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Here We Grow Again!
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After almost one year of planning and
construction, Crossroads Mission's newest building
is now finished.
Friends, staff, clients, volunteers, board members,
city and state officials, and the many people who
took part in the realization of this big dream, met at
8:30 the morning of July 1st to celebrate the Grand
Opening of First Step - Center of Excellence!
Despite the high heat and humidity, a good crowd
of people were there to witness the ribbon being cut
by Devon Howard and David Gregory.
It was an awesome moment when Myra Garlit,
Executive Director, announced that the ribbon
would not be cut by one of the many dignitaries
present, but by two people who have themselves

completed Crossroads Mission's drug and alcohol
recovery program. They, along with many more
program participants and alumni, took center stage
in representation of the many people who still
suffer because of their addiction.
This is a great step forward for Crossroads Mission
and for the entire Yuma community. We have
increased the beds available for people looking
for stabilization off of drugs or alcohol. There are
11 beds in the men's dorm, and five beds in the
women's dorm. The dorms are located on opposite
Continued on pages 4 and 5

Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC
Executive Director

Myra's BLOG is
now online!!! Go to:
crossroadsmission.
org and click on
"Director's Blog"

But thou, when thou prayest,
enter into thy closet, and when
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy
Father which is in secret; and thy
Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly.
—Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share
your prayer requests with
us on our website. You may
also call us or write to us.
Please remember Crossroads Mission’s special
requests:
• Our outreach projects
and special events

•

•

That we may reach the many
people who need services
through our outreach efforts
and special events and that
they accept our help.

An increase of
donations, especially
this summer

That our in-kind and financial
donations increase to
continue the many services
that we offer. (in-kind
donations are donations of
goods such as food, clothing,
blankets, furniture, etc.)

All the people involved
with Crossroads
Mission
All of our clients, guests,
volunteers, Board members,
staff, and staff's family
members.

2

Be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer.
—Romans 12:12 (NIV)

A

lmost every time I go to my home state of Indiana, someone will ask me about the “dry
heat” in Arizona. I respond with “After 110 degrees it doesn’t matter.” This year that
is certainly true. Most days have been 110 or better! “Sizzlin’ summer” is a perfect
description of this summer and the theme of this newsletter. The high temperatures started early and
continue on. I thought the weather man was being humorous last week when he described that we
would be getting some relief of the high temperatures. He was talking about being in the “low” 100
degrees. My grandpa used to say, “We all gripe about the weather but no one of us can do a thing
about it.”
We can’t do anything about the weather but we can do things to help the poor and needy. This
summer as in summer’s past we have held a bottled water drive. We have received complaints this
year about why the homeless can’t drink water from the faucet since bottled water is so expensive.
The homeless do drink water from the faucet and anywhere they can get it --sometimes from not so
healthy places. We put those bottles in travel packs when the homeless refuse to stay at the Mission
and feel they must stay on the move. We do not want anyone to die because of dehydration. We
take bottles of water to the homeless along the river. Our river outreach is structured to help those
homeless people who might not be aware of the services offered by the Mission. We want to get
them to come to the Mission so we can begin case management services. With a simple bottle of
water, we’re able to make a connection to someone who needs help.
Just today, temperatures reached 115 degrees. My son and his wife were sitting in a drive-through
waiting on their order. He noticed a pigeon sitting by the building. He said that the bird was
definitely in distress and he was sure it was dehydrated. The bird bopped and weaved but couldn’t
fly. My son said it was so ironic that above the bird’s head was a water
faucet. He had his wife slide over to the driver’s side as he got out of the
truck to help the bird. He told me he didn’t know why it was important to
him to help a pigeon but he felt so moved to help the bird because there was
a simple solution. Turn the water faucet on so the bird could drink. The
bird was too sick to drink. After cupping his hand and putting water in
it, the bird began pecking the water from his hand. The bird showed
no fear as it drank for several minutes. While my son was telling me
this story, I was reminded of the homeless who are ignored, neglected
and abused. Most folks look past the homeless. Would someone really
walk by the hungry, the thirsty, the lonely, or the suffering? Sadly, it
happens daily to the homeless! Hearing that "they're homeless--they
can get a job" makes me sad.
Water is a simple act of kindness. Giving a monetary donation
may not be that simple for some folks but they understand the
gift of sacrifice. Most acts of kindness are simple acts. Jesus said
in Matthew 10:42, “And if you give even a cup of cold water to one
of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded.” I consider
it a great privilege to be able to give water to the weary, the poor, the
homeless, the tired, and anyone who is thirsty! Most of the people we
work with are just like that pigeon. They can't help themselves even
though the answer is simple. It takes someone who is willing to help.
Can you help us help them? God bless you!

