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A girl looks for hidden eggs during
the Easter Egg Hunt.

Crossroads Mission

The group DELIVERANCE from
Flagstaff sang during the Family Night

Reaching Out to the Community

A

s part of an effort to reach out to
the community and especially the
surrounding neighbors, Crossroads Mission put together a “Family
Night” and an Easter event.
The Family Night at Crossroads was held
on March 14 and it was open to the public. There were 100 invitations distributed in the surrounding neighborhood and
the response was very successful. The
event was held outdoors and entertainment was provided by “Deliverance”, a
group of approximately 30 teenagers
from Flagstaff. They presented a complete show that started with singing,
sketches, and ended with a powerful
dramatization of a person who falls prey
to the many traps of Satan and how Jesus
comes, rescues and saves. There were
several faith decisions for Christ as a re-

sult of the group’s performance!
Another outreach event was held on Easter
Sunday. We’re proud to have had our very
own Sunrise Service! We started at 6:30 am
with praise and worship and the preaching
of God’s word. The event was also open to
the public and the neighbors were all invited. This was a family event where many
of the Recovery program participants were
able to have their families join them for this
special day. There were lots of family activities, an Easter brunch and of course, an
egg hunt and lots of bunnies and chocolates
for the kids!
Please pray that we may be able to reach
out to those who truly need our services and
that we may continue to cultivate positive
opinions about Crossroads through events
such as the Family Night and the
Easter Festivity.

Praise &
Worship
music was
part of the
Easter
Sunrise
Service
held at
Crossroads
Mission
Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, private nonprofit organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County
without regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable
accommodations available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All
contributions are tax-deductible. We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions. We do
not solicit in front of stores or door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately.
The Crossroads Mission News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends and supporters of the Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you want to hear about,
please let us know. We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma Community Food Bank & FEMA.
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A New
Path!

“Mark out a straight path
for your feet; then stick to
the path and stay safe.”

I

recently came
across this Bible verse in my
reading of
Proverbs chapter 4.
How appropriate for
our everyday life.
This advice also fits
in very well with
Crossroads Mission.
We have to “mark
Charlie Allen
out a straight path”
Interim Executive
for our programs
and services to the Director
disadvantaged, disabled, and disenfranchised individuals
and families and work hard to help them
achieve a better quality of life.
I’m excited about the opportunity to be
part of this new path for Crossroads Mission as the Interim Executive Director. I
believe that the many changes we are
undergoing will only result in a better
organization that provides improved services to our community.
For the past three months we have been
working hard to update our policies and
procedures as well as revise our budget
for the new fiscal year. There has been
continued improvement to our facilities
and programs in all departments. Your
prayers and financial support are the fuel
that keeps us encouraged and going forward along that “straight path” of helping
others. May God richly bless you!
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Thankful...

J

ose (not his real name) is one of the many people that are
thankful that there is a place like Crossroads Mission.
“Nowhere has anyone done for me what this place is doing for
me,” says an emotional Jose. “I am very close to God’s hand here,
through (Crossroads) I feel Him helping me and sustaining me.”
After working hard for more than fifty years of his life, Jose says that
he “had never been in a place like this.” He came to Crossroads after
he found himself at a point in his life where he needed help and there
was nobody there to help him. He was released from one of the
nursing care facilities in Yuma and was brought to Crossroads by a
state employee. Jose says he has some relatives, including two sons,
but that he might as well have nobody. “In the time that I have been
here, they (his sons) have only come to visit me once,” says Jose with a
sad tone in his voice.
He is bound to a wheelchair and is still struggling to do simple things
like signing his name. But even in the midst of his circumstances, Jose
is thankful to God and to Crossroads Mission. “I’ve been treated very
well. The food is even better than the hospital’s and the other place
where I was,” he says. “I will never forget this!”

Jose has been in the Case Management Program since November of
2002. He is currently working on getting a place of his own to move
to. Like him, there are many more individuals and families that come
to Crossroads as a last resource. Please pray that we may be able to
continue helping the helpless by feeding and nourishing their bodies
and spirits with food, shelter and the Word of God.

Thank you God for another three months at Crossroads Mission!

W

e have survived another three
months and we thank God, our
donors and supporters for all
of the help that we’ve received.
There are many big and small services
that we provide at Crossroads. Here are
some of those figures for you to consider.
Please pray that all of the people who
receive something can also receive hope,
love and understanding at Crossroads!

