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It's Party Time!
When was the last time you celebrated your birthday with friends, 

cake, ice cream, presents, cheeseburgers and french-fries, and even 
piñatas?  Odds are, it's been a while!  For most of our guests at Crossroads Mis-

sion, though, it's been much longer.  We thought it was time to change that.

On August 30th we celebrated our annual birthday party for all and it 
was a huge success.  We invited lots of our homeless and needy 
friends to come and celebrate their birthdays with us.  Evident-
ly, they liked the idea since we served well over 300 plates 
filled with hot off the grill burgers and crispy fries.  
It was a simple concept that brought smiles and 
excitement to many.  "This is so nice!";  "This 
is just in time for my birthday next month!; 
and, "I can't believe I get to celebrate 
my birthday!" were common phrases 
during the event.

Thank you for your support!  
Your donations helped us in 
making this party possible, 
but also in ensuring that 
the everyday programs 
can continue!

Visit our 
web-site 
for more 

pictures!
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Greetings, in Jesus Name!  We are blessed here at Crossroads and I pray that you see God’s 
blessings in your life daily.  We have been incredibly busy for the summer.  Though the heat 
and hard economic times, God’s faithfulness continues to astound me.  GOD IS GOOD 

ALL THE TIME!   Welcome to the 2008 Fall edition of our newsletter.   

          In this edition, you’ll read about our upcoming fund raiser, Lunch with the Tigers, to be held on 
October 25.  This event is planned especially for family fun and a bike run at the same time.  We’re 
making plans for our 50th Anniversary next year and we’ll have a banquet with special speaker, 
Mike Yankoski, on March 20, 2009 at the Civic Center. Please mark your calendar now! 

     In this edition, you’ll get to see pictures and read about our Birthday Bash that was held on August 
30.  I’m still elated over this event!  We sent out an appeal in July for donations.  You, our donors, 
made it possible!  Because of the donations for this event, we were able to plan the event and have 
funds left over to help with other services.  We served lunch to 330 people that day.  All of the 
homeless and those in recovery got a birthday present, cake or ice cream floats after a delicious 
lunch.  We had two people cutting hair, a makeshift, plastic-pen bowling alley and even piñatas.  
The children had a great time and so did the adults.  One man told me that he was thankful for the 
birthday party.  He said that he got to eat, got a present, got his hair cut which made him feel like a 
new man and it was all in time for his birthday in October.  He was truly excited.  One young woman 
looked at her piece of birthday cake and shouted with delight that she had “all the M&M’s in the 
world” on her cake.  She cherished those candies!   This event, like others we have, gives us the 
opportunity to serve the homeless.  We are able to make a connection that we might not be able to 
make in other circumstances.  We always offer case management services and try to help people with 
their needs.  We cannot provide services or help relieve human suffering without your help!  Thank 
you for your sacrifice!  God bless you richly!

     By the way, I hope you’re able to read my blog at www.crossroadsmission.org.  Send me your 
thoughts and prayer requests.  The Executive Management Ambassadors pray over every request.

We’ve continued to move forward with the remodeling of the kitchen but seem to run into problems 
as we go.  The building is old and the kitchen has been put through the mill.  Since 1994 Crossroads 
has served over one million meals to the poor, needy, and homeless.  Each year, I’m amazed at the 
meals that are produced from that kitchen.  
We’ve surpassed the number of meals year 
after year and never go backward.  As 
we advance through the steps 
of pre-development, we’ve 
ran into problem after 
problem that needs to be 
dealt with but that’s the 
good thing.  The 
problems needed 
to be dealt with 
and we’re 
getting each one 
cleared up and 
moving ahead!

Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC

Executive Director

But thou, when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet, and when 

thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall 

reward thee openly.
—Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share 
your prayer requests with 
us on our website.  You 
may also call us or write 
to us. Please remember 
Crossroads Mission’s 
special requests:

Our outreach projects 
and special events 
That we may reach the many 
people who need services 
through our outreach efforts 
and special events and that 
they accept our help.
An increase of 
donations, especially 
for our special events 
That our in-kind and financial 
donations increase to 
continue the many services 
that we offer.  (in-kind 
donations are donations of 
goods such as food, clothing, 
blankets, furniture, etc.)
All the people involved 
with Crossroads 
Mission 
All of our clients, guests, 
volunteers, Board members, 
staff, and staff's family 
members.

