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Because of YOU!
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Because of you we were able to provide services, meals, clothing,
blankets, coats and a blessed Christmas to many homeless and
needy people on Christmas Day. Because of you, children had
smiles on their faces and didn’t have to face a Christmas without
presents. Because of you, men, women, and children had a sense
of hope. Because of you, Crossroads was able to reach out to the
homeless and help them. Because of you, we had over
250 volunteers who were willing to sacrifice their day
to help feed and serve the homeless. We served over
3,000 meals on Christmas Day. Thank you! Thank
you for caring. By your generous giving of in-kind
goods, services, and cash donations we continue to
serve people who are neglected, abused, and often
ignored. Your generosity gave hope to hundreds.
During the Thanksgiving and Christmas season,
your food donations will last for the next months
when donations become scarce.
Thank you for having a kind heart.

“Just like God, He never fails us”

W

Myra E. Garlit

M.Ed., LISAC
Executive Director

elcome to our winter edition of News
for Our Partners. In this edition,
you’ll find news of our Thanksgiving and
Christmas celebrations. You’ll read success
stories of people who have received services
and are now living lives filled with gratitude
because of the changes they were able to
make with some assistance. Many agencies,
groups, clubs, and schools helped Crossroads
with food, cash, and clothing. We store the
food from the food drives and will use it
during the coming months.
From October through New Year’s,
Crossroads entire facility is busy. The days
pass so quickly, that Christmas usually slips
up on us. This year was no exception. At
times, I wondered if we would be able
to meet the needs of those who came for
help. Just like God, He never fails us. On

Christmas Day, I was in awe of the volunteers
who showed up to serve. People were
genuinely happy to sacrifice a few hours out
of their day to help the homeless and needy.
I am always amazed at the generosity of our
community.
I want to send a special thanks to the adults
who know the importance of teaching children
to be of service. Otondo School for example
has a teacher who knows about giving
and passes it on to the entire school. Mr.
Etherton organizes the student council to do
a school-wide food drive. I enjoyed seeing
the enthusiasm of the children when we went
to pick up the food. With over 1,100 cans of
food, these students are learning the value of
caring for the poor and needy. My hats off to
the many clubs, schools and organizations that
help the children learn about their future. ♥

Join us in the celebration of our 50th
ANNIVERSARY on March 20th! We have been
helping the community of Yuma since 1959 and
we want to kick-off a year's worth of anniversary
activities with this big fundraising event!

I lay me

down to sleep...

March 20th, 2009
Yuma Civic &
Convention Center
Dinner starts at 7 PM
With special guest speaker
MIKE YANKOSKI
Author of "Under
The Overpass"

Reservations are now being accepted. Ticket prices are $25 per person or $200 for a table for 8.
Call Bill Donnelly today at (928) 210-4525
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Though we were forced to move our
celebration inside on the 2nd day because of
rain, we still served over 3,500 meals during
the 3-Days of Thanksgiving!
Our now traditional menu was flavourful
Mexican food for the first day, delicious
roast beef on day two, and succulent turkey
on the third day. We had plenty of desserts
and drinks, thanks to our volunteers and
donors.
We brought our entire stock of clothes and
shoes from our thrift store, and blankets,
jackets and more from the many drives we
have had throughout the year. Most of our
guests went home with a free change of
clothes, a jacket, and a blanket!
This year we were pleased to have
several agencies and organizations join us
to provide services. Cenpatico of Arizona
was there. This is the State’s Regional
Behavioral Health Authority for this area.
This professional, helpful, agency helps
people find assistance for a wide range
of mental health issues and support. The
Humane Society of Yuma sent a veterinarian
and staff to the event to give rabies shots
and to schedule appointments for spaying
or neutering the homeless folk’s animals.
Yuma City and County Housing Authorities
were there to help people find permanent
housing. The Veteran’s Administration was
there handing out clothing, shoes, and other
items to our homeless vets.
We had a great celebration thanks to you!!!
The 3-Days of Thanksgiving
Day 1 Meals

