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Welcome to News for Our Partners.  Hardly a day goes by that I don’t see 
miracles at Crossroads.  Lives changed and needs met are common every 

day occurrences.  People are accepting Jesus as their Savior and making changes 
from old behaviors that have held them captive.  Breaking laws, homelessness, using 
drugs, and being isolated from their families are just a few of the situations that 
change for the participants at Crossroads when they open their hearts to change.  
We have programs and services that are specifically designed to open that Door 
of Hope.  Some are timid about change; some are excited and can’t wait until they 
experience more change.

This newsletter is about just a sampling of the lives that have been changed.  In 
this newsletter we have highlighted people and organizations that have helped 
support the programs and services through cash donations, in-kind donations, and 
volunteer work.  This community supports the needy!  

Everyone seems to love seeing the hope in the eyes of the children.  Recently, The 
City of Yuma and the Arizona Classical Ballet Company were recipients of one of 
the Sturgis Grants.  The Arizona Classical Ballet company took several children 
from the shelter to the dance studio and introduced them to ballet.  (Page 3)  What 
an awesome adventure!  All of them had a great time learning to dance.  It was an 
astounding experience.  Thank you to Arizona Classical Ballet Company and The 
City of Yuma! 

I hope that you enjoy reading the edition.  We look forward to hearing from you!  
We need your prayers!  If you would like pray for any situation, please write us at 
prayer@crossroadsmission.org.

Thank you and God bless you!

Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC, BHP
Executive Director

From the Director...
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A Sample of What We See...

The Men’s Shelter is in desperate need of a new 
roof.  We have started to raise funds for this big 

project and hope to eventually reach the goal for the 
renovation to begin.

We thank Camarena Law, Attorney Candy 
Camarena for his donation of $5,000 towards 
“Raising the Roof.” Mr. Camarena is a long time 
supporter of Crossroads and is always among the 
first to offer his generous support towards the 
Mission’s repairs and improvement projects. ♥

Putting a Roof 
Over Our Heads
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Around the Mission...
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God’s sacrifice and His hope was 
celebrated this Easter at Crossroads.  

Because of Him we have everlasting life 
and hope. 

This year we decided to have the 
celebration indoors.  We served a delicious 
meal in both the Family Shelter and the 
Men’s Shelter.  Cesar Acosta, Treatment 
Director shared the Easter message at the 
Family Shelter, and Rickey Rosales, Men’s 
Shelter Director, at the dining room.  It 
turned out perfect.

We got to see families coming together 
to hear the message of hope. Some of 
the program participants made Easter 

baskets for their 
children 

and 

got to give them out themselves.  Many had not 
spent Easter together in a long time.  Others, 
were learning about the resurrection of Jesus for 
the first time. 

Though we share the good news of hope and 
salvation daily, Easter is always 
special at Crossroads. We thank 
you for your support 
and for your 
continued prayers.  
Lives are turned 
around because of 
you.  God 
bless you! 
♥

Because He Lives!

Thanks to the generosity of the City of 
Yuma and the Arizona Classical Ballet 

Company, kids living at the family shelter 
are getting the opportunity to learn the fine 
art of ballet dancing! Donning leotards, 
tights, ballet slippers and skirts is something 
totally new to most of the kids participating 
in the classes. It’s great to see the children 
enjoying something that perhaps they would 
never get the opportunity to try.

Wouldn’t it be great if a ballet star was 
being raised right here at the Mission? ♥

Ballet Classes for Crossroads
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Mario Is Shining

Follow this QR to see 
the YouTube video: In 
MARIO’S own words

ON HIS WAY

CROSSROADS

R E S TO R E D
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My name is Mario Geraldo, 
I’m 36 years old and I’ve 

been a drug addict for 15 years 

off and on.  I was living a 
miserable life, I was blind 
and lost.  All my 
life I’ve been 
up and 
down, trying 
to fit in 
wherever 
I can.

I started 
using drugs 
when I  
was 16. 
 
 

I tried marijuana and it 
escalated to heroin. I used to see 
a lot of people that I hung around 
using heroine so I wanted to try 
something different. Ever since I 
put a needle in my vein I started 
liking it.  Ever since then that 

became my drug of choice.