FAM. Shelter

FEB 03

MAR 03

APR 03

Individuals

69

59

37

Children

25

27

17

MEN’S Shelter

FEB 03

MAR 03

APR 03

Bed Nights

3,281

2,446

1,862

KITCHEN

FEB 03

MAR 03

APR 03

Meals

8,895

7,713

7,882

A Food & Book Drive,
sponsored by the AWC Honors Program and
Sam’s Club of Yuma was held this past May
10 at Sam’s Club.
The proceeds raised from this drive benefited
Crossroads Mission and local children’s
programs. Sam’s Club matched the cash
donations up to $1,000 and we were able to
receive $2,000 thanks to the awesome effort
of the AWC Honors Program students. The
funds will help to pay in part for a new
security system at the Family Shelter.
Valerie Smith (left), Vice President of
AWC Honors, and two honor students.

Thank you AWC Honors & Sam’s Club!

A Special Thanks to

The Crossing
Restaurant
Eight of the Recovery Program
participants received free dinners
compliments of The Crossing. The
dinners were awarded to the winners of
a fun activities contest that was held
among all of the Recovery participants.
Also, the Crossing donated $300 to
Crossroads as a token of appreciation to
the Crossroads’ volunteers who helped
at the Yuma Area Prayer Breakfast.
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Crossroads is Ministering!
Did you know that Crossroads Mission
baptizes an average of 12 people per year?

T

hat’s
right!
Crossroads
Mission
is
committed to helping
people and by far the
best way to help a
person is by leading
them to Christ.
The Ministry Depart- Sam Knight
Ministry Coordinator
ment is a very crucial 783-9362, ext. 35
and important part of
Crossroads. Each year, we baptize an average
of 12 people. These people are participants of
our drug and alcohol Recovery Program,
guests at our shelters, or people who are trying
to get a fresh start on life through our Case
Management and Renewed Life Programs.
The baptisms are usually held at the river or in
someone’s pool. Because of this, most of our
baptisms are held during the warm summer
months. The people baptized during their stay
at Crossroads receive a baptism certificate
with their picture as the background. By the
end of April, 5 people felt it was time and that
the weather was warm enough and we had our
first batch of baptisms of 2003!
Another way that Crossroads is ministering is
through our new Crossroads College. “A
college at the Mission?” you ask. Well, why
not. Although it is no ordinary college, we

K
THAN

YOU!

feel that we have put together a good
“curriculum” for the student who is interested in learning more about the Bible.
Crossroads College started out as one of
Charlie’s dreams. When he became the
Interim Executive Director he decided to put
his dream into action. The college kicked
off on April of 2003 with 6 courses in its
Spring semester. The courses were:
• Survey of the Bible
By Brad Ryden
• Seven Stages of Spiritual Growth
By Bill Payree
• Fitness & Energy Management
By Charlie Allen
• Motivational & Spiritual Gifts
By Curly & Judy Keiffer
• The Life & Teachings of Christ from
Matthew
By Mark Reynolds
• Old Testament Stories That Teach Us
About God
By Sam Knight
“We can see that there is an interest in this
new adventure that brings hope and inspiration to everyone,” said Sam Knight, Crossroad’s Ministry Coordinator, who directly
oversees the function of Crossroads College.
Sam also had the privilege of conducting the

K
THAN

YOU!

baptisms in April.
Crossroads Mission also has daily
devotional services and evening chapel
services in addition to Bible study. The
services are all conducted by volunteers
from different churches that have a
genuine interest in sharing the word of
God with people who need it a lot. If you
are interested in participating as an
individual or as a church group in one or
more of these services, give Sam a call at
(928) 783-9362, ext. 35. We are always
looking for strong Christians to minister
in these areas.
Please pray that our ministering activities
are all effective and powerful in God.
That we may reach out to the needy and
touch their hearts with the only true
healing and sanity which is hope in God.

!
K Y OU
THAN

Quilt Raffle

Quilt & Socks

Fund Drive

A Charity Quilt Raffle by the Sun Vista Piece
Makers raised $700 for Crossroads. The
“Happy to be Scrapping” Quilt was pieced
and quilted by the entire group and raffled.

The Southwest District Women’s Missionary League from Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran presented Crossroads with a donation
of 9 quilts and many pairs of socks.

Nicole Piccoli, Cibola High School Student
Body President, and Dan Zarbock, Student
Council Advisor presented Crossroads with
a $3,300 check from their Fund Drive.
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We Found Oil!
A special thanks to the following fine establishments that
donated oil changes and more to Crossroads Mission for 2003!