Be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction, faithful in prayer.  

—Romans 12:12 (NIV)

•

•

•

Myra's BLOG is 
now online!!! Go to: 
crossroadsmission.

org and click on
"Director's Blog"

GOD is good
all the time!

Blowing out the 
candles with the kids 

- what a treat!



Call Barbara for more information on any of these events: 928-726-0491, Ext. 17
or email her at: brochester@crossroadsmission.org 3

Please consider helping 
us with some of our basic 
needs:

Food, for pantry and events. 
Jackets, blankets, and warm 
clothing.
Socks & underwear (new) for 
men, women, and children—
in all sizes.
General toiletries, personal 
care items, and bath towels.

•
•

•

•

Your donations of 
furniture, clothes, & 

general items can make 
a difference!  Schedule 
a FREE pick up today by 

calling:

726-0491
Ext. 18

with theLunch

Mark your calendars!
The holiday season is upon us and it's time to mark those calendars so that 

we don't miss any of our main upcoming special events and fundraisers.

Saturday October 25
Gates open at NOON

15487 S. Avenue A, Yuma

Come and enjoy a delicious BBQ at Brice & 
Becky Zellers’ home and meet their tigers 
during this very special fundraising event!

Ticket prices: SINGLE $7.00,
FAMILY (2 adults, 2 children) $20.00
(Space is limited.  First come, first served.)

BBQ meals served from 12:00 to 3:00 PM
There will also be a MOTORCYCLE RUN and a

motorcycle raffle - don't miss it!

November 25, 26 & 27
11 AM to 1 PM

3Days
of

Christmas

3Days
ofThanksgiving!

Come joins us for the biggest event of the 
year - not just one day, but three days to give 

thanks to God for all his blessings!
This event is free and open to the entire 
community!  Sign up to volunteer today!

Day 1 is Mexican food day; day 2 is roast beef; and 
on day three, Thanksgiving Day, we will serve a 
traditional turkey meal with all its trimmings.

At the Mission: 944 S. Arizona Avenue

Celebrate CHRIST-mas with us!  As with 
thanksgiving we don't just settle for one day, 
but three days to rejoice in the birth of Jesus!

This event is free and open to the entire 
community!  Sign up to volunteer today!

Day 1 is Mexican food day; day 2 is roast beef; 
and on day three, Christmas Day, we will serve a 

traditional turkey meal with all its trimmings.
At the Mission: 944 S. Arizona Avenue

December 23, 24 & 25
11 AM to 1 PM

down to sleep...
I lay me

March 20th, 2009
Yuma Civic &

Convention Center
Dinner starts at 7 PM

With special guest speaker 
MIKE YANKOSKI
Author of "Under

The Overpass"

Join us in the celebration of our 50th ANNIVERSARY on March 20th!  We have been 
helping the community of Yuma since 1959 and we want to kick-off a year's worth 

of anniversary activities with this big fundraising event.  Reservations are now being 
accepted.  Ticket prices are $25 per person or $200 for a table for 9.

Did you 
know...

that we depend on your 
food donations?  Less 
than 3% of our food 

comes from the Food 
Bank, we purchase 
approximately 12%, 

and 85% comes from 
YOUR food drives 

and donations.  Call 
Barbara today, we can 
help you plan your next 

fundraiser!
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Feeling right at home!
Bright and early, before 

going to his job at a local 
landscaping company, 

Eulogio makes his first visit of the 
day to Crossroads Mission.  He 
greets everyone and gets right to his 
self-assigned job of caring for the 
turtles at the men's shelter lobby.  
He feeds them, and checks their 
filter and if necessary cleans the 
tank - everyday!

