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"Yo estoy muy 
agradecido.  En 
ninguna parte me 
han ayudado tanto."

("I am very thankful.  
Nowhere have I been 
helped so much.") 



Miracles in the midst of grimness
  As we move into the cooler 
months of fall, I reflect on 
what has been happening at 
Crossroads Mission over the 
past months.  
There’s been much talk about the economy taking 

a turn upward but we haven’t experienced that 
yet.  With the unemployment rate at nearly 30% in 
Yuma County, folks are having a hard time finding 
work.  With fewer jobs available, the need for 
social services increases.  Many of the local social 
services, non-profit agencies are experiencing 
the same issues as Crossroads:  a decrease in 
donations and an increase in need.  
In the month of May, Crossroads was notified 

that we would be getting yet another cut in the 
contract with the State for the recovery and 
homeless program.   With donations down and 
the loss of the contract, we lost 8 staff to layoffs.  
As a leader of an organization, there is nothing 
sadder than laying off good employees for reasons 
that are beyond your control.  Once again, we are 
trying to do more with less staff.

Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
Executive Director

Tue., Nov. 26
Wed., Nov. 27
Thu., Nov. 28
11 AM - 1 PM

Mon., Dec. 23
Tue., Dec. 24
Wed., Dec. 25
11 AM - 1 PM

Make plans to 
volunteer and 

make a difference!

From the Director...

As grim as the report is for this newsletter, we 
still rejoice in the fact that God continues to meet 
the needs of Crossroads so that we continue to 
meet the needs of the homeless and the addicted.  
There may not be extras but it’s just what is 
needed.  When we think that things are the 
darkest, we get meat, eggs or milk.  Those are 
some of the luxuries from our in-kind donors.  
Every department has tightened up and made 
sacrifices.  
In this edition of the News for Our Friends, 

you’ll see just some of the miracles that happen 
daily at Crossroads.  We are truly thankful for the 
bounty that God has blessed us with at this time.  
Through your donations of cash or in-kind goods, 

we are able to carry on the work of the Lord to 
help those afflicted by poverty or addiction.  Of all 
the things that happen to the mission because of 
lack of cash donations or lack of in-kind donations 
or loss of contractual dollars, we walk by faith not 
by sight.  
Please remember Crossroads when you pray.  

May God be glorified as we continue to be His 
hand extended!
 
 Missing a Friend for the Holidays

The
 3 Days of

The 3 Days ofThe 3-Days of 
Thanksgiving and the 
3-Days of Christmas 
celebration are right 
around the corner.  Last 

year’s events were huge.  We 
served an average of 1,000 meals 
each day!  We couldn’t do it all 
by ourselves and that’s why 
we are extremely thankful to 
the volunteers who came and 
helped out during those days.
This year we will be missing 

one of those faithful volunteers. 
Jerry Kinner made the trip 
from Medicine Hat, Canada 
each winter and spent most of 
his time helping Crossroads 

somehow.  When in Canada 
he and his wife Lynda would 
collect shoes, clothes, and 
many more things to bring 
to the Mission.  More than 
once they had to rent a 
UHAUL truck to bring all 
the things they collected!
The Thanksgiving and 

Christmas events were Jerry’s 
favorites.  This year we 
will miss Jerry.  He passed 
away in the Spring.  We 
remembered his kindness 
in a memorial service held 
at Crossroads Mission.
We’re sure he would 

have liked it that way. ♥
NEWS for our Partners2



With great pride, Jesus 
shows off the areas of the 
Mission he has adopted 
under his care.

From the Cover...
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Jesus likes routines.  
Every morning he 
wakes up at five and 
starts his chores. He 
sweeps the sidewalks, picks up 
trash and throws it away, he waters 
plants, prunes trees, takes out 
weeds, and sees what seeds or 
transplants need to be sowed.  He 
does all this before breakfast.  All 
because he has appointed himself 
as Crossroads Mission’s gardener.
At the age of 75 Jesus was still 

doing labor work picking lettuce 
in the local fields.  One day after 
work he just fainted and fell right 
by the side of a road.  He ended up 
in the hospital and spent one day 
in observation.  Because he had no 
family and no place to live, he was 
brought to Crossroads Mission.
Since then, Jesus says he hasn’t 

been the same.  He was unable to 
return to work and without income 
he couldn’t pay his share of the 
rent.  He was officially homeless.