Day 2 Meals

Day 3 Meals

879

1,231

1,420
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Q&A's with Wayne
QA
QA

Did you participate in one of CRM's programs?
Yes, me and my wife both went through the
treatment program for four months

What was your life like before coming to CRM?
I was a meth addict. I was stealing, lying and
doing anything I could to get my drugs. I
neglected my family and myself. I had no relationship
with a Higher Power and I was spiritually broken.
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QA

How is your life different after CRM?
I was reunited with my wife. I have my
children back and since then I was blessed
with a baby boy. I have my own house, a great job,
and I'm a level one counselor and continuing school
to get my degree. My wife has her level two but has
since changed her major to nursing. I have a spiritual
program and I have a relationship with Jesus Christ. I
now have goals and I have a positive outlook on life.

QA

What brought you to CRM?
Both me and my wife were put on probation
and had to complete the treatment. I also had
lost my children to Child Protective Services.

QA

What has CRM done for you?
CRM has given me my life back. They
helped me and my wife get back together and
gave me a foundation to be a man of God and a better
husband and father. It gave my wife Audra a chance to
be a better person and mother.

QA

What would you say to others about CRM?
Crossroads Mission saved my life and gave
me hope for my future. If you have a problem
let them help. Give them a chance.

And the 2008 winners are...
Each year Crossroads
Mission goes through the
difficult task of selecting
winners for the yearly
recognition awards.
The 2008 Employees
of the Year winners
are: Heather Berry,
Finance Coordinator;
Mike Gietzen, Kitchen
Supervisor, and Claudia
Lugo, Program Assistant.
Heather is responsible for
payroll and all accounts,
Mike supervises hands-on
at the kitchen, and Claudia

4

works in the New Life
Recovery Program and helps
with paperwork and much
more. Congratulations and
thank you all for your great
work!
The 2008 Department
of the Year was awarded
to the Kitchen. The staff
and many volunteers at
the kitchen served an
amazing 141,197 meals
in the 07-08 fiscal year!
Awesome job!
Finally, our Volunteers
of the Year for 2008

are Butch and Sherry
Crane. They work countless
hours, day after day, at the
kitchen. They are dedicated
and really good at what they
do. We are grateful for all
their help and commitment
to Crossroads Mission THANK YOU!

Kitchen
Department

Claudia & Hea

ther

Mike

Butch &
Sherry

"The Mission Saved My Life!"

I

It was eight years ago, back in 2001,
that Eddie first came to Crossroads
Mission. He is a graduate of the New
Life Recovery Program. He visited us
for our Thanksgiving feast and we had
the opportunity to chat with him and
learn about the wonderful things that
God is doing in his life. Here is what he
told us:
Before coming to Crossroads Mission
I thought I was living a good life. But I
lost everything, my house, my pride. It
wasn't until I came here I learned about
the Word of God and I realized that I
was dead. I left all drugs behind and I
started to live. When I came here and I
learned about God, they saved my life.
If it wasn't for God and the Mission I
would not be alive. I will be grateful the
rest of my life.
Since I left the Mission, just by not
being on drugs and alcohol doors
opened. I got my Commercial Driver's
License and a good job. I now earn $16
an hour, and I don't say this to show off
but to emphasize the change of being
clean and sober. Now, I am a valued
member of society and I am welcome

everywhere. Thanks to God I found
a wife and we got married. Now, my
kids live with me, I have a house, and
everything has been happiness. There’s
no comparison from my life before.
Through God's wisdom I can face all
problems. Before, I would run from
them and cover them up with drugs and
alcohol. Today I see life differently, I
see it as beautiful. I can admire flowers
and birds. The only way to appreciate
all this is by being sober and by having
Christ in your heart.
I used to see everything as dark and
ugly, but I was the one that was dark
inside. I thank God that He has taught
me to fight temptation. I remember what
my life was like and that helps me to not
want to use again.
I am forever thankful to the Mission
and I recommend it to everyone, to give
themselves a chance, to give themselves
four months, your life depends on it.
They do a good job, they save lives!

