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Crossroads Mission Hosts First Annual Alumni Picnic

The best result of the picnic was the announcement 
that an alumni group was formed to continue sober 
support for Crossroads alumni folks.  Anyone who 
participated in a Crossroads Mission sober program 
is eligible to attend activities, groups, and meetings.  
Our prayer is this will be an outreach program to help 
alumni stay in recovery.  The next activity is a 4th of 
July celebration at the “Yuma Beach”.  All alumni are 
invited to attend.

If you or someone you love is struggling with 
addiction to drugs or alcohol don't wait any longer.  
We can help.  Get more information about our New 
Life Recovery Program today by calling (928) 783-
9362, Ext. 22.  Next year, you too can be a part of our 
picnic and celebrate recovery!

Celebrating Recovery!

Crossroads Mission ♥ Yuma, AZ
Summer 2007

W

It was a beautiful afternoon for a picnic and 
Crossroads Mission enjoyed a great time with some 
awesome people during the First Annual Alumni 
Picnic.  Over 100 people gathered proudly at Yuma's 
Sanguinetti park to celebrate one thing: recovery.

Recovery is a life-long journey.  Addiction is faced 
and conquered on a daily basis.  Most of our friends at 
the picnic went through our 120-day residential drug 
and alcohol treatment program and are still living in 
victory.  The staff was thrilled to see so many come out 
to rejoice in recovery.  Hugs, memories, and stories of 
life’s basic struggles and challenges were exchanged, 
not to mention good food.  It was a true honor to be 
surrounded by these great warriors!
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Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC
Executive Director

Living in Faith This Summer!

Please consider helping us with 
some of our basic needs:

Food for our pantry.

Socks & underwear (new) for men, 
women, and children—in all sizes.

General toiletries and personal 
care items.

•

•

•

But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy 

door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly.  —Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share your 
prayer requests with us on our 
website.  You may also call us 
or write to us. Please remember 
Crossroads Mission’s special 
requests:

Our outreach projects and 
special events 
That we may reach the many people 
who need services through our 
outreach efforts and special events 
and they accept our help.
An increase of donations 
That our in-kind and cash dona-
tions increase to continue the many 
services that we offer.  (in-kind 
donations are donations of goods 
such as food, clothing, blankets, 
furniture, etc.)
All the people involved with 
Crossroads Mission 
All of our clients, guests, volunteers, 
Board members, staff, and staff 
family members

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faith-
ful in prayer.  —Romans 12:12 (NIV)

•

•

•

In late winter and early spring, I admit that I was thinking and 
dreading summer.  I’ve been at the Mission for 8 years now and I 
know that with the heat we historically deal with donations being 
down, bills going up and the needs being as great as ever.    I 
asked myself:  If I walk by faith and believe that he meets our 
needs according to his great riches and tender  mercies, what’s my 
problem?  I wasn’t living in faith!  God is good all the time!  God is 
the great provider.  I’m glad it’s summer in Yuma, Arizona! We are 
able to keep the homeless off the streets and out of the heat.  We plan 
many activities for the children to make their summer at the Mission 
a memorable experience.  We continue to treat men and women who 
are addicted to drugs or alcohol.  We continue to provide outreach 
services to the homeless along the river and rural county substance 
abuse group sessions.  Our work continues because God has given us 
this ministry!  Praise God for the summer!

I’m pleased and somewhat proud to present this summertime issue 
of News for Our Partners.  We are a busy bunch at Crossroads and I 
think that you will see that in this issue.  For quite a while, we have 
considered ourselves to be lacking in aftercare services for the folks 
in recovery.  We do a great job of getting them through the program.  
This past year’s graduation rate of 43% is well above the national 
average for programs like the New Life Recovery Program here at 
Crossroads.  After setting some goals, making some plans, praying 
and taking a step of faith, our first alumni activity was held.  I was 
touched that over 100 folks attended the event.  Still there is much 
work to do and I hope that you will pray for this program to continue 
to provide aftercare support that is needed so frequently to those who 
are on that “journey” of sobriety.  