Eulogio then heads to work and 
leaves Crossroads for most of the 
day and returns in the afternoons.  
He usually has dinner, goes to the 
7:00 PM chapel service and stays 
long enough to help during bed 
sign-ups before going home.  He's 
been doing this for the past two 
years.  In fact, he knows the rules 
and workings of the shelter so 
well, that he is able to help with the 
alcohol breath tests and orientation 
to new guests.

When asked why he kept coming 
back to Crossroads Mission 
everyday, Eulogio says, "I like 
coming here.  I heard about this 
place and how it helped people and 
I decided to come.  I like helping 
my fellow brother, and I get along 
well with everyone here.  I know 
that if I ever need help I can count 
on them.  I just feel right at home!"

We thank Eulogio for all his 
help and dedication - God bless 
you!  There are many volunteer 
opportunities at Crossroads 
Mission.  If you have the 
time, we have the job for 
you.  The benefits are 
endless: make new 
friends, be of help to 
others, maybe even 
taking care of pets!  
Call (928) 726-0491, Ext. 
19 today to see how you too can 
feel right at home with us!

With winter fast approaching, we 
anticipate that our shelters will be 
at maximum capacity!
In the summer months we had to 
use our hallways to accommodate 
all of our overnight guests.  Yuma 
is growing and so is its homeless 
population.  But, our shelters are 
still the same size.
Please keep Crossroads Mission in 
your prayers that we may be able to 
help all who come to us for help!

AT MAXIMUM CAPACITY

A man 
sleeps on a 

mat in one of 
the shelter's 

hallway.
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This is my story on how I turned from alcohol 
and drugs to leading a clean and sober life 
for the past three years.  If I continue to do 

the things that the AA program has taught me, I 
will have three years clean and sober on December 
1st of this year.

I started to drink and use drugs when I attended 
college in the mid 70’s.  There, I was introduced to 
alcohol and drugs and my life went downhill.  This 
led me to despair, dishonesty, and an obsession 
that took many years to overcome.  Once I started 
to drink I could not stop.

I was introduced to the AA program in the mid 80’s and 
because I did not take the program seriously I continued to 
get clean and sober for short periods of time and I would go 
out and repeat this action over and over again over the next 

25 years.  A life that I thought was 
so rewarding was turning on 

me.  There would be trouble 
in my life for many years 
to come because I was 
not willing to admit that 
I was a real alcoholic.  I 
tried to drink like normal 
people do but I could not 

control my drinking – once 
I started I could 

not stop!
F r o m 

the first 
time I 

w a s 

My new life of service!
arrested in 1985 to the last time in November 
30, 2005, I was always starting my life over 
because of the trouble I go in when I drank 
and used.  I never had a problem getting a job, 
but always had a problem keeping one.  My 
friends left me, I lost my wife, house – I lost 
everything I loved!  But, there was something 
that I loved over everything I had and that was 
alcohol and drugs.

Then came the event that changed my life.  
I was arrested in 2005 for Aggravated DUI.  I 
was out of control and I do believe to this day 

that going to county jail and prison was the best thing that has 
ever happened to me.  I didn’t feel that way at the time, but 
today it has changed my life.  I was there for seven months 
and I had a lot of time to reflect on my life and the events that 
lead to my incarceration.  I knew I had to change my lifestyle 
or I was destined to return.

The one good thing in my life while attempting to get clean 
and sober over the past 13 years here in Yuma is that I had 
knew where to get the help I needed to turn my life around.  
I was released from prison on July 3, 2006 and I put my plan 
together that I had prayed for and thought about in prison.  I 
started attending meetings the very next day.  I got a sponsor 
and worked the 12 steps the way he suggested, not mine.  I was 
of service and for the first time in my life I expected nothing 
in return.  I learned that service work was very rewarding and 
it helped me stay clean and sober by helping others for almost 
three years now.

Because helping others is so important in my life I wanted 
to make it my job.  I’ve been working at the Men’s Shelter 
and participating in activities here at Crossroads Mission 
since May.  It is very rewarding to help others so they don’t 
have to travel the road I have taken and know that there is life 
to be lived without drugs and 
alcohol!