At the Mission the case managers 
started working with him in what 
should have been a straight forward 
application for Social Security 
benefits.  Jesus is a U.S. citizen 
and has worked over 50 years 
in agricultural labor all over the 
country, primarily in Las Cruces, 
New Mexico.  When his benefits 
were denied, he was encouraged 
to appeal.  After much jumping 

through hoops, Jesus was finally 
informed that he could not receive 
benefits because his identity 
was in question.  Someone else 
was already receiving his Social 
Security benefits.
Now Jesus is appealing again 

and hoping that his work history 
will reveal that he is the rightful 
beneficiary of his own benefits.  
Until all this gets cleared up, he 
is literally stuck.  He remains 
positive, but most of all grateful 
to have a place to live.  He likes 
to feel useful and tries to pull his 
weight around the Mission.
The story of Jesus is just one 

of the many stories behind the 
residents of the Mission.
He says, “Keep helping the 

Mission. It’s a home that is very 
helpful to everyone.  I am very 
thankful.  Nowhere have I been 
helped so much.”

The Self-Appointed Gardener
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Around the Mission...
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Balloons, decorations, festive food, cake, 
ice-cream, live music, and presents - it was 
definitely a party at the Mission!
 The Birthday Party for All was held on August 25th for the 5th 

consecutive year.  In 2008, we held the first birthday celebration 
thinking it would be a normal event.  We were surprised at the 
overwhelming acceptance of the event.  So much so that we tried 
it again in 2009.  By then it was clear that this would have to be a 
yearly occurrence at Crossroads.
This year was just as festive and jolly as years past.  When 

talking to people at their tables it was amazing to hear them tell 
stories of their own birthdays.  Some had not celebrated their birth 
in years.  Their situations simply had no room for parties.  Others, 
children especially, were excited to celebrate once more.
We’d like to thank our many wonderful supporters for 

sponsoring this event.  We were able to serve delicious pork chops 
with mashed potatoes, and pizza for the children.  

The special food and the presents were all 
because of you.  All we 

can say is God bless 
you! ♥

Party at the Mission:
Celebrating everyone’s birthday!



Freshly baked pizza at the Mission 
is not a luxury that happens often.  
That’s why when the Little Caesar’s 
Love Kitchen parked in front of the 
main building it caused quite a 
stir.  Children and all the children 
at heart, were very excited to have 
this “special delivery”.  The staff of 

the Love Kitchen baked around 200 pizzas all as part of 
their free community service mobile kitchen.  We thank Little Caesar’s 
and Green Trees Grocery Outlet for donating the salad to go along with 
the pizza; and the youth group from the Foothills Baptist Church for 
helping serve and clean up. ♥

This was the scene of the closing day 
of this year’s Vacation Bible School 
at the Family Shelter.  Once again the 
parking lot was turned into a mini water 
park.  Kids got to enjoy a day of play after 
a week full of Bible stories, games, music, 
puppet shows, snacks, and overall fun.  We send 
a great thank you to Mellon Farms for sponsoring this year’s VBS! ♥

Around the Mission...