I was living a miserable 
life because I was hurting 
and with drug addiction it 
would keep me relaxed 
for the time being. 
Because  I missed my 
kids I was always doing 

drugs so I won’t feel no 
pain. It would numb my 

pain. That’s what it 
boiled down to 

using drugs.  

I didn’t 
want 
to feel 
the 
real 

feeling of being hurt.  So 
I used drugs so I could 
cover up my feelings.

I lived in Imperial Valley and 
my parents moved to Yuma, 
Arizona so I followed them. 

They kicked me out so I was 
homeless and I was 
running the streets being 
homeless, sleeping in 
abandoned houses.  I got 
in trouble and my probation sent 
me to the Crossroads Mission. I 
ended up doing the program over 
there, going to the 1st Step Center 
and I took advantage and learned 
a lot of tools from the New 
Life Program at the Crossroads 
Mission. It did help me out. I’ve 
been sober for three years already.  
The Crossroads Mission saved my 
life. 

Now I’m trying to help other 
people in recovery and people that 
are hurting with drug addiction.  I 
just want to say thank you guys 
and I appreciate (you) for giving 

me time to shine.  Once again 
I’m happy with my life. I’m 
sober. I’m working. 

Right now, after the program, 
I’m glad that I’m working. I’m 
a full time employee, I pay my 
child support and I’m registered to 

vote here in Yuma 
County. I’m just 
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glad that I got opportunities to be 
a better person and to have better 
skills for my job. I’m happy to be 
sober for three years. 

My goal is to have a good 
trade and buy a house 
so I don’t have to worry 
about where I am going 
to stay or be renting. I 
want to be a first time buyer, 
buying a home. And, have a better 
education so I can be a successful 
employee of some kind. I haven’t 
thought about it yet what I want 
to do, but I’m working on it.

I’ve been going to church. 
I got closer to God when 
I was in the program. I 
always wanted to get baptized 
but I was throwing it off, but I 
realized that if I don’t do it soon 
I’m never going to do it. So I 
decided to get baptized through 
The Vertical Church. That’s the 

Again! Black & White

church that I’m attending right 
now and I love it.  I think it’s a 
good church and that’s where my 
spirituality is right now.
I don’t’ have my kids because in 
my addiction I chose my drugs 
instead of my family. I realize that 
I messed up for going that route 
– using drugs. I was being selfish 
and taking the initiative of using 
the needle instead of my kids. I 
regret that and I’m trying to get all 

that back. I’m trying to be a 
family again. I haven’t talked 
to my kids in like 10 years. I am 
paying child support and one day 
by the grace of God I’ll be able to 
have the opportunity to be a part of 
them. 

Now that I don’t have to live 
using or be thinking of how to get 
my next fix, I just thank God that 
I don’t have to put a needle in my 
vein no more

I just want to encourage 
everybody that’s donating and does 
volunteer time at the Mission that 
it does work and we do appreciate 
the support. Thank you for your 
donations and your time, for 
helping us, because it changed  
my life. ♥

 

A Poem by Drew V.

Mario has been working at Crossroads Mission 
for over two years.  He supervises the Lawn 
Care Services and the Mobile Car Wash 
programs. He recently obtained his GED and is 
thinking of continuing his education.  We are 
very proud of his success!

LEFT: Mario leads the staff in prayer during a 
meeting.  Praying in public is one of the many 
new things that he now does.

Yesterday was full of sorrow; 
I cannot account for tomorrow. 

All that’s left is to hope and pray 
to stay clean, if only just for today.

Alcohol, meth, now heroin too, 
If I let it - it will take me 

‘Til my lips turn that shade of blue.

From bottle to pipe 
And from pipe to needle; 

Without hope, without help - 
My future is feeble.

At the lowest of lows 
I fell to my knees. 
I prayed for God 

To hear my pleas.

“I’m lost!” I cried. 
“I’ve tried and I’ve tried! 

I’m in over my head! 
I’d rather be dead!”

He called my name - 
I heard it well. 

An echo - a whistle; 
A distant church bell.

Despite all of this 
I put more in my vein 
Did I not hear God? 
Am I simply insane?

The fellowship says so, 
But I was far gone. 

I was lost in the high 
Where there was no wrong.