"I was of 
service and 
for the first 
time in my 

life I expected 
nothing in 
return."

Tommy's own words on how serving others at Crossroads Mission is helping him in his own life.
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Memorial Gifts:

Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.
We apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have 
lost loved ones.  A memorial gift to Crossroads 

Mission is a special way to offer hope to the needy in 
the name of a friend or family member.

Bernard Howerton .............................By Patsy Howerton

Clayton Campbell...............................By Karen E. Campbell

Earl Allen ................................................ By Billy & Peggy Adams

Louise Boff .............................................By Roger & Catherine Boff

Marilyn Sawer .....................................By Harry & Delores Powell

Mary Ellen Leaser .............................. By Robert P. Crowder

Steven Herrera ..................................... By Sylvia Herrera

What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT JAN 08 FEB 08 MAR 08

  KiTchEN

MEALS 10,854 11,053 10,184
  FAMiLy ShELTER

BED NiGhTS 746 519 571
iNDiViDUALS 45 21 36

chiLDREN 10 5 8
  MEN'S ShELTER

BED NiGhTS 2,822 3,045 2,882
iNDiViDUALS 94 98 96

  NEw LiFE REcoVERy PRoGRAM

ENTER PRoGRAM 13 8 16
GRADUATES 6 10 5

  cAREER & AcADEMic cENTER

STUDENTS 55 53 46
hoURS STUDiED 585.5 647 588.5

GED'S 3 0 2
  SERENiTy coMPLEx

BED NiGhTS 300 284 300
iNDiViDUALS 10 11 10

  hARMoNy hoUSE

BED NiGhTS 90 90 90
iNDiViDUALS 3 3 3

  GiViNG

cLoThES 1,277 1,365 1,648
FURNiTURE 100 72 30

itemized previously and 
made certain charitable 
contributions.  This credit 
is allowed in addition to 
credits available from 
donations to schools.

Donations must be 
postmarked or delivered 
to Crossroads Mission 
by December 31, 2008 
to be claimed as a credit 
for this year - hurry!

If you have any 
questions call Bill 
Donnelly at (928) 210-
4525.  We can also send 
you a copy of our State 
Tax Credit brochure for 
more details on this credit.  
But, if you're ready to 
be in control of your 
deductions, use the form 
below to send in your 
donation today.

It's tax time!

Full Name: _______________________________

Address:  _________________________________

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________

Phone No.:________________________________

E-mail:  __________________________________

Amount: ______________ Check No.: _________

TAX CREDIT DONATION CARD
Crossroads Mission * P.O. Box 1161 * Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Participating donations will be used for covering general expenses of 
Crossroads Mission, a 501C(3) organization.  The maximum Arizona State 
tax credit is $400 per year, which is determined on the base you established 
previously, in donating to charitable nonprofit organizations.  These donations 
are pursuant to A.R.S. Section 43-1088.  Before making this or any financial 
contribution, always consult your tax advisor.

Can you believe it's 
the almost the end of 

the year?  As the new year 
gets closer it's time to start 
thinking about our taxes!

You can make an end-
of-the-year donation to 
Crossroads Mission and 
qualify to get dollar for 
dollar Arizona State tax 
credit.  In most cases it's a 
win-win situation!

 Taxpayers can 
contribute up to $400 for 
married couples filing 
jointly and $200 for 
individuals filing separate 
returns.  They then 
receive their respective 
contribution amount 
back from the State in 
the form of a tax credit 
on their Arizona State tax 
return.  You must have 

Credit card donations can also be made online at www.
crossroadsmission.org, or by calling (928) 726-0491, Ext. 23.

You can get a $400 State Tax credit 
when you help Crossroads Mission
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Many Thanks!
To all our wonderful donors.  We could not have done the many special events and provided as many 

services without your help. For every dollar you donate to Crossroads Mission, only 3 cents are used for 
administration costs.  Our promise to you is one of accountability, transparency, and good stewardship.  
With the winter months upon us, we trust that you will continue to support what we do.  God bless you!

