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From the Director...

A Sample of What We See...
Myra E. Garlit

M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
Executive Director

We’ve got exciting messages in this edition of News for Our Partners! We are
celebrating our sixtieth year of operations. What an accomplishment. Crossroads
Mission, formally known as Lower Lights Rescue Mission, has grown over the years.
The original mission was on Madison Avenue and that building still stands to this day.
At one time it served as the county court house and the last official public service was a
hanging in the back yard. Years later Lower Lights Rescue Mission opened its doors to
serve the homeless men who had no place to go. The building had 28 beds and served
meals to anyone who wanted to eat. The catch was you had to listen to a sermon before
you could eat. Today, that is not a requirement although we still offer devotions in the
morning and chapels in the evening after the meal.
Many things have changed over the years besides eating after chapel. There are more
programs and services to help people change their lives. There is a 14,000 square foot
family shelter for single women, women with children, men with children, and families.
Women who are in the substance abuse program live in the shelter. The shelter is a
busy place as the education center is also in the same building. Adults can work on
getting their GED or pre-college courses.
First Step is the “detox” center for the addicted and alcoholics to have a safe place to
withdraw from their drug or alcohol. They are monitored by EMT’s 24/7 and can enter
the Crossroads Mission New Way program or another program in the community. The
homeless are also able to enter the New Way program.

As you can see, there are many changes that have taken place over the past 60 years.
We are going to have a gala event in November that we will announce later this year. We
hope that you will join us as we celebrate the years of growth. Crossroads has helped
many people change their lives over the past years. By God’s grace and direction, we
continue to grow and to change to help the needs of the poor and needy. Thank you for
being a Partner! God bless you as you continue on this journey with us!

Every Donation Matters!
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We value every donation that comes through the
doors at Crossroads Mission. Even the smallest item
can be put to use in different ways! In this picture you
can see Corwin, Crossroads' "Director of First
Impressions", filling up old pill containers with
laundry soap, both items that were donated to the
mission by people like you! Please continue to help
and remember, every donation you make matters to
Crossroads Mission. God Bless You!

In the Community...

Staying Afloat With the "Ark"
C

rossroads Mission has
been a part of the Yuma
Community for 60 years. It
started out simply as a place for
those in need to come for “Soup,
Soap and Salvation.” Through
the years Crossroads has grown
to encompass much more and
provide so much more.
This year is Crossroads' 60th
anniversary and we are blessed to
be adding a brand new building
to continue aiding the homeless
and addicted in the community.
Our new “Ark” warehouse was
inaugurated on March 22, 2019
with many people coming to see
the new building.
Crossroads had the honor of
having the Mayor of Yuma,
Douglas Nicholls, in attendance
to help with the ribbon cutting
ceremony. Chamber of
Commerce President, John
Courtis was also present, as were
many of Crossroads’ supporters
who helped make the new
building a reality.
The new warehouse enables
Crossroads to store more dry
goods and food to be used to
serve meals to the hungry each
day. On an average day, the

kitchen can use over 500 pounds
of food to feed 3 hearty meals!
The "Ark" also includes a large
walk-in freezer to help preserve
meats and other perishable items.
The Yuma Community Food
Bank provided funds for a walk
in refrigerator and we are blessed
to have their continued support.
Now that the new warehouse
has been completep, we now
look to the future and the goal of
a new Men's Center. With prayer
and your continued support of
Crossroads, this goal will be
accomplished in the near future!
God Bless You All!

Left to Right - Empty lot for "Ark"; Foundation and structure construction; Finished "Ark" Warehouse
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Latrinda: There is alw
w
C

ould you imagine having
four kids and finding
yourself homeless, doing whatever
you needed to do to survive?
This is the situation that Latrinda
found herself in before coming to
Crossroads Mission. She and her
four children had lost their home
and were on the streets for over
four months.
“I was addicted to a certain
lifestyle, a former dancer, the fast
life and fast money,” Latrinda
stated. For her, this was a means
of survival, but also her addiction.
Addiction can come in any form
and doesn't always mean drugs and
alcohol. This fast life eventually
lead to the loss of the place she and
her children called home.
Latrinda ended up coming to
Crossroads Mission in 2017.
Realizing she wanted better for
herself and her children, she
decided to join the New Way
Program, the extended stay shelter
program. Her initial goals were
to learn patience and to put forth
effort to better herself and provide
as a mother. Latrinda wanted to get
back on her feet and find stability
for her family once again, but not
by living the fast life anymore.
"After coming to the Mission,
I learned a lot about myself. I
learned a lot about recovery."
Latrinda was able to learn how
to live a better lifestyle while

"I would
recommend anyone that is
going through something,
going through addiction,
to give the program
at the mission.
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a chance."