Your donations of
furniture, clothes, &
general items can make
a difference! Schedule
a FREE pick up today by
calling:

726-0491
Ext. 18

Even though Eric is not required to work at the Mission anymore, he still volunteers his time at the 2nd
Chance thrift store. He sorts through the electronics, he tests them, prices them, and brings them out from
the warehouse to the store to be sold.

"I have my own home!"

I

f there was ever a doubt
whether your donations
make a difference at
Crossroads Mission, then
Eric is the person to meet.
Last January Eric found
himself homeless after
loosing his apartment, his
job, and getting arrested.
He came to Crossroads
and joined the New Hope
Program. But Eric will
tell you that the best thing
that came out of his stay at
Crossroads was his home.
"They gave the best
kind of atmosphere that
they could and in the end
of it all, I came out with a
trailer, with a home. They
kept me off the street when
I didn’t have a place to

live, they made sure I had
three meals in me a day,"
he says.

All of a sudden one day
Barbara said listen to this
recording."

Eric's home is a travel
trailer that was donated
to Crossroads. His good
work and his willingness to
change his life made him
a perfect candidate to give
the trailer to him for free.

The recording was on
Barbara Rochester's voice
mail and it was a donor
wanting to donate the
trailer and wondering if
we could use it. Well,
Eric sure could use it! He
is now living at Prestige
Mobile Homes as the
security and handy man.

He still remembers how
it all happened, "I was over
here helping out all the
time (at the thrift store),
I’d come over here even
if I didn’t have to for the
program. I like being
over here. I told Barbara
that I had a chance for a
place to live but I needed a
trailer and I was trying to
figure out how to get one.

Eric says, "My life is
very different now because
I have my own home... If
you’ve got availability to
help, then please do so."
So, the next time you're
wondering whether to
donate or not to donate,
remember Eric.

To see short video of Eric’s interview click our "Testimonies" page at
www.crossroadsmission.org

Please consider helping
us with some of our basic
needs:
•

Food, for pantry.

•

Bottled water.

•

Socks & underwear (new) for
men, women, and children—
in all sizes.

•

General toiletries, personal
care items, and bath towels.

How about
your opinion?
We’re working on some
exciting fund-raising projects
and we would like your
opinion on the following
questions:
• If you could choose
someone to host this
event, who would you
choose?
• Would you choose a
celebrity? If so, who?
Call Barbara Rochester
today to give us your
valuable opinion:
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 17
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$727,266
TOTAL COST
$405,900 Grant

♦ State of Arizona HB 2554,
Governor's Initiative to Combat
Methamphetamines

$100,000 Grant

♦ Federal Home Loan Bank of
San Francisco
♦ AEA Federal Credit Union
City and State dignitaries and officials joined us for the Grand Opening.

The new building was surrounded in prayer before the Grand Opening.

First Step - Center of Excellence
sides of the building and each is
attached to its own lounge area.
There is a living room perfect for
watching movies and relaxing,
a dining room for eating and
working on written assignments,
and a kitchen for snacking and light
meals. There are laundry facilities
on each site, and plenty of showers
and bathrooms.
Additionally, there is a conference/
training room; an office for the
Emergency Medical Technicians
on duty, where they will be able
to monitor the entire facility
with security cameras; an area
designated for urinalysis/drug
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testing; an office for a nurse
practitioner; and a reception area.
Although the construction took
less than a year, it was a long and
arduous process. Because of the
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3-D Communications
All of Crossroads' Partners
Blinds Mart
Candy Camarena, ESQ
Copper River, Inc., Cory Mellon
Emerald Paints
Home Depot
Hoppstetter's Office Supply
John & Yvonne Peach
Jackie’s Signs
Lowe's