You’ll also read about Commencement On Page 4.  We are excited 
to report to you that these four employees completed a year-long 
program with Yuma County Adult Probation’s Drug Court.  We 
are humbled to have these four people be of service as employees 
at the Mission.  Each of them brings a unique style and individual 
experience to help others who have gone through similar situations.  
Most importantly, each of them has made a commitment to serve 
Jesus Christ and to share what he’s done for them with others.  
We are privileged and honored to have them be in ministry at 
Crossroads.

I hope you enjoy this issue.  I pray that you are enlightened and 
encouraged about the work we do with your donations.  God bless 
you!  In His service to build a better community!

Black Hole
Is Your Life Like Living in the

We have a way for you to get out of it
Recovery Through Professional Treatment

We offer a comprehensive drug and alcohol recovery program that 
includes safe, monitored detoxification and individual counseling. 

The New Life Recovery Program
OPEN 24 HRS./DAY•7 DAYS/WEEK
944 S. Arizona Avenue • Yuma, ArizonaCall (928) 783-9362, Ext. 22

Your donations of 
furniture, clothes, & 

general items 
can make a 
difference!  
Schedule a 

FREE pick up today by calling:

726-0491 Ext. 18
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We Had to Cut the Party Short!
Because we appreciate 

our business friends and 
partners so much, we 
thought it would be nice to 
treat them to a nice BBQ 
on April 20th.

We had a great evening 
planned filled with 
delicious food, pleasant 
entertainment, face 
painting and a jumping 
castle for the kids.  The 
weather seemed to be 
cooperating when the 
guests started to arrive 
and even while we all ate.  
A strong gust of wind that 
threatened to  overturn the 
jumping castle marked the 
beginning of the end for 
our Business Appreciation 
BBQ!  

It was clear that the wind 
would not stop so we had 
to cut the party short.  
With the help of many of 
our guests we were able to 

load up hundreds of chairs 
and tables.  Everything 
was cleaned up and we 
were on our way home 
within one hour!

We regret that we didn't 
get to do all the things 
we had planned but do 
hope that everyone had a 
good time while it lasted.  
The support of business 
leaders in our community 
is invaluable and we thank 
them sincerely.

We thank the many 
people who helped us 
put together this event.  
We especially thank our 
anonymous  donor who 
sponsored the majority 
of the expenses.  We 
appreciate YOU and the 
fact that you believe and 
stand behind our mission: 
to Help People Achieve 
a Better Quality of Life.  
God bless you!!!

(TOP) Before the guests started to arrive, the 
meat was already cooking!  It was cooked to 
perfection by Chris Liska.
(LEFT) Lloyd Rowland,  from Phoenix was the 
entertainer for the event.

(TOP) Even 
Mayor Larry 
Nelson helped 
to keep the 
jumping castle 
on the ground 
when the wind 
storm kicked off.  
(RIGHT) Doug 
Mellon and his 
wife Pamela sliced 
the delicious tri-tip 
that they sponsored 
for the event. 

(TOP)  Two of our volunteers, 
Betty & Jean, go through the 
food line which was filled with 
delicious things.



Commencement
The idea that a graduation ceremony is called an exercise in "commencement", which literally means "the beginning", is very 

appropriate for Claudia, Haakon, Stephen, and Steven.  All four were part of the May, 2007 Yuma County Drug Court graduating class.  
Though they have reached the finish line of a difficult chapter in their lives, it is just the beginning of a brand new book that has to be 
carefully edited on a daily basis.

  That brand new book is life in recovery.  For you see, Claudia, Haakon, Stephen, and Steven have something else in common; they 
all faced the demon of addiction in their lives and fought it by completing the Crossroads Mission New Life Recovery Program.  Now 
they live one day at a time and are even making a difference in others as Crossroads Mission employees.  We are proud of them for their 
success!  We asked all of them some questions and here are their answers:

Claudia Haakon Stephen Steven
Q.  What was your life 
like before coming to 
Crossroads? 