4 Oil Changes & 4 Wheel Alignments for 2003
•

Sonora Nissan, 200 E 32nd St, 726-0525

3 Oil Changes for 2003

2 Oil Changes for 2003

•

•

Alexander
Automotive Center
801 E 32nd St
344-2200

•

1900 S 4th Ave
783-0597
•

Auto Stop
825 S 4th Ave
376-0888

•

Country Club
Honda-Mitsubishi

Ed Whitehaead’s Tire
965 S 4th Ave
782-1868

Fisher Chevrolet
3201 Chevy Lane
726-5500

•

1 Oil Change for 2003
Econo Lube N’Tune
No. 134
1954 S 4th Ave
782-0515

•

•

Jiffy Lube
790 E 32nd St
344-5359

•

Accurate Automotive
Attention
1495 S 3rd Ave
783-7307

1000 E 32nd St
344-1000
•

24th Street Lube Plus

Fisher Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Inc.
349 E 32nd St
344-2650

Support the people who support us!
Next time you need an oil change visit one of these establishments
and tell them you appreciate the help that they give to Crossroads!

A heart felt thank you to all of Crossroads Mission’s friends.
A friend is anyone who supports us with their prayers, finances, resources and time.
You truly make a difference, may God bless you richly!

Crossroads Mission

It’s time to
plan ahead
Half of 2003 will be
gone by shortly. It
won’t be long before we start filing
our taxes for this
year. Remember
that A.R.S. Section
BILL ESMEIER
43-1088 is still in
of
place. This allows Director
Development
you to donate up to
$200 to Crossroads Mission and declare it as a tax credit on your state
taxes and the usual deduction on your
federal taxes. This applies as long as
you’ve given at least this amount in
recent years to charitable, non-profit
organizations. If you itemize your
deductions and you’ve paid Arizona
withholding equal to the amount of
your donation to us your state tax refund will include the figure you donated. So plan ahead by donating to
us!
We’re especially thankful for the way
the Lord blessed us with a disbursement from a supporter’s estate this
past March!
It’s always a pleasant surprise when
this happens as it allows us to cover
unexpected, unbudgeted expenses.
If you’d like to share some of your
“final” assets with Crossroads Mission
but you’re not sure how to handle it,
give me a call at (928) 726-0491, ext.
15 and I’ll give you some ideas!

Our Family Tree

!
K Y OU
THAN

!
K Y OU
THAN

25¢ Carnival

Fundraiser

Karalene Grimes, Amanda and Sarah
Dickman of the Int. Order of Rainbow for
Girls presented Crossroads a check for
$218.98 that they raised in a 25¢ carnival.

Angela Twombly and members of the youth
group of Faith Lutheran Church presented
Barbara Rochester from Crossroads a check
for $278.57 from their recent fundraiser.

It has come the time for all to see.
Something is chipping at our family tree.
It’s the disease that strips our leaves.
We need to protect our tree from the
storm that lies ahead.
We need the tools to keep us rooted.
For the winds and seas are calm for now,
But it won’t be long before the tornado
touches down.
We need to prepare so that our tree
doesn’t get knocked down.
This poem was written by one of the Recovery
Program participants during a time when some of
his co-participants left the program. For many,
deciding to stay away from drugs is not a decision
that they are willing to make.
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2ND CHANCE Now Under New Management!

T

he 2nd Chance thrift
store is under new
management! Barbara
Rochester has been appointed
Sales Director after the prior
Director resigned. She comes to
the position with lots of great
plans and many positive
changes.
“We want to make this a top
notch store where people really
enjoy shopping,” said Barbara.
Among the changes that she has
implemented so far in the sales
department is the closure of the
8th Street Thrift Store. “After
much consideration, it was
decided to keep only one store
open and really concentrate all
of our efforts in it,” she said. In
the month of April the 2nd
Chance store performed well
due in part to “Barbara’s Sales”.
Every so often she would check
inventory and announce a 50%
sale on clothes, on furniture and
sometimes even on the whole
store!
Also, Barbara has revamped the
pick up of donations system.
We now have a new line
dedicated exclusively for pickups. That number is 726-0491,
ext 20. A live person is
available to answer the phone
during business hours and a
voicemail box has been
dedicated to be used after hours.

