SUMMER & FALL 2012

We’re Open!
The new Family Shelter building is now open
and fully operational. One of the first events
held there was a Vacation Bible School for all
the kids staying at the shelter and the staff’s
children. Here the children were having fun
under Rural Metro’s “rain”. More on page 3.

From the Director...

A Summer of Activity & Help
Welcome to the newest edition
of News for Our Partners! This

Myra E. Garlit

M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
Executive Director

edition finds the activity at the mission continuing
as folks seek services for a long list of needs. The
new family shelter has been open about seven
months now. The new facility is beautiful but most
importantly it is very functional for the needs of
our clients and guests. It was difficult to judge just
how many beds were needed to meet the needs of
this community but we felt that the 100-bed shelter
was exactly what was needed. I enjoy watching the
faces of first-time visitors to the shelter. From the
floors to the decorations on the wall, we are seeing
the importance of a facility that is built to support
the programs of change for our clients and guests.
Around the mission, the thrift store thrived during
the summer. We’re short on volunteers and could
use your help. The warehouse is hot or cold but the
work is honorable. Our trucks continue to pick up
donations six days a week. The drivers will also
deliver any of your furniture or appliance purchases
for about $25 in the Yuma vicinity. The store
staff works to keep the donations in the warehouse
moving quickly to the sales floor. Merchandise
changes daily. Weekly specials are posted in the
store, emailed to those on the email list, listed in
ads in the local paper, and handed out on flyers
at the register. All the profits from the store
support the programs of the mission. The sales,
the bargains, the opportunities to help the poor
and needy give an ongoing element of happiness
to those who come to the store whether to shop,
donate, volunteer, or have a voucher filled. We
want to be your favorite thrift store!
Our full-service kitchen remains the hub of
activities for the entire mission. We believe that it
is important to feed the hungry as the Bible tells.

2

NEWS for our Partners

We understand that feeding the hungry is one of our
first duties as Christians. It’s hard to tell someone
about Jesus loving them when a person is hungry.
Food drives continue to be an important element
of meeting the needs of the hungry. We work
closely with the Yuma Community Food Bank but
only receive 3-7% of the food that we use from
that agency. If your club, church, or organization
would like to hold a food drive for the mission,
please contact Barbara Rochester at 928-580-4482.
We need your help!
In the recovery program, we continue to see the
effects of addiction and alcoholism. We also
continue to see change in those who are willing to
follow the steps to recovery. We are saddened to
see a new scourge come to our community in the
form of a type of amphetamines called “bath salts”.
This drug is rapidly going through the younger
population. Its devastating effects are difficult to
treat. The men and women who partake of this
drug are often changed for life and that change
is not good. We serve a God who is capable of
miracles. With this drug, it often takes a miracle.
Addiction is a disease and Jesus is the Greater
Healer of diseases!
If you live in Yuma, you know we had days of
extreme heat. We kept the shelters open to give
the homeless a place to get out of the extreme
heat—a place of safety and comfort from the harsh
elements.
The programs and services at the mission continue
to affect change in the folks who seek to change.
We help the helpless, hopeless, ignored, and
abused. With your donations, we continue to be
His hand extended! Please remember Crossroads
when you pray! God bless you!

From the Cover...

A New Beginning!
A new era has begun at as a dining room,
as a meeting room,
Crossroads Mission, a
as a child playroom
new beginning!
and watch center,

Having room to spare is something
totally new for the family shelter.
There have been no families or
single women turned away because
of lack of space. That is HUGE!
The old shelter used to be a rented
building that was simply inadequate
to house both the shelter and
education center. The need for beds
was so great that eventually the
center had to give up its three small
rooms to be used as dormitories.
This helped for a while until once
again there was a need for more
beds and we started putting mats on
the floor to accommodate everyone.
Thankfully, that is in the past!
Since the grand opening on April
27th the new family shelter building
has made a great difference. The
education center has a home once
again and it is simply beautiful.
One side of the building is
dedicated to the homeless guests
and short term resident families.
The other side houses the women
in recovery. One great difference
for the recovery side is that now
children are allowed to stay with
their parents while they go through
the recovery program.
This is essential in
keeping families
unified and prevents
children from being
separated from their
parents, or even from
having to go into foster
care.
The center of the
building is home to the
multi-purpose room.
We use it as a chapel,