Bed Bugs
“NOT AT THE MISSION!” 
That’s what Executive 
Director Myra Garlit says.
With people coming to our 

shelters from all walks of 
life, from clean places 
and dirty places, the 
possibility of a bed 
bug being an unwanted 
“travel companion” is 
very likely.
Added to this concern 

is the number of donated 
furniture pieces, bedding, and 
clothing that could also be “carriers”.
The thought of bed bugs taking over 

was disturbing! So preventive measures 
were taken by installing two bed bug 
ovens - one at the main campus behind 

the shelters, 
and one at the 
thrift store 
right outside 
the receiving 
gate.  The 
ovens operate 
just like a 
refrigerated 

storage container except that instead 
of cool air, the compressor fills the 
container with  hot air - turning the 
container into a giant oven.
Bed bugs will die when exposed to 

115°F for fifteen minutes.  We intend 
to kill any possible bed bug intruders 
with this method.  At the shelters, the 
guests’ or new resident’s belongings 

get treated before they are brought 
inside.  At the thrift store, all 

clothing and furniture donations 
get “baked” before they get 

sorted, cleaned, and put on 
the sales floor.   Of course, 

God is in control here at the 
Mission and we trust Him above all to 
keep us bed bug free. ♥

Vacation Bible School!

NEWS for our Partners 5



NEWS for our Partners6

When Home Depot says 
they’ll do a project for your 
organization they’ll do it 
fast and they’ll do it right!
A group of their volunteers showed up 

early at the Men’s Shelter and started 
unloading lots of supplies, everything 
from cleaners to mortar and tile.  Right 
away they started literally demolishing 
the showers. They then reconstructed the 
studs and installed new moisture proof 

Making a Difference...

walls.  They repaired the light fixtures 
and the vanities, installed new splash 
guards, cleaned the walls and gave them 
a fresh coat of paint.  They did this all in 
one week of intense, non-stop work.
We’re very grateful to the Home Depot 

Foundation for awarding Crossroads 
a $2000 grant.  That grant and the 
expert skills and work donated by store 
manager Amberlee Cuaresma, and staff 
made it all possible.  Awesome job! ♥

Thank You! Congratulations!

We’re very grateful to Attorney C. Candy Camarena for 
donating a total of $10,000!  The first $5,000 was used 
to purchase a much needed convection oven.  The other 
$5,000 came right on time to make ends meet.  We 

commend Mr. Camarena for caring deeply for families 
who struggle with homelessness.  God bless you!

Jose Vidal, a Counselor at Crossroads Mission, received 
state-level recognition from Cenpatico of Arizona 
for being “a leader in the provision of outreach and 
engagement in the Latino community.”  Since 2005, 
Jose has been a key person when it comes to helping 
Latinos and Spanish speakers at Crossroads. Great job!

A Bathroom Repair & Remodel

x2!



What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN

  Kitchen
MEALS 11706  10792  9735  9147 8940 8937

  Family Shelter
BED NIGHTS 2371 1761 2055 2035 2066 2264
INDIVIDUALS 92 80 90 99 99 91

CHILDREN 32 30 31 35 44 30
  Men's Shelter

BED NIGHTS 3273 2896 2456 2109 2183 2377
INDIVIDUALS 208 172 124  129 149 164

  Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED 32 20 29 35 26 33

COMPLETED 19 8 21 22 17 17
  New Life Recovery Program

ENTERED 9 3 10 8 6 4
GRADUATES 7 7 6 7 3 1

  Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS 139  101  134 150 129 108

HOURS STUDIED 883.25 896.25 642.25 701.25 1307 1109
GEDS 1  2 1  5 4 1

  Serenity Complex
BED NIGHTS  255 247 197 181 186 186 
INDIVIDUALS 9 8  7 7 6 6 

  Harmony Home
BED NIGHTS  78  84 62 57 31  31
INDIVIDUALS  3  3  2 2 1 1

  Giving
CLOTHES 8314 13432 10493 18612 10210 12414

FURNITURE 69 64 58 93 58 19

Memorial Gifts:
A Gift In Memory Of: Kindly Given By:
Clayton Campbell Kathleen Campbell
Corin Jermal Williams Myra Garlit
Dolores Marquez John & Carmelita Lejan

Mary D. Wilcox
Euphena Bell Robert and Emily Olsen
Frank Cooper Sharon & Charles Craig

Myra Garlit
Jerry Kinner Dean Carnelli

Lynda Kinner
Myra Garlit

Johanna Smith Antonia Badone
Karen Bennet Sharon & Charles Craig
Lionel Daniel Sr. Sharon & Charles Craig
Lovella Smith Fortuna De Oro Bibe Study
Mary Watson Sharon & Charles Craig

Mr. & Mrs. Skehan
Myra Garlit

Patricia Sommers Scott Sommers
Rosalie Epperson Marilyn and Albert Prich
Rosalie Headington Beverly Fritz

Myra Garlit
Vince Potestio Carol Potestio
Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones.  A 
memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer hope to 

the needy in the name of a friend or family member.

