids people but enjoys
the company of his friends and
goes to community events, such
as parades. He continues what he
started at Crossroads and goes to
church to maintain his contact with
Jesus.
Christopher’s long term goals
right now put his recovery first,
but he also seeks more. “Either
continue my education or get
some type of employment. I’m
dealing with some medical
issues, but I hope to have some
closure on those issues soon.”
He continues to move forward in
his life and recovery. “I want

to continue going in the
right direction. I have
to keep my recovery first
and help other addicts and
alcoholics.”

He also has words of hope for
those who may be seeking help
at Crossroads. “I would let them
know that the drugs and alcohol
don’t have to be a part of our
lives. If they give it a chance,
there could be a miracle in their
life.” Christopher continues to
experience and recogonize these
small miracles in his life everyday.
May God continue to bless him
and lead him down the right path in
his life!
NEWS for our Partners
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Around the Mission...

A Birthday for All!
W

hen you had your last birthday party, could
you say you had 200 people who attended?
Well, the people staying at Crossroads Mission
most certainly can! On the last Sunday of August,
Crossroads celebrated EVERYONE’S birthday with
the biggest birthday party of the year. For many
of our guests, this is the only time their birthday is
acknowledged.
It is a joyful occasion where everyone is special.
A delicious barbeque chicken dinner was served
to all in attendance, then, the birthday cake and ice
cream was brought out. There were also gifts for
everyone - purses for the ladies, care packets for the
men, and toys for the children. Most importantly,
everyone was given the gift of
compassion and love.
Crossroads continues to
serve those in need and help

them to see that their lives are important, no matter
their background. None of this is possible without
your help, though!
We ask for your continued help and support to
rescue those in need and help them to feel the love
of Jesus. God Bless you. We hope to see you at
next year’s party!

Left - A young boy enjoys
his chicken dinner after
receiving a brand new
toy truck during the
party
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Around the Mission...

Breaking Every Chain
W

hen a person comes to Crossroads for help,
it’s never on their best day. Whether they
are struggling with losing their job and home, or
confronting their addiction to drugs or alcohol,
everyone who comes to Crossroads is at a low point.
Often, these struggles can feel like chains that bind
them and hold them down.
For the last 4 years, Crossroads has held a recovery
conference called the Road to Recovery. This
conference has a theme that the workshops and
groups are based on. This year, “Breaking Every
Chain” was the main focus of the Road to Recovery.
Crossroads is dedicated to helping people recover
from whatever is ailing them, whether it be mental,
physical or spiritual. With the Road to Recovery
this year, our focus was to show those in
attendance that they CAN break those
chains and bonds. We want them
to have hope that things WILL get
better and that they can rebuild their
lives through perserverance, prayer

and the help of Jesus Christ.
The conference was attended by over 200 people
this year. It all kicked off with music and praise by
The Hope Center. Then, the main speaker, Robert
Ornelas, encouraged everyone to never give up and
to continue seeking help. The next day there were
workshops, groups and more speakers - each with
a message about a different ‘chain’ that could be
binding a person.
To end the conference, each person was asked
to write something that they were struggling with
on a small piece of paper. These papers were then
burned to symbolize the breaking of the chains those
struggles. Then, there was a group prayer for each
person to continue seeking God’s help in all things.
Crossroads continues to move forward,
helping people to break the chains of
addction and homelessness. We are
looking forward to the future and hope
to see you all next year for the “Road
to Recovery!”

NEWS for our Partners
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Community Support...

Thank You
Camarena Law!

C

rossroads thanks Candy Camarena for his
donation of $3250 dollars for our Christmas Meal. His donation allowed us to serve
over 1700 meals to those in need on Christmas Day. God Bless You Candy!

W

C

rossroads thanks Gowan Milling for their
generouos donation of $10,000 to the
mission. We are very honored to have been
selected by their staff this year. May God
continue to bless them!

A Baby Shower at Crossroads

hen she first arrived at Crossroads, Kristian
had little more than the clothes on her back
and a small suitcase of belongings. She came
seeking help to get her life back on track and
to break free from her addiction. She was eight
months pregnant.
Kristian decided to stay at Crossroads and
entered our New Way program. She had
absolutely nothing at all for the impending
arrival of her baby. Hearing about this, Executive
Director, Myra Garlit, put out a call for help and
started planning a baby shower to surprise
Kristian.
The response came, and it far exceeded any
expectations! Other guests helped decorate
for the baby shower. Staff members from
Crossroads helped out with baby clothes, diapers
and wipes. Some people from the community
provided blankets, bottles and other useful items.
Kristian even received a brand new stroller!
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Thank You
Gowan Milling!
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Kristian was overcome with emotion at the
outpouring of help and support. “I never
expected anything like this at all,” she said as
she thanked everyone. God truly does provide for
everyone in their time of need, moving the hearts
of his children to help. May God continue to look
out for Kristian and her new baby in the days to
come. Thank you to all who helped!