The ribbon cutting at

the grand opening

as a training room,
etc. This year
we held our third
annual Vacation
Bible School for
all the children
in the shelter and
The new education ce
nter
staff’s children. It
was really nice to
be able to stay in campus
and not have to transport all
the children to a borrowed
facility. The children
enjoyed the closing event
most of all when Rural
Metro brought one of their
fire engines and literally
made it rain!
We are forever thankful to
God and to everyone one who
contributed towards this enormous
project. It’s the beginning of
new and wonderful things for our
community. Praise God!
During this summer’s

Vacation Bible School:

snack time, craft tim

e, and play time!
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A Look Inside The Family Shelter...

Surprise Party! Worth It...
Aaron was not
expecting any type
of celebration for his
ninth birthday. He

figured since he was living at
the Crossroads Mission family
shelter there was nothing that
could be done about it.
However, his mom Theresa
had other plans to make the
day special regardless of the
circumstances. She decided
to have a surprise party for
him right there at the shelter.
She got a few people to help
her get everything ready and
everyone was told to keep
it secret. Everyone was
onboard!
Aaron suspected nothing
so when he couldn’t find
his mother he went into the
multi-purpose room and
found himself in the middle
of a party - his party. The
room was decorated with
a “Batman” theme and
everybody from the shelter
was in attendance. There was
a big cake, balloons, presents,
ice cream, and soft drinks.
It was all too much for
Aaron, who was overcome
with the joyful surprise. “He
was very emotional! I think
he wasn’t expecting anything

because of the situation we’re
in,” said Theresa. “He even
had unexpected gifts from the
staff that I didn’t expect.”
Four month pregnant
Theresa, her son Aaron, and
3 year old daughter Aiyanna
have been living at the
shelter since the end of July.
Circumstances forced them
to move from their apartment
and since they have no family
in Yuma, ended up homeless.
Theresa is going on job
interviews hoping to become
employed soon. Meanwhile
she is working on getting her
GED at Crossroads and has
plans to continue on to the
University of Phoenix once
she gets it. “You come here
and the staff really motivates
you to get on your feet,” says
Theresa.
For his part, Aaron really
likes to have more kids
around. He is learning to pray
and goes faithfully to “Prayer
Circle” each morning before
school. Even his grades are
better. “He’s happy we didn’t
end up on the streets!”

All the sacrifices that
Jonathan has had to make
have all been worth it. So says

the 30 year old single dad with full custody
living at the shelter. He was forced to
leave his job after his schedule changed
to the graveyard shift. He couldn’t find
any one to look after his 11 month old
daughter, Lynnessa. His temporary living
arrangements ended when his cousin
moved back to Texas.
However, Jonathan remains positive and
continues to look for jobs, he is almost
done with his GED and wants to get some
type of occupational degree. He is also
contemplating joining the ARMY in hopes
of providing for his daughter.
“Anybody can do it - raise your child.
Be true to yourself, don’t let anything
discourage you. Get your priorities
straight because when you have life in
your hands it makes you look at the world
differently. Being a single father is hard.
But, at the end of the day her smile makes
up for it,” says Jonathan.
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Around the Mission...

Rescuing Lives!
Crossroads Mission is
a Rescue mission that
saves lives on a daily
basis.