But thou, when thou prayest, enter
into thy closet, and when thou hast
shut thy door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and thy Father
which seeth in secret shall reward
thee openly. —Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share
your prayer requests with
us on our website. You
may also call us or write
to us. Please remember
Crossroads Mission’s
special requests:
• Our outreach projects
and special events

•

•

That we may reach the many
people who need services
through our outreach efforts
and special events and that
they accept our help.

An increase of
donations

That our in-kind and financial
donations increase to
continue the many services
that we offer. (in-kind
donations are donations of
goods such as food, clothing,
blankets, furniture, etc.)

All the people involved
with Crossroads
Mission
All of our clients, guests,
volunteers, Board members,
staff, and staff family
members
Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer.
—Romans 12:12 (NIV)

Eddie &
his wife
Guadalupe

Please consider helping
us with some of our basic
needs:
•

Food, for pantry.

•

Socks & underwear (new) for
men, women, and children—in
all sizes.

•

General toiletries, personal
care items, and bath towels.
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What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT

JUL 08

AUG 08

Memorial Gifts:

SEP 08

Kitchen
MEALS
11,726
Family Shelter
BED NIGHTS
682
INDIVIDUALS
46
CHILDREN
13
Men's Shelter
BED NIGHTS
3072
INDIVIDUALS
99
New Life Recovery Program
ENTER PROGRAM
10
GRADUATES
5
Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS
60
HOURS STUDIED
651
GED's
1
Serenity Complex
BED NIGHTS
283
INDIVIDUALS
12
Harmony Home
BED NIGHTS
93
INDIVIDUALS
3
Giving
CLOTHES
1,825
FURNITURE
56

Thank You!

TO YOU!!! For your support during
the last three months We could not
have done the many special events
and provided as many services
without your help.
Our promise to you is one of
accountability, transparency, and
good stewardship.
Did you know that for every
dollar you donate to Crossroads
Mission, only 3 cents are used for
administration costs?
We are careful on how we spend
because it's not our money - it's your
money, and God's money!
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12,094

11,705

603
41
8

782
43
7

3395
110

3779
126

15
8

18
4

68
612
3

73
574
2

248
8

200
8

93
3

106
5

1,279
73

1,760
74

In Memory Of:

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost
loved ones. A memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a
special way to offer hope to the needy in the name of a
friend or family member.

Clayton Campbell.......................... By Karen Campbell
Joanne Brown................................. By Harry Powell
Lillie Lee......................................... By Charles & Sharon Craig
Matt Lohrenz.................................. By George T Gallaghee
......................................................... By Charles & Sharon Craig
Veronica Aznarez........................... By Jon & Tammy Heidrich

Gifts in Honor:
A Gift in Honor to Crossroads Mission is a great way
to honor a special person with a gift that will help the
needy. Honor gifts make great birthday, anniversary, or
recognition award gifts.

In Honor of:
Laurie McCoy................................. By Raymond & Carole McCoy
Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.
We apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

Everyday hundreds of people take showers at
Crossroads Mission, hundreds of dishes are
washed, and many loads of clothes are washed!
Though we try to be as conservative as possible,
our December water bill was
$7646.34! Thank you for your
help and support! We do what
we do because of you!

Thank You!

Thank You!

To the quilting ladies from the Gila
To Helen Hockenbury for her donation
Mountain United Methodist Church for
of hand-made Christmas socks. These
their yearly donation of hand-made quilts! were a big hit with all guests, especially
God bless you!.
the children!