Latrinda said the
program had worked for her in
many ways but the most important
was learning how not to give up.

"It's about not giving up
and knowing that there is
hope. There are people
there to support you and
to remain faithful and
positive. Every day is
different and there are ups
and downs, but don't ever
give up on yourself." This

is truly a statement that anyone
who is struggling in their life can
live by!
"One thing I love about the
mission is that it is God-oriented,
it's faith-based. Which provides
support: mentally, emotionally, and
spiritually." Latrinda said that she
had always believed in God, but
coming to the Mission helped
her to deepen her connection and
belief, through both the good times
and bad times.
"I would recommend
anybody, male, female,
family, anyone (to) go to
the mission. It's a great
experience if you
are really ready to
change. If you
want better for
yourself and better
for your children.
There is a lot of
support there, a lot
of resources. If
you are thinking
about going back
to school, it has the

education center. It helps you get
your G.E.D., your resume, looking
for work."
Latrinda used these resources
while at the Crossroads to help
her find employment, one of her
main goals during her stay. "All
you have to do is just do it. Don't
procrastinate! That was my biggest
problem I had to overcome."
One of the biggest things that
she continued to emphasize is that
there is support and help
at the Mission. "It's
an all-around positive
experience for anybody.
There is help there, a lot
of people say 'There's
no connections, there's
no help'. Well,
there is.

wa
ways hope
There is a lot of help there. You
just have to be the one to take that
step yourself."
Latrinda continued to work on
herself and make progress towards
her goals, eventually being able to
get her own apartment for herself
and her children. "About a week
before we were going to move out
and I knew it was going to happen,
my anxiety kicked in, my emotions,
because that,s my family." She
didn't have any immediate family
in Yuma. The staff at Crossroads
had become family, after develoing
a good relationship with Latrinda
and her kids.

"I appreciate everyone

there, everyone's help,
everyone's prayers. It's
just a happy place for
me and it really changed
my life," stated an emotional

Latrinda. Coming to Crossroads to
get help has been the best thing to
happen in her life.
Today, Latrinda is still employed
and getting settled into her
aparment with her kids. She
is continuing to move forward
towards her goals, being a good
mother and providing for her
family. She truly was brought to
the Mission by God. We pray
that He continues watch over
her and guide her family down
the right path!

To see Latrinda
tell her story in her
own words, follow
this QR code to
Crossroads'
Youtube Channel!

Below - Latrinda sits with her
boyfriend and four children in
their new apartment
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In the Community

Country Lovin' Hoedown
O

ur Capital Fundraiser
Campaign was a real hoot
this year! The Country Lovin’
Hoedown took place at Britain’s
Farm at the beginning of February.
This campaign is part of our
continued efforts to build a badly
needed new Men’s Center building
for Crossroads.
With the help of our many
volunteers, nearly 400 tickets
were sold to this event. During
the event they also helped with the
running of both a silent and live
auction to raise even more funds
for the new building. Our kitchen
staff put out a great meal consisting
of tri-tip steak, grilled chicken,
mashed potatoes, vegetables and
dinner rolls. No dinner would be
complete without a dessert, also
included was a delicious peach
cobbler.
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Entertainment for the evening
started off with the beginning
of the silent auctions and a
line dancing class for anyone
who wanted to learn. Even the
Territorial Young Marines got
into the spirit of things. After
the line dancing, a best dressed
contest was held for singles and
couples. During dinner, guests
had the chance to enjoy the
Oscar Chavez Family Band.
We continue to move forward
towards the goal of a new
Men’s Center and ask for your
continued support!
With your
help and prayer
we will surely see
the new building
take shape in the
near future. God
Bless You!

In the Community...