Rescuing people involves
much more than a meal and a
bed. It is also about looking
after people’s physical health.
One of the ways we do this
is through Yuma Regional
Medical Center’s Healthy
Hearts program.
Each month medically trained
volunteers check blood pressures,
pulse and weight at the Men’s
Shelter. A card is given to each
participant to keep a monthly
record of their results.
The program is very simple but it has
had life-saving results. There have been people
who had their blood pressure so high that they
had to be transported to the hospital or to see a
doctor. At least three lives have been saved so
far. They felt sick but didn’t know they were so
seriously ill!
Preventive check-ups are not common practice
for most of the homeless. They don’t see the
point of having their blood pressure checked
when they can’t purchase any
medication they might need.
Thankfully, we are able to
help some people obtain their
prescriptions with funds provided by
a City of Yuma CDBG grant.
An average of 150 checks are done
each month. We’ve even extended the
program to our thrift store clients and
have offered blood pressure screenings
to them as they come in to the store. Many of them
were very surprised but very glad for the service.
We’re thankful to YRMC, to City of Yuma, and to the
volunteers that make this happen.
Together we rescue lives!
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Around the Mission...

Happy Birthday To All!
It was party time at
the Mission! We celebrated

everyone’s birthday during the
annual “Birthday Party for All”.

Hundreds of people came to our
party and enjoyed delicious food,
cake, snow cones, and cotton candy.
We had live music and we sang the
Happy Birthday song several times.
There were gifts for everyone and
toys for the children.
We knew the word was getting
around about the “place to be”
on August 25th. We could feel
the anticipation building. We
even changed our original menu
of burgers and fries after a short
survey revealed that what was really
wanted was a good-ol carne asada
meal! We even had fresh pizza

thanks to Little Caesar’s Pizza. The
children were in heaven!
But the kids will remember most
of all the giant water slide that was
placed outside of the family shelter!
They took turns and went up the
stairs and down the slide over and
over until it was time for the slide
to be picked up. What an awesome
thing to create wonderful memories
during a time of hardship!
This is one of the more popular
events here at Crossroads Mission.
For some it is the only birthday
celebration they will have. As was
the case for Yolanda (top, right
picture).
Yolanda’s actual birthday
happened to be the exact day of our
event. Her husband, a migrant farm

worker, was living away because
of his job. “I had just talked to him
this morning and he was really sad
that he wouldn’t be here for my
birthday,” Yolanda told us. “I told
him not to worry that I was already
having a big party and that is was
all in my honor!”
She brought along her kids and
simply enjoyed the day. There were
three more people who celebrated
their birthday that same day. And,
of course, everyone celebrated their
own birthday right along with them.
This was a big event and we were
able to serve 400 meals that day
thanks to your generosity. God
bless you, and if you didn’t come to
the party: happy birthday!
NEWS for our Partners
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Around the Community...

A Pounding By The City

“Pounding” is defined
online in The Free
Dictionary as “the act
of pounding (delivering
repeated heavy
blows).” So when we first

heard that the City of Yuma
wanted to give us a “pounding”
we were a bit nervous. As it
turns out, there was nothing to
worry about!
Thanks to the generosity of
the City employees our pantry
shelves were filled back in April.
There were 7,926 pounds!
Fortunately, they were pounds
of beans, rice, sugar, flour, oatmeal,
canned vegetables, and much more.
Everyday an average of 400 meals
are served daily at Crossroads
Mission. To cook a dish that will
feed so many about 90 cans of
vegetables are needed. When you
add it all up it’s easy to see why we
were so grateful for this bountiful
food donation.
Thank you City of Yuma!
Top picture: Myra presented a
recognition plaque to the City at a City
Council meeting.
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Around the Community...

Priority Mail!
Crossroads received a 36,000 pound
special delivery on May 12!

Once again we were honored to have been selected
by the National Association of Letter Carriers and
the National Rural Letter Carriers’ Association as
the recipients of their 2012 Letter Carriers Food
Drive. This food drive has been a huge blessing for
Crossroads! The 36,000 pounds of food collected
really made a difference.
This is the fourth year that we have felt a significant
relief in our food costs during the tough summer
months. At a time when our cash donations decreased,
it was comforting to know that at least we had food.
Organizing the collection and sorting the donations
were very big jobs. We are very grateful
to every single Letter Carrier who
participated; every household that shared
food from their pantry with us; and every
volunteer that helped!