grants received for the funding
of the project, there were many
details and requirements that had
to be met. We thank God above
all for this new addition to our
range of services. We also thank
Margaret Hedrich
Mike McGee
Mitcham's Paints
New Life Participants
Pecan Grove Garden Club
Sam's Club
Sears
Sew Masters of Yuma
Wal-Mart
YRMC Foundation
Zeller's Excavating and Paving
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our donors and contributors; NEI
Architecture West, a Division of
Nicklaous Engineering, Inc.; and
DPE Construction, Don Peterson
Engineering.

$98,471 Grant

♦ Community Development Block
Grant, City of Yuma

$72,895

♦ Crossroads Mission’s
contribution

$50,000 Grant
♦ Quechan Tribe, City of Yuma

Now that the Grand Opening
has passed, it is now time to open
our doors to those who need help
fighting the disease of addiction.
Please keep us and all of them in
your prayers, we really need them.
We are very proud of our new
building and we can't wait to see
our next dream become a reality: a
new family shelter!
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What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT

JAN 08

FEB 08

MAR 08

MEALS
12,158
Family Shelter
BED NIGHTS
719
INDIVIDUALS
58
CHILDREN
18
Men's Shelter
BED NIGHTS
3,270
INDIVIDUALS
74
New Life Recovery Program
ENTER PROGRAM
16
GRADUATES
11
Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS
97
HOURS STUDIED
625.5
GED's
0
Serenity Complex
BED NIGHTS
326
INDIVIDUALS
11
Harmony House
BED NIGHTS
63
INDIVIDUALS
3
Giving
CLOTHES
1,682
FURNITURE
85

9,864

10,450

Kitchen

614
36
9

761
37
7

3,398
148

3,262
105

14
4

13
3

98
623.25
4

91
625.75
3

319
11

324
11

108
4

123
4

1,185
68

1,243
111

Memorial Gifts:
Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost
loved ones. A memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a
special way to offer hope to the needy in the name of a
friend or family member.

CeciliaOeding........................................ By Frank & Betty Colgrove
CeciliaOeding........................................ By George & Diane Burcia
CeciliaOeding........................................ By Sandra Colgrove
CeciliaOeding........................................ By Vander Wagen
Delores Richter..................................... By Norman & Audrey Heintz
Donald Soldwedel................................ By Charles & Sharon Craig
Donald Soldwedel................................ By RM & Frances Vanwhy
Elaine Heick........................................... By Peggy Welsh
Faris Sommers...................................... By Lewis & Emma Lea Shoop
Hank Klingenhofer............................. By Kathy Keith
Harmon McGee.................................... By A Friend
Jack Visser.............................................. By Joyce M. Halldorson
Janet Waugh.......................................... By Alfred & Jarelyn Harris
Natalie Gisler......................................... By Joseph Gisler
Ruth Weiler............................................ By Norma & Audrey Heintz
William "Steve" Nelson................... By Charles & Sharon Craig

Gifts in Honor:
A Gift in Honor to Crossroads Mission is a great way
to honor a special person with a gift that will help the
needy. Honor gifts make great birthday, anniversary, or
recognition award gifts.

55th Wedding Anniversary.............By Robert & Marilyn Schuricht
Bob Marshall.........................................By Heidrich Family
Calvin & Susan Morris....................By Heidrich Family
Jack & Peggy Klelsh..........................By Charles & Sharon Craig
Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.
We apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

We'd like to e-mail you!

W

6

e are in the process of making
our newsletters available by
e-mail. We know that many of you
would enjoy receiving "News for
Our Partners" right on your inbox,
plus this would save us money
on postage and saving money is
something we like to do!
Please fill out this form if you
would like to receive this newsletter
by e-mail, cut, and mail to:
Crossroads Mission,

P.O. Box 1161, Yuma, AZ 85366-1161.
You can also go to www.crossroadsmission.org and click on
Newsletters to submit this form online!

Full Name:_ __________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ________________________________________________
Phone Number:________________________________________________
E-mail:_______________________________________________________

Many Thanks!

