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3 Days of

A Hand-Up
Season’s
Greetings to
everyone. I
visited the
Men’s Shelter
last evening
during the
evening
meal.
Myra E. Garlit When I
M.Ed., LISAC
Executive Director drove up
to the front
of the shelter, I was struck with
the number of men who were
outside the front of the shelter.
Many had eaten and were talking
or waiting for bed sign in. A man
in a wheel chair called to me. He
was probably in his early to mid
sixties. He wanted to tell me how
much he appreciated the shelter.
He said that he was very weak and
could not work any longer. He
was hopeful that he was going to
be better in a few days and go back
to work. I asked him to check
in with the doctor at our health
clinic because he had a place on
his face that looked like cancer.
He replied that he was sure it was
but he probably wouldn’t stay that
long. I recognized the young man
who spoke to me next. I hadn’t
seen him for a while. He told me
that he had been to prison for two
years and he was so glad to be out.
He said that he was thankful for
the Mission and that he had some
place to go. He had been through
our recovery program, had relapsed
and paid the ultimate price for that
relapse. He had been job hunting
and was sure that he would be
called the next day. He wants to
pay child support. There were more
than 100 men in front of the shelter
this night. Many wouldn’t have
a bed but would sleep on mats in
the chapel to get away from these
cool desert nights. Every man had
a story. Yes, some of them accept
their way of life but most of them
want to make a change. That’s
what we do here at Crossroads is
offer men, women, and families
solutions. We call it “hand up not
a hand out.” Thank you for giving
this past year. We are truly grateful
for each of you!
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Celebration!
C

hristmas is a big celebration at Crossroads
Mission. So big that we can't do it all in one
day. In 2002, we expanded our Christmas and
Thanksgiving festivities from one day to three days.

At the 2005
celebration

Since then, we have held the 3 Days of Celebration.
During the first day we serve a delicious Mexican meal,
on the second day we serve a roast beef banquet with
all the trimmings, and finally on the third day we offer a
traditional turkey meal.
Just as we did in the Thanksgiving Celebration, this
year we expect to serve approximately 1,800 meals in
three days. It's a lot of work and preparation. These are
our biggest events of the year. There is no doubt that
without the help of our volunteers and supporters we
would not be able to take on such huge endeavors.
Our sincere thanks to our many caring friends that
support us!

The Season for Giving
A special thank you to our many friends who shared with
Crossroads during this Season of Giving! One of those
friends is KCFY FM 88.1, Christian radio station. Their
goal was to collect a ton of coffee and they successfully
collected more than 600 cans for us. Thanks to them we
had plenty of coffee during the Thanksgiving celebration
and plenty more! (Right: Greg Myers from KCFY & Gordon
Block from Crossroads pose with some of the coffee.)
Look inside to find out how others are also giving.
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In the Fight Against
Methamphetamines
M

onths ago,
several agencies
banded together to form
a community coalition
to combat the plague of
methamphetamines in our
community. Crossroads
Mission was one of those
agencies. Together, they
formed The Meth Nuke
Group.
As part of their
commitment to inform about
the dangers of the drug, the
Meth Nuke Group held a
conference at the Martin
Luther King building on
October 19, 2006. About
200 concerned citizens
and professionals attended
the conference. In it, five
committees were formed to
continue the fight against
the very addicting, very
debilitating drug.
Crossroads Mission

supports this worthy project
because we see the suffering
on a first-hand basis. Now,
you are invited to participate
as a committee member on
any of the committees. The
committees are Prevention,

Education, Treatment,
Enforcement and Victims.
The committees will be
meeting in the near future to
continue this battle for our
children, spouses, and loved
ones who fall prey to the use

of this drug.
For more information on
these committees or if you
would like to sign up to
participate on one of them,
please call Susie at
726-0491, Ext. 10.

The Opportunity to Give Back at CRM
“My name is JoeAnn
Marcantel and I’m a 48 year
old recovering drug addict. I
spent 15 years actively using
until I was arrested almost
four years ago. My mother
helped me in acquiring a
strong program with the
help of N.A. I was put in
the Drug Court program two
years ago and have since
graduated and been released

from probation. I’ve stayed
involved in the alumni of Drug
Court and hold the position of
President.
Working for Crossroads
Mission has allowed me to
give back what was so fully
given to me, and I praise God
every day for giving me this
opportunity.
For three years and 7 months
I have been free of drugs and

for me life is now great.”
Crossroads Mission
is probably the safest
environment to work for
anyone in recovery. We are
proud to give opportunities to
skilled people who are reentering the work force. Our
strict no tolerance policies
against drugs and alcohol
offer a safety net to those who
need it.