Hopeless, and I was 
near death physically as 
well as emotionally and 
spiritually dead.  I felt 
that I was going to die.

I had no hope for myself 
or my future.  I didn't 
have a job or car or a 
place to call home.

My life was a wreck 
- I was on probation 
and I had a nasty meth 
addiction.

I was trapped in the cycle 
of addiction.  I wanted to 
escape but I couldn't.  I 
didn't have the ability to 
fight the disease.

Q.  What were the 
circumstances that 
brought you to 
Crossroads?

I was left to die in a ditch 
after an overdose.  That 
is when the good Lord 
said enough is enough.  I 
was finally willing to let 
go and let God.

I was in jail for eight 
months on a drug charge 
and I got accepted to 
Drug Court and they sent 
me to Crossroads.

I was court ordered by 
Drug Court.

I was court ordered by 
Drug Court.

Q.  What do you feel has 
been the most important 
thing that Crossroads has 
done for you?

Re-opened my eyes to 
reality, that there is a 
better way to live clean 
and sober.

It has humbled me to see 
that God lives in me no 
matter what my past.

Crossroads put their 
faith in me even though 
they knew nothing 
about me.

It has taught me life skills.  
It has given me a chance 
to give back what I've 
been given.

Q.  What goals were 
you able to accomplish 
because of Crossroads?

Staying clean one day at 
a time and becoming a 
Peer Support Specialist.

I got my head on 
straight, a job, a car, a 
place to live.

I am able to provide for 
my son.

I was able to be a son 
to my father before he 
passed away in January.

Q.  How is your life 
different now?

I'm finally happy. I have a closer walk with 
Jesus and drugs are no 
longer a part of my life.

I've been able to make 
a 180 in my life thanks 
to Crossroads and Drug 
Court.

I have maintained a 
positive relationship with 
my family and I'm loving 
life now!

Q.  What is your 
message to the Yuma 
community about 
Crossroads?

To keep the doors of 
Crossroads open.  The 
more funding and 
donations we receive the 
more we are able to be 
there for the clients and 
community.

I would say to the 
community to support 
Crossroads in any way 
possible because there 
before the grace of God 
go I.

I would say that Drug 
Court and Crossroads 
Mission should be 
mandatory to anyone 
that wants to be sober 
and live life.

I would like to let Yuma 
know exactly how much 
Crossroads means in 
the lives of so many.  I 
think the perception of 
Crossroads is not what it 
really is.  I know we make 
a difference everyday.4
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Crossroads Counselor 
Receives AWC Award

Meet Margarita, one of 
Crossroads' New Hope 

Recovery Program Counselors.  

Last month, Margarita received  
recognition from Arizona Western 
College for becoming a certified 
tutor.  She has been tutoring 
students at AWC in all math 
subjects for fifteen years now.  She 
is passionate about math and enjoys 
helping others find joy in it, too.

Margarita is also passionate about 
people in need.  She has been a 
part of our staff since November 
of 2004.  Ever since then she has 
specialized in helping people who 
are in the program and feel more 
comfortable with their individual 
and group counseling sessions in 
Spanish.  In addition, Margarita 
is part of a team of employees 
that is outreaching to the Spanish 
speaking community.  They have 
focused some of their efforts in the 
Somerton area and are getting great 
results.

We are proud to have Margarita 
on our team and we congratulate her 
for her tutoring accomplishments!

National Day 
of Prayer

May 4th was the National 
Day of Prayer and we are 
proud to have been a part of 
it once again!

Each year, Barbara 
Rochester, Special Events 
and Public Relations 
Director at Crossroads 
Mission, is involved in the 
planning of this event.  She does a great job helping the 
organizers in all of Yuma County and ensuring the success of 
Yuma's own.