To all our wonderful donors. We could not have done the
many special events and provided as many services without
your help. For every dollar you donate to Crossroads Mission,
only 3 cents are used for administration costs. Our promise
to you is one of accountability, transparency, and good
stewardship. With the summer months upon us, we trust
that you will continue to support what we do. God bless you!

A HUGE THANK YOU to Allen Brown, for
his recent donation of 6 more property lots. Allen
has now donated a total of 15 lots. Pictured above
are Barbara Rochester; Arnie Bulick of the Wellton
Assembly of God Church; Allen Brown; Dale Hiller
of the American Legion Post 19

THANK YOU to the Harley Davidson Yuma
Hogs, for their fundraising efforts during the
last Hog-Patricks Motorcycle Run. The proceeds
totaling $4,036.18 were presented to Barbara
Rochester of Crossroads by Brian Rodgers, Mary
Kay Hahn, Davelyn Rodgers, Ernie Willenweber,
Charlene Jones, Billy Jones, and Gary Rochester.

THANK YOU to Fry's Food & Drugstore, for
their donation of $3,000 to help fill the kitchen’s
pantry. Tom Faltmeier, Fry’s General Manager
presented the check to Crossroads Mission.

Did you know... that we

depend on your food donations? Less
than 3% of our food comes from the Food
Bank, we purchase approximately 12%,
and 85% comes from YOUR food drives and
donations. Call Barbara today, we can help
you plan your next fundraiser!

THANK YOU to the Soroptimist
International Club, for their recent donation

of $5,000 -- $3,000 of which was designated for
Harmony House. Michelle Cohen, Club President
presented the check to Myra Garlit.
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Board of Directors:

Advisory Council:

Dennis Krill, Chairman

Mike Shelton, Chairman

Ema Lea Shoop, Vice Chairman

Allen Brown
Atilio Giangreco
Betty Denise
Betty Furtwangler
Billy Badilla
Caryl Stanley
Charles Craig
Connie Hannafin
Craig Crossland
Dana Davidson
Dennis Sorrels
Donna Perrott
Ema Lea Shoop
Francisco Galindo
Frank Irr
Frank Orendain
George Davis
Jerry Tams
Joan Day

Rev. Rick Seltzer, Secretary
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 726-0491, Ext. 15
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Sam Knight (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 726-0491, Ext. 17
Special Projects & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, Planned
Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Bill Donnelly (928) 726-0491, Ext. 24
Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer Groups,
Service Clubs & Community Service
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 20
2nd Chance Thrift Store & Pick-up Line
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 18

Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Tom Mannan, Past Chairman
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter
Gene Dalbey
Hon. Tom C. Cole
Ralph Williams
Tom Anderson

2ND CHANCE

Thrift Store
2291 E. Palo Verde St
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Administration Offices
(928) 726-0491
Career & Academic Center
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31
Harmony Home - Women’s Transitional
(928) 783-5906
Family Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30
Main Campus
(928) 783-9362
Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13
New Life Recovery - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22
Serenity Housing - Men’s Transitional
(928) 783-5642

www.crossroadsmission.org

To Schedule a FREE pick up of
your donations call:

726-0491
Extension 18

WalMart
Center

Rolle
School

PALO VERDE ST.
Zamora
KIA

Find Quality Items at a Great

2nd Chance

Price!

The purpose of Crossroads Mission is to help disabled, disadvantaged and disenfranchised individuals and families
achieve a better quality of life. We are a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of
Yuma County without regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format
and reasonable accommodations available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and
organizations. All contributions are tax-deductible. We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue
Missions. We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of Arizona. We do not
solicit in front of stores or door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly
publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter.
If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us know.

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions. www.agrm.org

Over 45 Years of Service • 1959-2004
P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Video
Store

PACIFIC AVE.

NUMBERS TO KNOW

John McMarran
Judi Hipp
Lenora Werley
Lois Galyardt
Lynette Toepfer
Maggie Elmer
Mary Shane
Mike Friends
Paul Bensel
Paul Heebink
Renee McRay
Rick Parr
Robert Hayworth
Rose Hill
Sonya Grimaldi
Tim Conovaloff
Sam Day
Stewart Bradshaw
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