JoeAnn Marcantel

Family Shelter Supervisor/Case Mgr.
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There is Still Time to Get a Tax Credit!
You Can Receive an Arizona Tax Credit of Up to $400

2006

will be gone shortly. It won’t be
long before we start filing our taxes
for this year. Remember that A.R.S. Section 43-1088,
designed to help the working poor, is still in place.
This allows you to donate up to $400 to Crossroads
Mission when filing jointly, and $200 for single filing,
and declare it as a tax credit on your state taxes. That’s
right! You can receive up to $400 back from Arizona

as a tax refund when you itemize your deductions. You
do need to have paid to Arizona at least the amount you
donate.
There is still time to plan for your 2006 income tax
return. Send your donation along with this completed
form today! For more information call Bill Sr. at (928)
726-0491, Ext. 22. Remember the deadline:
December 31, 2006.
MAIL TO: Crossroads Mission
P.O Box 1161, Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

TAX CREDIT DONATION CARD

Participant’s Name: _______________________________________________________ Social Security # ____________________
Last Name

First Name

MI

(For Tax Records Only)

Address: _______________________________________ City, State, Zip: ______________________ Phone # _______________
The maximum Arizona State tax credit is $400 per year, which is determined on the base you established previously, in donating to charitable nonprofit
organizations. These donations are pursuant to A.R.S. Section 43-1088. Donations must be postmarked or delivered to Crossroads Mission by
December 31, 2006 to be claimed as a credit for this year. Participating donations will be used for covering general expenses of Crossroads Mission, a
501 C(3) organization. Our administrative costs are less than 10%.

Amount: ______________________ Check Number: ________________

Crossroads Mission: A Good Place to Be!
“My name is Jessica
Herrera and I am a
student at Northern
Arizona University in
Yuma studying to be
a social worker. I am
working at Crossroads
Mission in order to work
towards my life goal: to
help people. My father
and my uncle are both
employed at Crossroads
Mission so I figured it

was a good place to be!
I know from my family
and social experiences
what alcohol and drugs
can do to a family and
an individual and I want
to somehow help to stop
it. Crossroads Mission is
giving me a great start in
my carreer in the social
help field and also giving
me an opportunity to
help someone, someway,

somehow.”
Crossraods Mission is
proud to offer learning
opportunities to students of
our community. We often
give students like Jessica
internships that expand
their understanding of the
social problems of Yuma.
They get to experience real
life situations, and often
get to see real life solutions
that lead to success.

Jessica Herrera

Family Shelter Supervisor/Case Mgr.
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But thou, when thou prayest, enter into
thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret;
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly. —Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share your
prayer requests with us on our
website. You may also call us
or write to us. Please remember
Crossroads Mission’s special
requests:
• Our outreach projects and
special events
That we may reach the many people
who need services through our
outreach efforts and special events
and they accept our help.

•

An increase of donations
That our In-Kind and cash donations
increase to continue the many
services that we offer. (In-Kind
donations are donations of goods
such as food, clothing, blankets,
furniture, etc.)

•

All the people involved with
Crossroads Mission
All of our clients, guests, volunteers,
Board members, staff, and staff
family members

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction,
faithful in prayer. —Romans 12:12 (NIV)

Please consider helping us with
some of our basic needs:
•

Turkeys, hams, and desserts for
the upcoming 3 Days of Christmas
celebration.

•

Blankets, jackets, and general
warm clothing for men, women, and
children.

•

Food for our pantry.

•

Socks & underwear (new) for men,
women, and children—in all sizes.

•

General toiletries and personal
care items.

Congratulations to our very first set of Super Heroes! Justin & Cathleena Smith (left) and
Cassandra Hilpert (right) each received a Super Hero certificate, ruler, frisbee and sticker.
The Super Hero program at Crossroads Mission recognizes children who give back to the
community through donations or volunteer work to Crossroads Mission or other non profit
organizations. If you know a super hero that deserves some recognition, ask them to send
us a letter stating why they are a super hero at: Crossroads Mission Super Heroes, P.O. Box
1161, Yuma, AZ 85366-1161.