My house and my job 
Lost to the wind 

Full of black and white fear. 
Black and white fear.

“You need to stop shooting up,” 
Said the man who taught me. 
But I was willing to keep going 

Until someone caught me.

I wished that they had 
By the end of it all, 

For I continued to use 
Even after God’s call.

Through blessing or through mercy 
I’m back and I’m clean. 
Saved from that vision 

Of a desperate dope fiend.

With knowledge of my disease, 
I may rest at ease 

From black and white fear. 
That black and white fear.

Progressive, destructive, 
We see and we know 

What waits for us out there - 
But not how far we will go

“We came to believe” 
No belief came to us. 

It took loss - it took pain 
To find faith; to find trust.

To find hope and sanity 
We work and we pray 

Hour after hour 
If only just for today.
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With topics such as “Overcoming Sexual 
Addictions” and “Grieving,”  the Road 

to Recovery conference proved to be a big 
success.

Recovery is about much more than just not 
drinking or using drugs. It’s about dealing 
with the body, mind, and spirit as a whole. 
Identifying our weaknesses and/or traumas is 
just one of the steps required.

There were over 200 people in attendance 
to the conference. They took advantage of the 
great workshops, which this year expanded 
to more than just drugs and alcohol related 
issues. Some of the new workshops were very 
popular and attendees expressed that they 
were helpful in dealing with their issues.

The conference closed in style with a live 
comedy show straight from The Rock Church 
of San Diego and a powerful message from 
our keynote speaker, Robert Ornelas.

We thank the many meeting facilitators 
and workshop presenters, the music bands 
Dominion, and Vertical Collective, and the 
many volunteers that helped. Together, we 
travel the Road to Recovery! ♥

A Successful 
Conference!

Keynote Speaker: Robert Ornelas
Entertainment: “Rock Comedy” Act
Brandon Young & Mark Christopher
Live Music: Dominion Band
Vertical Collective Band
Workshops:
Estrella Fitch: “Recovering
From Sex Trafficking”
Jesus Navarrete:  
“Boundaries for Men”
Gina Murrieta: “Grieving”
Anthony Pico: “Wellbriety”
Shelly Shook & Rhonda 
Leonard: “Nurtured Heart”
Troy Love: “Overcoming Sexual Addictions”
Amanda Pierce: “Dealing With Trauma”
Devon M: “Working Steps 3 & 4”
Pastor Jeremy Dillman: “Prayer Circle”
Devon M & Christy M: 
“Recovery Countdown”
Meetings:
AA -Carla H
AA - Tommy G
AL-A - Dick
AL-A - Beth
CR - Jackie L

CR - Marcie C
CR - Loretta D

CR - Rick B
CR - Jim L

OA - Tere F
NA - Robert H

NA - Mario M
NA - Mike M

NA - Josh G
NA - Sam J



With money being really tight 
and the men’s shelter roof 

in dire need of replacement, Mr. 
Britain’s desire to host a fundraising 
event in memory of his wife Lois 
Britain couldn’t have come at a 
better time. 
His idea blossomed and soon we 

had others like Dan Mikels of FTS 
Automotive Center, who donated 
all the food, jumping on board. Mr. 
Britain offered his farm as the venue 
and donated a Kubota utility vehicle 
to raffle off plus many items to sell at 
the auctions. Many donated items for 
us to sell and Cold Stone Creamery 
donated the ice cream. 
Overall, it turned out to be a fun 

afternoon filled with great food, 
music, and auctions. We had a full 
house and raised over $30,000! This 
puts us well on our way to be able 
to replace the roof on the shelter. We 
couldn’t have done this without the 
help and support of our many friends 
and donors. God bless you all! 
♥

Top: A few of the items 
from the auction.
Left: Barbara shows 
an antique piece while 
Russ Clark conducted its 
auction.
Bottom: A guest gets 
her plate filled by the 
volunteers of the Cibola 
FFA Chapter.

Bottom: The main 
hall of Britain’s 
Farm full of guests 
enjoying the BBQ

Western BBQ

Lois Britain Memorial

Auction & Fundraiser Event
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The 3-Days of Thanksgiving
2016 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 3 DAYS

Served 690 909 872 2471

Delivered 611 622 817 2050

Totals 1301 1531 1689 4521

Special Events...
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why we continue to have these 
big events.