NEWS for our Partners
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Making a Difference...

Mobilizing The Needy!
Through the W.J. (Bill)
Anderson Memorial Bike Shop

Bill Anderson in his 2007
Arizona Perimeter ride

A tiny, one-room building
located next to the Thrift
Store is home to the W.J.
(Bill) Anderson Memorial
Bike Shop.

Board Member Gene

Bill Anderson inspired the entire
community when he completed
four amazing bicycle runs to bring
awareness to homelessness and
to Crossroads Mission. He first
rode the vertical distance of the
country from the Canada border
to the Mexican border. Then, he
rode the horizontal distance in his
“Ocean to Ocean” ride that started
in the San Diego coast and finished
in Jacksonville Beach, Florida.
For his third quest Bill rode from
the Mexican border to the Canada
border, and back home to Yuma.
Finally, he challenged himself
one more time by riding the entire
perimeter of the state of Arizona to
celebrate his 82nd birthday!
Bill passed away on August 31,
2012. Crossroads Mission honors
Bill’s memory by naming the bike

10

NEWS for our Partners

Dalbey fixing a bicyc

le

shop program after him.
The bike shop was born out of
necessity when we kept getting
request for bike parts and bicycles
at the thrift store. Unfortunately,
because of lack of storage space, we
had to keep our stock to a minimum
at our old store.
Our new location affords us space
to keep all donated bicycles and
parts in one spot. Bicycles are
repaired, tuned up, and sometimes
built from scratch. Some are sold to
bring in funds to support programs
at the Mission. Many bikes are
given to program participants to
be used as transportation. There is
also a “bike trade program” where

anyone can come and volunteer at
the bike shop and “earn” the bicycle
they fix up.
Bicycle donations and parts are
needed! Gene Dalbey, a Board
Member of Crossroads Mission is
a bicycle enthusiast and has been
involved in creation of this new
program. He volunteers weekly
and believes that, “there is a bike
in every household that they’re not
using. If they would donate them
they’d make a difference.”

Making a Difference...

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT
JAN
FEB
Kitchen
MEALS
11259 10259
Family Shelter
BED NIGHTS
983
944
INDIVIDUALS
49
40
CHILDREN
14
9
Men's Shelter
BED NIGHTS
2836
2655
INDIVIDUALS
110
95
Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED
41
50

MAR

APR

MAY

JUN

9969

9904

8482

9506

712
39
6

632
38
8

669
45
10

1144
75
30

2701
94

2752
113

1087
68

2217
48

51
31

48
27

44
24

46
31

COMPLETED
26
28
New Life Recovery Program
ENTERED
12
9
15
8
13
GRADUATES
4
5
8
4
6
Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS
68
67
73
66
79
HOURS STUDIED 875.75 793.75 959.5 694.25 1085.5
GEDs
1
0
1
1
2
Serenity Complex
BED NIGHTS
248
232
272
334
334
INDIVIDUALS
8
8
10
12
11
Harmony Home
93
87
102
120
124
BED NIGHTS
INDIVIDUALS
3
3
4
4
4
Giving
CLOTHES
1901
1841
1801
2463
6926
FURNITURE
45
32
41
127
50

Memorial Gifts:
A Gift In Memory Of:

Kindly Given By:

Aaron Casey Engler
Anabel Conner
Brandon Herndon
Clint Curry
Dad

Mary Watson
Myra E. Garlit
Darlen Keele & Frank Hayes
Charles & Sharon Craig
Dennis Burhans
Fern Albert
William & Myrtke Gunlock
Myra E. Garlit
Esther Marsh
Mary & Barth
Glen Curtis
Spike & Rebecca Curtis
Norman & Marcia Bean
Charles & Sharon Craig
Charles & Sharon Craig
Don & Verda McCain
Glenys Schmitt
L. Hope Judlin & Colette Hoppstetter
Myra E. Garlit
Richard D Sprague
Richard, Sally, David & Elizabeth
Hoppstetter
Ron & Jill Andrews
The Lemke Family
Ed Shubert
Opal Muir
Mary Ann McLane
Myra E. Garlit
Judy Ann Johnson-Candee
Lorna Gunderson
Lorrane Ferrick
Fortuna De Oro
Greg & Martha Stewart
Charles & Sharon Craig
Spike & Rebecca Curti
Ann buster
Larry & Marlena Parrt