Drives, Drives, & More Drives!
T

his quarter we were blessed with many drives from the
community. We had food drives, turkey drives, blanket
drives, socks, and coat drives! We depend on your donations
and we just can't survive without them. We don't have a
picture of all but we sure do want to thank everyone of you
who organized, participated, or donated to a drive to benefit
Crossroads Mission. May God bless you richly!!!
The turkey drive called "Share Your
Holidays" from KYMA brought in more than
800 turkeys to our freezers! We had plenty
to cook our Thanksgiving and Christmas
feasts and we'll sure be eating turkey
throughout the year. Thank you!
We thank Burlington Coat Factory for their
One Warm Coat® drive, and KSWT (pictured
below) for their awesome blanket and food
drive. Your efforts are already helping many
have a warmer winter - God bless you!

A big thank you to the children at Otondo Elementary School,
and Mr. Etherton, who organized a very successful food drive.
We're proud of their efforts and support! Student Council
representatives and Myra Garlit pose with some of the food
collected: Jonathan Parrish, President; Halie Rodriguez, V.P.;
Cassandra Yee, Sargent of Arms; Kyle Kempton, Treasurer; and
Dana DeLaRosa, Secretary.

Thank You!

Thank You!

Thank You!

To the Yuma Southwest Contractors
Association for their generous donation
of $1,000. God bless you!

To the Yuma Association of Realtors for
their generous donation of $1,000. God
bless you!

To Yuma Farmers Agents Community
Sponsorship for their generous donation
of $1,000. God bless you!
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Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 726-0491, Ext. 15
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Sam Knight (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 726-0491, Ext. 17
Development Director
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, Planned
Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Bill Donnelly (928) 210-4525
Special Projects Coordinator
Bill Esmeier, Sr. (928) 726-0491, Ext. 22
Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer Groups,
Service Clubs & Community Service
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 20
2nd Chance Thrift Store & Pick-up Line
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 18

Advisory Council:

Dennis Krill, Chairman

Mike Shelton, Chairman

Ema Lea Shoop, Vice Chairman

Allen Brown
Atilio Giangreco
Betty Denise
Betty Furtwangler
Billy Badilla
Caryl Stanley
Charles Craig
Connie Hannafin
Craig Crossland
Dana Davidson
Dennis Sorrels
Donna Perrott
Ema Lea Shoop
Francisco Galindo
Frank Irr
Frank Orendain
George Davis
Jerry Tams

Rev. Rick Seltzer, Secretary
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Tom Mannan, Past Chairman
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter
Gene Dalbey
Ralph Williams
Robert Ponce
Tom Anderson

Thrift Store
2291 E. Palo Verde St
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Administration Offices
(928) 726-0491
Career & Academic Center
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31
Harmony Home - Women’s Transitional
(928) 783-5906
Family Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30
Main Campus
(928) 783-9362
Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13
New Life Recovery - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22
Serenity Housing - Men’s Transitional
(928) 783-5642

www.crossroadsmission.org

To Schedule a FREE pick up of
your donations call:

726-0491
Extension 18

Video
Store

WalMart
Center

Rolle
School

PALO VERDE ST.
Zamora
KIA

Find Quality Items at a Great

2nd Chance

Price!

The purpose of Crossroads Mission is to help disabled, disadvantaged and disenfranchised individuals and families
achieve a better quality of life. We are a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of
Yuma County without regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format
and reasonable accommodations available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and
organizations. All contributions are tax-deductible. We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue
Missions. We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of Arizona. We do not
solicit in front of stores or door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly
publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter.
If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us know.

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions. www.agrm.org

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Joan Day
John McMarran
Judi Hipp
Lenora Werley
Lois Galyardt
Lynette Toepfer
Maggie Elmer
Mary Shane
Mike Friends
Paul Bensel
Renee McRay
Rick Parr
Robert Hayworth
Rose Hill
Sonya Grimaldi
Tim Conovaloff
Sam Day
Stewart Bradshaw

2ND CHANCE

PACIFIC AVE.

NUMBERS TO KNOW

Board of Directors:
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