Our menu has now become 
traditional and many come to enjoy 
the Mexican food on day one, roast 
beef on day two, and baked turkey 
on day three. But that’s not all that 
we serve - we served up hope!

Many things happen during 
those six days, things that are life 
changing. At one table, there is 
a family having a sober 
and peaceful family 
dinner for the first time 
in years. At another table, 
there is a father enjoying 
seeing his kids get 
presents and eating 
desserts. In another 

Hungry, dirty, exhausted and 
tired of things going wrong in 

their life, this is how many of our 
guests arrive at Crossroads. They 
are tired of living on the streets.  
They are tired of chasing after the 
next drug high. We understand and 
we want to help.

Every day is an opportunity 
to start fresh and to get 
better.  This is especially true 
during the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas events.  
The crowds offer certain 

anonymity and it’s 
easier for some to 
come looking for 
help without feeling 
singled out. This is 

Life Changing



The 3-Days of Thanksgiving
2016 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 3 DAYS

Served 714 672 744 2130

Delivered 645 607 607 1859

Totals 1359 1279 1351 3989

area there is someone finally 
making the decision to get help 
and enter the drug and alcohol 
stabilization unit. In another area, 
veterans are receiving well-earned 
benefits, while children get their 
faces painted or do some crafts in 
their own little haven during the 
celebrations.

We can count the amount of 
meals we serve, but the true 
measure of change in a person’s 
life as a result of these events is 
undeterminable. That is why we 

thank you for your continued 
support that 
makes it all 
happen. ♥ 

Events!
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Treatment 
Director Cesar 
walks towards the 
First Step Center 
with a man that 
has decided to 
get some help for 
his addiction.
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Daisy Troop 8054!
Thank You Thank You

Thank You 
Republican 
Women!

AmeriSchools!
We thank the Daisy Troop 8054 for their kind donation 
of care boxes for the holidays.  Each box was personally 
packed, wrapped, and decorated by the Daisy girls. They 
contained personal hygiene items, socks, and small toys for 
the children’s boxes. The boxes came at the right time and we  
were able to give them out during the 3 Days of Christmas. ♥

A much needed donation of 
dish soap was given by the 
Yuma County Republican 
Women’s Club as part of their 
“Caring for America” project.  
The club makes a donation to 
Crossroads every two months 
and we are indeed grateful to 
receive their gifts. ♥

Toothbrushes, shampoos, soaps, toothpastes, cash and lots 
more were collected by the students of the Amerischools 
Academy of Yuma.  We are always in need of hygiene 
items and we thank the students for choosing to donate 
to Crossroads Mission. Pictured are the kids from Student 
Council and Crossroads Treatment Director Cesar Acosta. ♥

Community Support...

The old Ramada Inn hotel is no more. 
The Vertical Church bought it and 

gave it’s contents away - literally.
Crossroads was the blessed recipient 

of all the furnishings and inventory.  
We received hundreds of mattresses, 
dressers, chairs, tables, lamps, towels, 

sheets, pillows, plates, cups, etc.
We put some of the items to use right 

away at the shelters and others we 
sent to the 2nd Chance Thrift Store for 
selling and even giving away.

We thank Vertical Church for their 
generous donation! ♥ 

No More Hospitality!
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Thank You Cenpatico!
We thank Cenpatico Integrated Health for their outstanding donation of 
$25,000 towards the purchase of information centers for the homeless 
and the community.  These information centers will be located at the main 
campus and at the Thrift Store.  In them, we hope to display updated 
information on program, services, and events at Crossroads, as well as 
relevant information from other community partners. ♥

Memorial Gifts:
A Gift In Memory Of: Kindly Given By:
Alan Folkerts Karen Marti
Alice Steele Karen Campbell

Karen Campbell
Armando Martinez Charles Craig
B J Lord Velma Townsend
Bill Scott Sr. Velma Townsend
Clayton Campbell Karen Campbell
Elsie Cavanaugh Shirley Cramer
Emma Bailey Russell Bailey