Memorial Gifts:

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT

JULY

AUG

SEPT

OCT

NOV

Kitchen
MEALS

14,359

13,581

12,445

13,183

16,897

Family Shelter

A Gift In Memory Of:

Kindly Given By:

Nancy Hook

ATP And Associates LLC

Scott Bowling

Charles Craig

Evan Anwyl

Debi Dowdy

Mildred McNeel

James Frame

Glen French

Glen French

Thomas Hayden
Cynthia Pyree

CarolHayden
Aileen Hopely

BED NIGHTS

2,559

3,037

3,098

3,315

2,087

INDIVIDUALS

96

113

99

116

132

Tim & Mrs. Howard
Carole and Roy McCoy

David Howard
Laurie McCoy

CHILDREN

32

41

23

36

44

Jerry & Margaret Warby

Doral McPherson

Cynthia Cross Peyree

Russell Tyndall

Men's Shelter

Winsor Arms HOA

BED NIGHTS

2,086

2,524

2,354

2,198

2,009

INDIVIDUALS

148

153

155

154

130

Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED

44

43

32

44

32

COMPLETED

24

35

26

32

18

ENTERED

13

21

25

27

16

GRADUATES

9

7

8

7

4

53

49

53

42

40

STUDENTS

126

158

145

142

116

HOURS STUDIED

599

1079.5

548

701.5

557.5

GEDs

0

0

0

1

1

CLOTHES
FURNITURE

6,875

11,795

6,360

7,271

13,190

31

20

23

46

52

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost
loved ones. A memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a
special way to offer hope to the needy in the name of a
friend or family member.
Every effort is made to assure that all names are
correct. We apologize for any errors that may have
occurred.

New Life Recovery Program

New Way Homeless & Transition Program
PARTICIPATING
Career & Academic Center

Giving

During Thanksgiving, Gilbert
Taeger, Crossroads’ Spiritual
Counselor, reported that 66
people who had stayed at the
Mission this year accepted
Jesus Christ as their savior! We
praise God for touching their
hearts and hope to see many
more recieve his mercy in the
coming year!

Please remember Crossroads Mission’s
special prayer requests:
•
But thou, when thou prayest,
enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to
thy Father which is in secret;
and thy Father which seeth in
secret shall reward thee openly.
—Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share
your prayer requests with
us on our website. You may
also call us or write to us.

•

•

Our outreach projects and special events

That we may reach the many people who need services through our
outreach efforts and special events and that they accept our help.

An increase of donations

That our in-kind and financial donations increase to continue the
many services that we offer. (in-kind donations are donations of
goods such as food, clothing, blankets, furniture, etc.)

All the people involved with Crossroads Mission

Please consider helping us
with some basic needs:
•

Food for our pantry: fresh
produce, canned vegetables,
beef, chicken, sugar, etc.

•

Socks & underwear (new) for
men, women, and children—in
all sizes.

•

Toiletries, towels, laundry
soap

All of our clients, guests, volunteers, Board members, staff,
and staff family members.

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer. —Romans 12:12 (NIV)

NEWS for our Partners
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2nd Chance

THRIFT STORE

NUMBERS TO KNOW

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362
*Operator on duty 24/7
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano (928) 261-9836

The Best Prices in Yuma!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Finance & Cash Donations
(928) 259-5608
Kitchen & Food Donations
(928) 328-8604
2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

To Schedule a FREE pick
up of your donations call:

(928)

726-0491

Board of Directors:

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Gilbert Taeger (928) 328-8610
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
*Family Shelter
(928) 328-8611
*Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 100
*First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8082
Career & Academic Center
(928) 328-8236
Newsletters & Website
Mark Tawzer (928) 246-7956

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administration costs
Accredited by the
Evangelical Council
of Financial
Accountability. Your
donations are in
good hands with
Crossroads Mission!

Alex Montoya
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Francisco Heredia
John Minore
Ken Keslar, Chairman
Mark Reynolds, Vice Chairman, Past Chairman
Mary Cordery
Ralph Williams
Robyn Stallworth-Pouquett, Secretary
Seth Miller
Summer Mellon

Crossroads Mission is
committed to glorifying
God by serving those at
their crossroads of life

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible. We are a member in good standing of the Citygate Network and are accredited by the Evangelical Council of Financial
Accountability. We partner with the State of Arizona, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico Integrated Health. We do not
solicit door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends
and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you want to
hear about, please let us know.

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions. www.agrm.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Credit Cards Accepted!
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