Happy Showers!
Thanks to Grace Bible Fellowship,
our family shelter is well in its way to
having a safe and beautiful showerhouse.
Before they began their huge remodeling
job, the showerhouse was in
desperate need of
repairs. The floors
were damaged,
the ceiling was
unfinished, and
most shelves
and fixtures
were broken.
We now have
brand new
floors, shower
stalls, fixtures
and cur tains,
and, our
walls freshly
painted a
deep sea
blue. Our
guests now
have much
happier
showers.
Thank you
Grace Bible
Fellowship
and may
God bless
you!

BEFORE
REMODELING:
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Generosity Through Hard Work
“T

ry to work hard,
always remember
to be humble and be a
friend,” is one of Candy
Camarena’s mottos.
This is why he supports
Crossroads Mission. But
Candy’s support is very
generous. Over the last six
years he has donated over
$40,000!
We visited Candy
recently to thank him for
his generosity and asked
him a very daring question
- why?
There in his office,
surrounded by rich cherry
wood tones, beautiful
furnishings, impressive
books and degrees and
an overall atmosphere of
luxury and sophistication,
Candy told us about a time
when things were much

During
our visit
to his
office,
Candy
presented
Myra a
check for
$5,000

different. “We used to
travel every summer to the
Sacramento area and our
old vehicle would always
break down, and every time
we would get help” he said.
Candy’s memories of him
and his father getting rides
from kind strangers to buy
used parts while the rest of
his family stayed behind has

had a profound impact on
his life.
Today, even his profession
as a personal injury and
defence attorney can be
traced back to helping
people. “When I was
growing up I would always
hear about people in trouble,
I would always hear you
have to get a lawyer,” he

remembered. Through his
desire to help he was able
to be the first person in his
family to be a professional.
“I’m a grateful person
and I try to share my level
of gratitude by giving back
to those who are not able
to return the favor. They
won’t buy me a soda, or
help me decorate my back
yard for my daughter’s
party... they’re anonymous,
but they’re my neighbor.
They’re the ones that will
never be able to pay you
back.”
We at Crossroads Mission
are grateful to God for
Candy Camarena’s support.
It is through donors of big
and small amounts that we
are able to do what we do.

God bless you Candy!
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Success
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uccess is defined as “the achievement of something desired, planned,
or attempted” and that is just what Wayne did when he obtained his
General Education Diploma. Wayne studied at his own pace at our Career &
Academic Center and worked full time as one of the Men’s Shelter Facility
Supervisors. All of the Crossroads Mission family celebrated
Wayne’s success with a surprise ceremony. We gave him
a cap and gown and had him “walk the line” during one of
our employee gatherings. Wayne had to obtain his GED as
one of his job requirements. He worked hard and passed his
tests with great scores. We’re proud of Wayne for reaching
his goal and achieving personal success!

A

t our quarterly employee training held October 6, Myra
Garlit, Executive Director and Wayne Turner, Peer Support
Coordinator handed out 17 training certificates to staff members
who completed the Peer Support Training. Peer training helps those
individuals who have been recipients of substance abuse services
help their peers. This is a clinically proven way to help others
overcome their addictions. Who better than someone who has “been
there, done that” but is now living a successful life of recovery. We
are proud to participate in the peer support program. We especially
thank all of the staff members who chose to become a Peer Support
Specialist.
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NEW PEER SUPPORT SPECIALISTS: (top) Margarita
Sandigo, Rene Sonoqui, Mike Gietzen, Chuck McDaniel,
Ronnie Adams, Bill Vandruff, John Concannon, Tony Smith,
Jeniffer Morales, (bottom) Steven Hodges, Alan Wentz,
Jose Diaz, Brian Mundy, Stephen Whitman, Haaken Kerr,
Heather Berry, & Kimberly Schaefer.
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At the Veteran’s

Day Parade
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WHAT YOUR GIFTS MADE POSSIBLE:
DEPARTMENT

Some of our
staff, family
and supporters
entered the
Veteran’s Day
Parade

AUG 06 SEP 06 OCT 06

KITCHEN
MEALS

8,235

8,170

8,524

BED NIGHTS

1,130

1,097

928

INDIVIDUALS

37

29

48

CHILDREN

32

25

21

BED NIGHTS

746

678

910

INDIVIDUALS

102

92

101

FAMILY SHELTER
We are proud of Nova
Emo & Kensy Adame
(above) who won in the
Best Mounted Division.
They represented
Crossroads very well!