Russell Bailey
Russell Bailey

Jim Holiman Charles Craig
Jim & Donna Shuster Shirley Cramer
Mary Hubbard Larry Coffman
Max Bardo Charles Craig
Nancy Lutes Weber Thomas Tyree

Tom Neenan
Charles Craig
Clarence Dunstan
Pat Conner

Nancy Rather Marvin Rather
Nancy Weber Julie Battenfield

Jack Puckett
Marvin Rather

Our Son Ann Autrey
Ray Hancock Velma Townsend
Ray Williams Charles Craig
Rick & Nancy Shuster Shirley Cramer
Tommy Whitney Darlene Abdelnour
Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones.  A 
memorial gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer hope to 
the needy in the name of a friend or family member.

Honorary Gifts:
A Gift In Honor Of: Kindly Given By:
Barbara Tevis James Rodney
Kris & Chuck Duncan Richard Baird
Alpha Delta Kappa Honor-
ary for Women Educators

Elizabeth Moody

Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.  We 
apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

  Kitchen
MEALS 12169 12050 12139 12343 16004 15625

  Family Shelter
BED NIGHTS 2803 2963 2982 2909 2888 3099

INDIVIDUALS 92 90 89 88 92 82

CHILDREN 43 35 40 44 35 37

  Men's Shelter
BED NIGHTS 3597 3570 4068 4535 4502 3473

INDIVIDUALS 171 194 179 204 205 204

  Drug & Alcohol Stabilization Unit
ADMITTED 47 44 41 42 30 39

COMPLETED 34 34 29 34 20 29

  New Life Recovery Program
ENTERED 23 24 21 26 17 21

GRADUATES 13 3 7 9 8 9

  New Way Homeless & Transition Program
PARTICIPATING 59 69 75 64 50 46

  Career & Academic Center
STUDENTS 157 133 128 138 133 130

HOURS STUDIED 1204 912 742 993 996 879

GEDS 1 1 2 0 0 3

  Giving
CLOTHES 12178 11085 10556 10541 11402 9653

FURNITURE 13 16 12 29 22 38

Thank You  for 
your support during these 
past months! We could not have done the 

many special events and provided as many 
services without your help.  Our promise to 
you is one of accountability, transparency, 
and good stewardship. We are careful on 

how we spend because it's not our money - 
it's your money, and God's money!
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Crossroads Mission is a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of Yuma County without regard 
to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap.  (Alternative format and reasonable accommodations 
available upon request.)  We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and organizations.  All contributions are tax-
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NUMBERS TO KNOW
MAIN PHONE NUMBER: (928) 783-9362

Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 783-9362, Ext. 101

Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, 
Planned Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Azucena Solorzano (928) 261-9836

Finance & Cash Donations 
(928) 259-5608

Kitchen & Food Donations 
(928) 328-8604

2nd Chance Thrift Store
Donations Pick-Up Line (928) 726-0491
Cashier’s Station (928) 328-8626

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer 
Groups, Service Clubs & Community Service
Barbara Rochester (928) 328-8401

Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special 
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Gilbert Taeger (928) 328-8610

Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of 
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 328-8401

Family Shelter 
(928) 328-8611

Men’s Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 100

First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS. 
(928) 328-8082

Career & Academic Center 
(928) 328-8236

Newsletters & Website
Azucena Solorzano (928) 328-8013

To Schedule a FREE pick 
up of your donations call:

(928)726-0491

 The Best Prices in town!

Alex Montoya
Charles Craig
Chris Hoppstetter, Past Chairman

Doug Mellon, Treasurer

Francisco Heredia
John Minore
Ken Keslar
Mark Reynolds, Chairman

Mary Cordery
Ralph Williams
Robyn Stallworth-Pouquett, Secretary

Seth Miller
Summer Mellon, Vice Chairman

Board of Directors:

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

2nd ChanCe
THRIFT STORE

Credit Cards Accepted!

OPEN  MONDAY - SATURDAY 
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM
550 W. 8th Street

Crossroads Mission 
is committed to 
glorifying God by 
serving those at their 
crossroads of life 

For every  dollar you donate to 
Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents 
are used for administration costs

Accredited by the 
Evangelical Council 
of Financial 
Accountability.  Your 
donations are in 
good hands with 

Crossroads Mission!

Did you know?