Dejazu Jones
Dotty Johnson
Fransisco Ordendain
Homer Galen Oung
Jerry Klein
John Hoppstetter

7
4
81
1212
0
300
10

Jolene Salkow
Joyce Weathers
Lawrence “Doc” Garlit
Kendal Smith
Rev. Paul Gunderson
Russ Cropley
Tony Brull

100

4
4480
64

Vicki J
William "Bill" Brennan

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones. A
memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer hope to the
needy in the name of a friend or family member.

Honorary Gifts:
A Gift In Honor Of:

Kindly Given By:

Bessis Gutierrez
Dustin Boheam
Joyce Graham
Myra Garlit

L Gutierrez
Tommy & Connie Beshears
Sherry Roberts
Dean Holland from Sierra Vista
Presbyterian Church

A Honorary Gift is a great way to honor a special person with a gift that
will help the needy. Honorary gifts make great birthday, anniversary, or
recognition awards.
Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct. We apologize for
any errors that may have occurred.

Thank you to the Cocopah Indian Tribe for their $250 donation.
We are blessed to have many supporters that make big and small
contributions. God bless you all! Above: Carlos Pereyra, Tribal Council
Member, with Myra Garlit and Barbara Rochester.

THANK YOU!!! For your support during the last months
We could not have done the many special events and
provided as many services without your help. Our
promise to you is one of accountability, transparency,
and good stewardship. Did you know that for every
dollar you donate to Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administration costs?
We are careful on how we spend because it's not our
money - it's your money, and God's money!
NEWS for our Partners
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2nd Chance

NUMBERS TO KNOW
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 11
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 783-9362, Ext. 57
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11

THRIFT STORE
The Best Prices in town!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street
Credit Cards Accepted!
To Schedule a FREE pick up
of your donations call:

726-0491
Board of Directors:

Newsletters & Website
Azucena Solorzano (928) 783-9362, Ext. 55
Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 783-9362, Ext. 57
2nd Chance Bargain Center & Pick-up Line
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 10
Finances & Donations
(928) 726-0491
Career & Academic Center
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31
Harmony House - Women’s Transitional
(928) 783-5906
Family Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30
Main Campus
(928) 783-9362
Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13
First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22
Serenity House - Men’s Transitional
(928) 783-5642

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administration costs

Crossroads Mission is committed to glorifying
God by serving those at their crossroads of life
Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible. We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions. We partner with the State of Arizona,
DES, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of Arizona. We do not solicit in front of stores or door to door. Please report
any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads
Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us
know. --This project was funded by the Arizona Department of Economic Security, Office of Community Partnerships and Innovative
Practices Homeless Program. Points of view are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policies
of the Department. Under the Americans with Disabilities Act, Crossroads Mission must make a reasonable accommodation to allow
a person with a disability to take part in a program, service, or activity. For example, this means that if necessary, Crossroads Mission
must provide sign language interpreters for people who are deaf, a wheelchair accessible location, or enlarged print materials. It
also means that Crossroads Mission will take any other reasonable action that allows you to take part in and understand a program
or activity, including making reasonable changes to an activity. If you believe that you will not be able to understand or take part in a
program or activity because of your disability, please let us know of your disability needs in advance if at all possible. Please contact
Crossroads Mission.

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions. www.agrm.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Alex Montoya
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter, Past Chairman
Doug Mellon,Treasurer
Gene Dalbey
Mary Cordery
Mike Skinner, Vice Chairman
Ralph Williams
Robyn Stallworth-Pouquett, Secretary
Summer Mellon
Tom Anderson
Tom Mannan, Chairman
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