THANK YOU to AEA Federal Credit Union, 
for their donations of blankets and jackets and 
$500, just in time for winter.  Mary Ann Anaya 

presents the check to Barbara Rochester.

THANK YOU to BlindSmart of Yuma, for their 
donation of all the blinds for the new First Step 

Center, and for the dining room.  Our windows look 
wonderful thanks to you!

THANK YOU to the Yuma Elks, for their food 
donation.  ER Fred Dammeyer Jr. and Community 
Activities Chairman Mary Goodmiller present the 

food to Barbara Rochester.

THANK YOU to McGee's Carpet Cleaning, 
for their donation of carpet and cleaning services for  

our new the First Step Center.  Our furniture items 
from the 2nd Chance thrift store looked brand new!
THANK YOU to McGee's Watch Hospital, for 

their donating their time and skills to fix donated our 
watches.  We're able to give these watches to our 

homeless guests and program participants.



www.crossroadsmission.org

Board of Directors:
Dennis Krill, Chairman

Ema Lea Shoop, Vice Chairman

Rev. Rick Seltzer, Secretary

Doug Mellon, Treasurer

Tom Mannan, Past Chairman 

Charles Craig

Chris Hoppstetter

Gene Dalbey

Ralph Williams

Robert Ponce

Tom Anderson

Advisory Council:

Allen Brown
Atilio Giangreco
Betty Denise
Betty Furtwangler
Billy Badilla
Caryl Stanley
Charles Craig
Connie Hannafin
Craig Crossland
Dana Davidson
Dennis Sorrels
Donna Perrott
Ema Lea Shoop
Francisco Galindo
Frank Irr
Frank Orendain
George Davis
Jerry Tams
Joan Day

The purpose of Crossroads Mission is to help disabled, disadvantaged and disenfranchised individuals and families 
achieve a better quality of life. We are a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of 
Yuma County without regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap.  (Alternative format 
and reasonable accommodations available upon request.)  We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and 
organizations.  All contributions are tax-deductible.  We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue 
Missions.  We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of Arizona.  We do not 
solicit in front of stores or door to door.  Please report any impostors to us immediately.  News for Our Partners is a quarterly 
publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission.  We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter.  
If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us know.  

Over 45 Years of Service • 1959-2004
P.O. Box 1161  .  Yuma, AZ  85366-1161

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions.   www.agrm.org
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John McMarran
Judi Hipp
Lenora Werley
Lois Galyardt
Lynette Toepfer
Maggie Elmer
Mary Shane
Mike Friends
Paul Bensel
Paul Heebink
Renee McRay
Rick Parr
Robert Hayworth
Rose Hill
Sonya Grimaldi
Tim Conovaloff
Sam Day
Stewart Bradshaw

NUMBERS TO KNOW
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 726-0491, Ext. 15

Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special 
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Sam Knight (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11

Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of 
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 726-0491, Ext. 17

Special Projects & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, Planned 
Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Bill Donnelly (928) 210-4525

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer Groups, 
Service Clubs & Community Service
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 20

2nd Chance Thrift Store & Pick-up Line 
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 18

Administration Offices 
(928) 726-0491

Career & Academic Center 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31

Harmony Home - Women’s Transitional
(928) 783-5906

Family Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30

Main Campus 
(928) 783-9362

Men’s Shelter 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13

New Life Recovery - OPEN 24 HRS. 
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22

Serenity Housing - Men’s Transitional 
(928) 783-5642

Mike Shelton, Chairman

2ND CHANCE
Thrift Store

Video 
Store

Zamora 
KIAWalMart 

Center

PALO VERDE ST.

PA
CI

FI
C 

AV
E.

Rolle 
School

2ND CHANCE

To Schedule a FREE pick up of 
your donations call:

726-0491
Extension 18

2291 E. Palo Verde St
OPEN  MONDAY - FRIDAY

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Find Quality Items at a Great Price!