Wrestling For a Cause
E

ach year, we continue to see
the effects of homelessness
and addiction firsthand at
Crossroads, hindering the lives
of all who are affected. We do
our best to help people see there
is hope and a better future for
everyone.
This year, Crossroads teamed up
with Vertical Church and Revolt
Wrestling to figuratively put
addiction and homelessness in
a headlock. How you may ask,
would this be possible? By having
a few wrestling matches of course!
Britain Farms graciously
provided their facilities for the
event and it was a huge success.
The place was packed with people
looking forward to the matches.
The wrestlers performed acrobatic
feats; some of them flying high in
the air. Many found themselves
being thrown to the ground in

spectacular fashion to the cheers
of the crowd. Between matches,
the wrestlers came out to meet the
crowd and sign autographs for the
kids.
Most importantly, the proceeds
from this event were donated
to Crossroads to help continue

the fight with homelessness and
addiction. We are grateful for
everything that Vertical Church
and Revolt Wrestling did to make
this event possible. We are looking
forward to tag teaming with them
again to continue battling for those
who are in need!
Bottom - Various wrestlers
performing leaps, throws and
holds while the crowd watches
from the stands
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Around the Mission

A Fair to Remember
W

e believe in doing more
than simply feeding and
sheltering the homeless and
addicted. We believe in helping
them to learn ways to live a better
and healthier lifestyle. One way
we do that is by teaching them
hobbies and activities that allow
them to be creative and explore
their own abilities.
For the past 8 years, Crossroads
has encouraged the men and
women staying at the shelter to
create dried flower arrangements.
They are given a large amount
of supplies to choose from and
then they let their own creativity
guide their efforts. Myra Garlit,
Executive Director at Crossroads,
is always involved in this because
of her passion for gardening.
Of the over 50 arrangements
created this year, 30 were chosen
by staff to be entered into the Yuma
County Fair to be judged. All of
the entries won an award with a
couple even taking top awards for
their division!
This is not the only thing that
we teach around fair time though.
Susan Jorgensen, Crossroads
Finance Director, took the lead
in teaching people how to make
homemade pies. Fifty people
making pies all at the same time
could be daunting, but it was
pulled off in spectacular fashion.
The men and women learned how
to make homemade crusts for their
pies.
Though all the pies were enjoyed
by the staff judging them, only
seven could go to the fair. One of
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these even took home the grand
prize, the purple rosette award!
For many of those staying at
Crossroads, winning an award for
something made with their own
hands seemed impossible.
These are just a couple of the
many different fun activities that
the guests at Crossroads get to take
part in. With your continued help
and donations, we look forward to
showing those in need even more
ways to enjoy themselves and find
fulfillment in their everyday life.

Around the Mission

The Greatest Love of All
C

rossroads always has a
special Easter Sunday
service and everyone at the
mission getting the chance to
take part in it. We want them
to learn about the “Greatest
Love of All.” That love is
the sacrifice that Jesus Christ
made by willingly giving his
life on the cross as payment for
our sins.
Saturday night, the movie “The
Passion of the Christ” was
shown as a reminder of just how
great a sacrifice Jesus made for
us. Truly, there is no greater
love than Him being willing
to lay down his life to wash
away our sins.
Easter Day everyone went
to one of the local parks to
enjoy a day of fellowship and
family time. The event started
with a small service, followed
by a barbeque and fun to be had.
The children participated in
an egg hunt with their parents
helping. Then, everyone cooled
off with a water balloon fight.
All in attendance got to enjoy
a pulled pork lunch and the
chance to spend time with
their families.
Despite all of the fun often
associated with it, Easter is a
very important day and we must
continue to remember the real
reason behind its celebration.
We must continue to be grateful
for the “Greatest Love of All”,
the love of Jesus Christ!

For God so loved the
world that he gave his
one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have
eternal life.
John 3:16 NIV
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Community Support...

Thank you Yuma
Volkswagen Club!

C

Thank you
Bealls Outlet!

C

rossroads extends our thanks to the Yuma
Volkswagen Club. They held their annual
"Volkswagens on the River" celebration this spring.
During this event, they raised $5,800 which the
club decided to donate to Crossroads Mission.
This donation, and others like it help to sustain the
Mission throughout the year. God Bless You!

rossroads thanks the Bealls Outlet store in
the Yuma Palms Mall. They recently took
up a collection for baby clothing and toys for the
Family Shelter. With their support, many young
children who would have nothing, now have
clothing and toys. God Bless You!

Thank you
Del Oro Chapel!

Thank you AWC
Social Work Class!

W

e thank the Del Oro Chapel for their
recent donation of $1,000 to Crossroads.
This money will go to help those in need
through the rough summer months, providing
food, clothing and shelter during the hottest
time of the year. God Bless You! We hope to
have your continued support in the future!
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C

rossroads thanks the students of the AWC
Social Work Class. They spent over six
hours accepting donations for the Mission,
including water, toiletries and hygiene items.
Their kindness will help to continue to support
the homeless and needy throughout the
summer months!