Sam Knight, Ministry Coordinator for Crossroads, also 
plays an important part in this day.  Every year he sets 
up all the necessary audio equipment, like speakers and 
microphones, that make it easy for all to hear and be a part of 
the prayers.

Perhaps the thing we are most known for during the 
National Day of Prayer is the free lunch bag that we serve.  
It has become a tradition now, to know that when you go 
to this event  and spend time in prayer for our nation, our 
community, our leaders, our churches, youth, marriages, and 
much more, there will be a tasty sandwich and chips waiting 
for you during this lunchtime event.

At Crossroads Mission we believe in the importance of 
prayer.  It is our honor to be a part of this wonderful time!
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What Your Gifts Made Possible:

DEPARTMENT JAN 07 FEB 07 MAR 07

  KiTchEN

MEALS 12,729 10,595 10,460

  FAMiLy ShELTER

BED NiGhTS 468 525 418

iNDiViDUALS 47 32 38

chiLDREN 14 10 11

  MEN'S ShELTER

BED NiGhTS 3,615 2,773 3,142

iNDiViDUALS 117 99 202

  NEw LiFE REcoVERy PRoGRAM

ENTER PRoGRAM 20 17 23

GRADUATES 12 5 11

  cAREER & AcADEMic cENTER

STUDENTS 58 46 49

hoURS STUDiED 552 460 484.25

GED'S 1 2 2

  SERENiTy coMPLEx

BED NiGhTS 341 336 372

iNDiViDUALS 11 12 12

  hARMoNy hoME

BED NiGhTS 38 96 49

iNDiViDUALS 3 4 4

  GiViNG

cLoThES 1,433 1,252 659

FURNiTURE 208 195 38

Memorial Gifts:

Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.
We apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost 
loved ones.  A memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a 
special way to offer hope to the needy in the name of a 

friend or family member.

Anne Sting
 Albert & Marilyn Prich
Bruno Lopez
 Charles & Sharon Craig
Clarence Carney
 C & G Druvenga
 Leslie Bergland
Doug Hardin
 Terri Frazier, Full Circle Health
Ellie Esmeier
 Charles & Sharon Craig
 John & Charla Morton
 Thomas & Nita Alspach
 WH Fike
Glen Curtis
 WJ & Beryl Anderson
Iris Moor
 Charles & Sharon Craig
James Van
 Charles & Sharon Craig
John McQuaid
 Charles & Sharon Craig
 Debbie Graham & Sally Rilley
Lillian Campbell
 Charles & Sharon Craig

Lois Lindsey
 Alan L. Peterson
 Charles & Fay
 Gordon & Frances Lynn
 Janice Beiser
 Jean Severance
 John & Dorothy McGill
 John & Inez Rice
 Marta Allero
 Mary Jo Nicholson
 Palmer Family
 Richard & Boneta Johnson
 Richard & Christine Kirkpatrich
 Richard & Eunice Brown
 Robert & Dawn Risley
 RV & Marilyn Hokanson
Orville Soldberg
 Pauline Soldberg
Madge Williams
 Charles & Sharon Craig
Pat Breidenfeld
 Dorothy Fraker
R Johnson
 Theadore Kroulik
Tom Merket
 Carlton & Clea Riggs
 Thomas & Nita Alspach

Gifts in Honor:
A Gift in Honor to Crossroads Mission is a great way 

to honor a special person with a gift  that will help the 
needy.  Honor gifts make great birthday, anniversary, or 

recognition award gifts.

Margaret Thompson  By Richard & Susan Lopez
 (Correction Note:  In our last issue Margaret Thompson was erroneously placed 

in the Memorial Gifts category instead of the Gifts in Honor.)

The Crossroads Singers

Did you know that Crossroads Mission has a choir?  Well we do 
and it's the Crossroads Singers!  The group, which is directed by 
Sam Knight, Ministry Coordinator at Crossroads, is made up of 
various program participants and they perform regularly around 
the community.  Recently, they praised God with their music at the 
Moody Garden Ice Cream Social, an annual community event.