Honorary Gifts:
A Gift In Honor Of: Kindly Given By:
Cathleen Campbell Karen Campbell
Marie Roseman My Mother

A Honorary Gift is a great way to honor a special person with a 
gift  that will help the needy.  Honorary gifts make great birthday, 

anniversary, or recognition awards.

Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.  We 
apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

Making a Difference...
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Another Parking Lot Sale!
November 1 & 2

The “W.J. Bill Anderson Memorial Bike Shop” 
just became official. It’s come a long way from 

the dilapidated shack it used to be and we’re 
very excited to add the final touch with this new 
sign. The shop continues to help many with new 
bikes and fixing their existing bikes.  Many times 
we’re able to give those bikes free of charge.  
Got a bike you could donate?  Someone in need 
could sure use it! ♥

This was the scene of last year’s parking lot sale.  There were thousands 
of items in the parking lot.  Deals galore!  Make plans to be there at the 
Thrift Store, on the corner of 5th Avenue and 8th Street.  See you there!

Look! A new sign...



www.crossroadsmission.org

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard 
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap.  (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations 
available upon request.)  We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations.  All contributions are tax-
deductible.  We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions.  We partner with the State of Arizona, 
DES, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of Arizona.  We do not solicit in front of stores or door to door.  Please report 
any impostors to us immediately.  News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads 
Mission.  We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter.  If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us 
know.  --This project was funded by the Arizona Department of Economic Security, Office of Community Partnerships and Innovative 
Practices Homeless Program. Points of view are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies 
of the Department. Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, Crossroads Mission must make a reasonable accommodation to allow 
a person with a disability to take part in a program, service, or activity. For example, this means that if necessary, Crossroads Mission 
must provide sign language interpreters for people who are deaf, a wheelchair accessible location, or enlarged print materials. It 
also means that Crossroads Mission will take any other reasonable action that allows you to take part in and understand a program 
or activity, including making reasonable changes to an activity. If you believe that you will not be able to understand or take part in a 
program or activity because of your disability, please let us know of your disability needs in advance if at all possible. Please contact 
Crossroads Mission.

P.O. Box 1161  .  Yuma, AZ  85366-1161

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions.   www.agrm.org
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NUMBERS TO KNOW
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11

Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special 
Presentations, Church Events & Worship 
Teams
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 55

Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts 
of Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 783-9362, Ext. 57

Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, 
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11

Newsletters & Website
Azucena Solorzano (928) 783-9362, Ext. 55

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer 
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 783-9362, Ext. 57

2nd Chance Thrift Store
Pick-Ups Line (928) 726-0491, Ext. 10
Saturdays (928) 726-0491, Ext. 19

Finances & Donations 
(928) 726-0491

Career & Academic Center 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31

Family Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30

Main Campus 
(928) 783-9362

Men’s Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13

First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS. 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22

To Schedule a FREE pick 
up of your donations call: 726-0491 Ext.
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 The Best Prices in town!

Alex Montoya
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter 
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Gene Dalbey
John Minore
Mary Cordery
Ralph Williams, Vice Chairman
Summer Mellon, Chairman
Tom Anderson
Tom Mannan, Past Chairman
_________________________________

Robyn Stallworth-Pouquett,
Recording Secretary

Board of Directors:

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2nd ChanCe
THRIFT STORE

Credit Cards Accepted!

OPEN  MONDAY - SATURDAY 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Crossroads Mission is committed to glorifying 
God by serving those at their crossroads of life 

For every  dollar you donate to 
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents 
are used for administration costs

Did you know?