“This will concentrate all of the
pick up operations into one place
and hopefully make things run
smoother and more pleasant for our
donors,” said Barbara.
When asked about her success so
far, she says “I couldn't do it
without Tom!” Tom is the man in
charge of the everyday operations
at the 2nd Chance store. He is the
Sales Manager and we’re proud to
present him as part of the new
management team!
We thank all of the people who
donate their items to Crossroads
and all of the volunteers that help
us make this operation possible!
Visit the 2nd Chance Store and
support Crossroads Mission!
On the Giving Side
A very important aspect of the
Sales Department that is not to be
overlooked is the giving.
As donations come in to the
Recycling Center at the 2nd Chance
store, things are sorted and
distributed mainly into three areas:
items to be sold; items to be used
(such as desks and office
equipment); and items set aside for
giving. A good portion of the
donations are actually given to
people who have completed one of
our programs and to homeless or
needy people who who have been
referred to us from other agencies
that don’t have a giving

Father’s Day Sale!
June 13 & 14
ALL CLOTHES $1 EACH!
2291 E. Palo Verde St

Crossroads Mission Recovery Program
Do you, or someone you know, have an
addiction and need help?

WE CAN HELP!
We offer a comprehensive drug and alcohol recovery
program that includes safe, monitored detoxification
and individual counseling.
Call 783-9362, ext. 22 for more information, or come
by our Chemical Withdrawal Unit anytime,
944 S. Arizona Avenue, Yuma.

Open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

2291 E. Palo Verde St.
Open Tuesday-Saturday
8 am-4pm
314-0684

Barbara
Rochester

Tom Sloan
Sales

program in place.
The following GIVING took place
in the months January, February
and March of 2003.
People helped
Pieces of furniture given
Pieces of clothing & misc.

1,221
120
5,625

Thank you for your many
donations!
Please pray that we many be able
to continue receiving donations to
continue our giving!

Memorial & Honorable Gifts
IN MEMORY OF:
Al Autrey
Al & Ellen Schiessl
Bud Palon
Donald Wulf
Esther Halgrimson
Ethel Colby
Harold
Husband Juvencio V. Lopez
Kenneth Bredemeyer
Marion Seubert
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert A. “Bob” Muir
Robert E. Artist
Robert E. Artist
Todd Kammann
William “Bill” Dorries Jr.
William “Bill” Dorries Jr.
William “Bill” Dorries Jr.
William “Bill” Dorries Jr.
William “Bill” Dorries Jr.

THE KIND GIFT OF:
Charles & Sharon Craig
Gordon & Edith Bennett
Betty June Johnson
Beverly Wulf
James & Linda Burkhardt
CH & Mary Meyer Holtz
James & Mary Wooldridge
Margarita M. Lopez
Charles & Sharon Craig
Bernyce Winkelman
Bernadine Dooley
Dennis & Nancy Olson
Frances Lynn
Lynne Cranson
Roselia C. Hedlund
Sisters Drug Company, Inc.
Young’s Inc.
Edith L. Artist
Ira & Betty Delamarter
Joe & Linda Daily
Aneva Van Dyke
David & Jane Hamon
Helen F. Knox
Katherine Fillman
SG & HL Boskovich

Every effort is done to assure that all the names in this Memorial & Honorable Gifts
section are correct. We apologize for any errors that may have occurred in this or any
previous newsletter.
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The purpose of Crossroads
Mission is to help disadvantaged,
disabled and disenfranchised
individuals and families achieve a
better quality of life.

Visit our website at: www.crossroadsmission.org
(928) 726-0491, ext. 17

Barbara Rochester

Margene Nutt & Larry Bryce
(928) 726-0491, ext. 19

Bill Esmeier
(928) 726-0491, ext. 15
Individual,
Church &
Corporate
Volunteer
Groups,
Service Clubs
& Community
Service

Fundraising,
donations of
material
goods, food
or services
and vehicle
donations.

Fundraising, Public Relations
In-Kind Gifts & Services, Sales

Volunteer Involvement

Financial
Stock &
Property
Contributions,
Planned Gifts
& Charitable
Trusts

Special Projects & Development

I want to help? Who do I contact?
Board of Directors:

Advisory Board:

Ralph Williams

Treasurer:

Dennis Krill

Secretary:

Gene Dalbey

Vice Chairman:

Ema Lea Shoop

Chairman:

Anthony Young

Chairman:
Members:

Paul Bensel
Stewart Bradshaw
Bill Buster
Betty DeNise
Chuck Dodd
Paul Hebink
Devon Howard
Frank Irr
Cindy Rosandich
Michael Shelton
Caryl Stanley
Joan Stover
Mel Swanson
Frank Orendain
Lenora Werley
Anthony Young
Anne Wiser

Past Chairman: Tom Anderson
Members:

Charles Craig
Doug Mellon
Don Olsen
Joanne Jett

RES

CUE

MEMBER of the Association
of Gospel Rescue Missions. An Association
of Gospel Rescue Ministries.
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