A special thank you to Wal-Mart stores for their generous in-
kind donation.  God bless you!
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Drive Brings In More Than 10,000 Socks!

So many people have helped us during this quarter that it would be impossible 
to list all.  We'd like to thank each one of you.  Your gift, big or small, has helped 
us grandly.  Together we are building a better community.  God bless you!

Wal-Mart Donation

A special thank you to the quilting ladies from the Gila 
Mountain United Methodist Church who donated a total of 134 

hand-made quilts to Crossroads Mission  God bless you!

GMUMC Quilts Donation

Thanks to the Rural/Metro 
"Warm & Toasty Toes" 

sock drive that was held in 
April we now have plenty of 
socks to last us at least until 
the end of the year!
We've never had so many 

socks!  Thanks to everyone 
who helped make this 
happen:

Rural Metro Fire Department
4-H Club
AEA Federal Credit Union

•
•
•

Child & Family Resources
Club Yuma Fitness Center
Foothills Plaza Barber Shop
Kelland's Kiddie College
KYMA News Channel 11
PPEP-TECH High Schools in 
Somerton and San Luis
Sam's Club
Sears
Spherion
Trinity United Methodist 
Church
Xi Zeta Chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi Sorority
& many anonymous donors!

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Miss Yuma County Sells Root-Beer Floats! 
Natalie Hoppstetter is Miss Yuma County and 

her platform is "Educating the Homeless Youth".  
She has a special place in her heart for homeless 
children and that is why she organized a root beer 
float sale to raise funds to purchase computers 

and software for the kids at the family shelter.  Her event was 
very successful and she collected over $3,000 in sales and 
pledges.  Thank you Natalie, and God bless you!
(Left:) Natalie shows off her profits along with her parents 

Chris and Claudette Hoppstetter, and some of her supporters 
during the root-beer float sale event.
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Tom Mannan, Chairman
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Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter
Ema Lea Shoop
Jerry Wright

At Our Thrift Store: 
2ND CHANCE

Video 
Store

Zamora 
KIAWalMart 

Center

PALO VERDE ST.

PA
CI

FI
C 

AV
E.

Rolle 
School

2ND CHANCE

2291 E. Palo Verde Street
OPEN  MONDAY - FRIDAY, 8 AM - 3 PM

Connie Hannafin
Craig Crossland
Dennis Sorrels
Donna Perrott
Ema Lea Shoop
Francisco Galindo
Frank Irr
Frank Orendain
George Davis

NUMBERS TO KNOW
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 726-0491, Ext. 15

Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special 
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Sam Knight (928) 783-5642

Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of 
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 726-0491, Ext. 17

Special Projects & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, Planned 
Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Bill Esmeier, Sr. (928) 726-0491, Ext. 22

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer Groups, 
Service Clubs & Community Service
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 20

2nd Chance Thrift Store & Pick-up Line 
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 18

Administration Offices 
(928) 726-0491

Career & Academic Center 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31

Harmony Home - Women’s Transitional
(928) 539-7113
Family Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30

Main Campus 
(928) 783-9362

Men’s Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13

New Life Recovery - OPEN 24 HRS. 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22

Serenity Housing - Men’s Transitional 
(928) 783-5642

Mario Ybarra
Ralph Williams
Rev. Rick Seltzer
Tom Anderson

Joan Day
John McMarran
Lenora Werley
Lynette Toepfer
Maggie Elmer
Mary Shane
Mel Swanson
Mike Friends
Mike Shelton

Paul Bensel
Paul Heebink
Renee McRay
Rick Parr
Robert Hayworth
Rose Hill
Tim Conovaloff
Sam Day
Stewart Bradshaw

PLUS: Purchase $5 or more and be entered into our DAILY drawing for $5 
in store credit , and our MONTHLY drawing for $50 in store credit!