Memorial Gifts:

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT

DEC

JAN

FEB

MAR

15,701

11,097

10,645

10,796

BED NIGHTS
INDIVIDUALS

3,062

2,310

1,350

1,703

90

87

60

56

CHILDREN

34

40

31

36

BED NIGHTS

2,141

1,978

1,955

1,844

INDIVIDUALS

141

134

135

165

Kitchen
MEALS
Family Shelter

A Gift In Memory Of:

Kindly Given By:

Tommy White
Nita Mills
Ann Buster
Keith Nelson
Donald Holden
H.L. Suverkrup
Jon Vance and John
Minore
John Minore

Darlene Abdelnour
Cheryl Bradstreet
Jim Buster
Linda Cardoza
Audrey Carter Vaught
Charles Craig
Charles Craig
Louis D'Agnolo
Steven Gunderson
Deborah Peterson
Delores Raedel
Rockford Anesthesiologists
Associated LLC
Edward Nelson
Deborah Peterson
Delores Raedel
Shultz and Rollins Ltd
Maggie Wilkerson
Kathryn Stocking Tate
Richard Sprague
Myra Garlit
Christopher Denning

Men's Shelter

Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED

50

53

37

48

COMPLETED

30

22

27

41

New Life Recovery Program
7
ENTERED
9
GRADUATES

20

19

18

17

6

8

42

45

48

40

STUDENTS

98

120

104

100

HOURS STUDIED

524

605

542

497

GEDs

0

0

1

2

CLOTHES
FURNITURE

13,690

19,393

13,497

11,910

40

112

96

56

New Way Homeless & Transition Program
PARTICIPATING
Career & Academic Center

Giving

Thank You!

Without all your support during
these past months, we could not
have provided vital services to the
homeless and hosted the many
special events. Our promise
to you is one of accountability,
transparency, and good stewardship.
We are careful on how we spend because it's not our
money - it's your money and God's money!

Christopher Denning

Frank and Jason Sandoval Brenda Sandoval
Nathan Reichman
Kristan Sheppeard
Monica Reichman
Carrie Richards
Robert "Mike" Schantek
Kimberly Gerardo
Donald Holden
Bonnie Holden
Keith Nelson
Edward Nelson
Russell McNeel
Jean Rivers
Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones. A
memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer hope to
the needy in the name of a friend or family member.

Honorary Gifts:
A Gift In Honor Of:

Kindly Given By:

Helga Bridge

Nancy Barnes

Myra Garlit
Gene and Kathryn Tracy
Bill and Marsha Pike
Marilyn Thompson Pravettoni
Lindsey Thompson
Peggy Munger

Elia Garcia
Bill Jewett
Bill Pike
Marilyn Pravettoni
Steven Speight
Pamela Tangonan

To learn more about
Crossroads Mission
and what we do,
follow this QR code
or visit our website at
Crossroadsmission.org.
Have a Blessed Day!
NEWS for our Partners
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2nd Chance

THRIFT STORE

NUMBERS TO KNOW

MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362
*Operator on duty 24/7
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101
Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions,
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano (928) 261-9836

The Best Prices in Yuma!
OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Finance & Cash Donations
(928) 259-5608
Kitchen & Food Donations
(928) 328-8604
2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

Credit Cards Accepted!
To Schedule a FREE pick
up of your donations call:

(928)

726-0491
Board of Directors:

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Gilbert Taeger (928) 328-8610
Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 580-4482
*Family Shelter
(928) 328-8611
*Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 100
*First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 328-8082
Career & Academic Center
(928) 328-8236
Newsletters & Website
Mark Tawzer (928) 246-7956

www.crossroadsmission.org

Did you know?

For every dollar you donate to
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents
are used for administration costs
Accredited by the
Evangelical Council
of Financial
Accountability. Your
donations are in
good hands with
Crossroads Mission!

Crossroads Mission is
committed to glorifying
God by serving those at
their crossroads of life

Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations
available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations. All contributions are taxdeductible. We are a member in good standing of the Citygate Network and are accredited by the Evangelical Council of Financial
Accountability. We partner with the State of Arizona, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Arizona Complete Health. We do not
solicit door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately. News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends
and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you want to
hear about, please let us know.

Member of the Citygate Network.
www.citygatenetwork.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Alex Montoya
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Bill Hudson
Daniel Bombard
Ken Keslar, Chairman
Mark Reynolds, Vice Chairman, Past Chairman
Mary Cordery
Ralph Williams
Robyn Stallworth-Pouquett, Secretary
Dr. Seth Miller
Summer Mellon
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