MEN'S SHELTER

NEW LIFE RECOVERY PROGRAM
ENTER PROGRAM

20

22

14

GRADUATES

6

3

7

STUDENTS

65

62

62

HOURS STUDIED

732

739

712

GED'S

1

1

1

BED NIGHTS

217

240

279

INDIVIDUALS

7

8

9

BED NIGHTS

64

93

93

INDIVIDUALS

3

3

3

CLOTHES

779

1,175

1,220

FURNITURE

53

51

37

CAREER & ACADEMIC CENTER

Memorial Gifts:
IN HONOR OF:
Carolyn Brejtfus
Carolyn Brejtfus
Carolyn Brejtfus
Carolyn Brejtfus
Carolyn Brejtfus
Elaine Dice
Ethel Colby
Harold McCoy
Henry Smith
Marlon Story
Nichol Mianardo
Ralph Kehl

THE KIND GIFT OF:
John P. & Shirley J. Wilmes
Marvin & Donna Conover
Music & Movies by Mastercraft
Raymond Corporation
William Leonard
John Dice
John & Mary Whitlock
June G. McCoy
Betty June Johnson
Craceway Fellowship Ministries
Charles & Sharon Craig
Lela M. Kehl

Every effort is made to assure that all the names in the Memorials section are
correct. We apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

SERENITY COMPLEX

HARMONY HOME

GIVING

Contact us to help or for help...
Chapel and Devotion Speakers,
Special Presentations, Church
Events & Worship Teams
Sam Knight
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 35

Public Relations
& Special Events

Special Projects
& Development

Career & Academic Ctr.

Financial Stock & Property
Contributions, Planned Gifts &
Charitable Trusts
Bill Esmeier, Sr.
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 22

Harmony House

(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31

Volunteer Involvement

Fundraising Events, Group
Presentations, Gifts of Goods,
Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 17

Individual, Church & Corporate
Volunteer Groups, Service Clubs
& Community Service
Debbie Reedy
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 20

Board of Directors:
Tom Mannan, Chairman
Dennis Krill, Vice Chairman
Sarah Lydick, Secretary
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Gene Dalbey, Past Chairman
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter

Ema Lea Shoop
Jerry Wright
Joanne Jett
John Wiser
Mario Ybarra
Ralph Williams
Rev. Rick Seltzer
Tom Anderson

(928) 783-5492

Family Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30

Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13

Recovery Center
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22

Serenity Housing
(928) 783-5642

Mike Friends
Chairman
Alan Brown
Anthony Young
Betty DeNise
Bill Buster
Bonnie Bean
Caryl Stanley
Dale Sandahl
Devon Howard

Black Hole

Frank Irr
Frank Orendain
Joan Day
Joanne Stover
Lenora Werley
Lynette Toepfer
Mike Shelton
Paul Bensel
Paul Heebink
Renee McRay
Stewart Bradshaw
The New Life
Recovery Program
OPEN 24 HRS./DAY
7 DAYS/WEEK

We have a way for you to get out of it
Recovery Through Professional Treatment

Call (928) 7839362, Ext. 22

We offer a comprehensive drug and alcohol recovery program that
includes safe, monitored detoxification and individual counseling.

944 S. Arizona Ave.
Yuma, Arizona

Visit us at: www.crossroadsmission.org
Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions. www.agrm.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2nd chance
Find Quality Items at a

Great Price!
2291 E. Palo Verde St
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Advisory Council:

Is Your Life Like Living in the

Over 45 Years of Service • 1959-2004
P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Visit Our Thrift Store:

To Schedule a FREE pick up of
your donations call:

726-0491
Extension 18

Video
Store

WalMart
Center

PALO VERDE ST.
PACIFIC AVE.

Ministry Opportunities

Rolle
School

Zamora
KIA

2nd chance

The purpose of Crossroads Mission is to help
disabled, disadvantaged and disenfranchised
individuals and families achieve a better quality
of life. We are a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit
Organization serving the homeless, needy and
poor of Yuma County without regard to race, color,
national origin, religious background, age, sex or
handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable
accommodations available upon request.) We
depend on the contributions of concerned
individuals and organizations. All contributions are
tax-deductible. We are a member in good standing
of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions.
We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma
Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of
Arizona. We do not solicit in front of stores or
door to door. Please report any impostors to us
immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly
publication for the friends and supporters of
Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about
the content of the newsletter. If there are issues
you want to hear about, please let us know.
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