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Crossroads Mission

Courage
to Change

“For me,
Mission
Possible is
a turning
point
reflected
by the
warmth of
Crossroads
Mission.”
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MEMBER of the
Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions. An Association
of Gospel Rescue Ministries.

- Harold Palmer

Mission Possible!
H

arold Palmer’s favorite
phrase “Mission Possible” is
found in a mural as you enter the
Men’s Shelter lobby at Crossroads
Mission. Those words have a
special meaning to him.
It all started when Harold was
brought to Crossroads Mission by
his Probation Officer. His legal
problems were forcing him to
change his life and everything
pointed to Crossroads as the place
for that change to take place.
In August 17, 2002 he entered the
Renewed Life Program. “It gave
me a chance to find some work, a
place to study, shower and save until I
found a place,” says Harold. “It’s a good
program and I definitely recommend it.”
Harold’s success in the program was
so evident that he was hired by
Crossroads as a Men’s Shelter Facility
Supervisor in May 8, 2003. He enjoyed
working with people that found
themselves where he was once at. His
usual shift was from 3 - 11 pm, the
THE RENEWED LIFE PROGRAM

ast month I had the
privilege of
speaking at a Yuma
County Drug Court
graduation. This was a
special opportunity for
me to applaud them for
having the courage to
CHARLES D. change their lives.
ALLEN, M.Ed. I shared with them one
of my favorite phrases
Executive Director
that was said to a
General of the Army of Israel in its early
years as a nation, “Be strong, be
courageous, for God is with you wherever
you go.” I believe that this is a great
command for each of us to be strong and
that to have courage, especially the courage
to change.
But, for change to happen we must
embrace courage as a three phase process.
Phase 1: The courage to have vision. To
take a hard and honest look at our life and
future and decide how we want to change.
Phase 2: The courage to turn dreams into
strategy. It is not enough to visualize our
dreams, we have to plan ahead to be able to
reach them. Who do we want to be in 1
year, 5 years, 10 years from now?
Phase 3: The courage to have goals. We
must set goals often - every day, every
week, every month, even every hour. Goals
are the hands that pull us to a life of
maturity and purpose. After all, how do
you eat an elephant? - One bite at a time!
How do you change lives? - One goal
at a time!
Here at Crossroads we promote change
and we try to help people with their
courage. It is not easy, but there are those
who have kept their courage and who have
transformed their lives one goal at a time!
We salute them and we thank you for
helping to make courage and change
possible.
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busiest time at the men’s shelter. Harold
thrived and grew personally by learning
from others as well. “I understand more
about my addiction and overall substance
abuse,” says Harold who will celebrate 7
years of sobriety from a methamphetamine
addiction in December 2, 2004.
“Crossroads Mission helped me become
stronger in my sobriety.”
The changes in Harold’s life went far
beyond a job when he married Theresa in
March 26, 2004 after meeting again at
Crossroads. They were married by Charlie
Allen, Director of Crossroads, at the
Mission Chapel.
Harold’s RLP success keeps on
growing. In August 13, 2004 he left
Crossroads to accept a position in marketing
in Las Vegas. “This position would not
have been possible had it not been for the
Mission,” says Harold. “For me, Mission
Possible is a turning point reflected by the
warmth of Crossroads Mission. I thank
everyone for the past two years. The mural
on the wall is true: The Mission is
Possible!”

The purpose of Crossroads Mission is to help disabled, disadvantaged and disenfranchised individuals and families
achieve a better quality of life. We are a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of
Yuma County without regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap. (Alternative format and
reasonable accommodations available upon request.) We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and
organizations. All contributions are tax-deductible. We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue
Missions. We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma Community Food Bank & FEMA. We do not solicit in front of
stores or door to door. Please report any impostors to us immediately.
News for Our Partners is a quarterly publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission. We welcome
comments about the content of the newsletter. If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us know.
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Crossroads
Wins Agency
of the Month

C

rossroads Mission was named Agency
of the Month by the Yuma County
Chamber of Commerce. This is a special
honor since the Chamber of Commerce has
more than 100 members. Above: Charlie
Allen, Executive Director of Crossroads
Mission, happily accepts the honorary plaque
from Robert L. Steffen, Ambassador’s Chair
of Growth and Development last June 23.
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The Crossroads Mission Serenity House is
undergoing some much needed upgrades
and remodeling. Floors, walls and
cabinets are just some of the things being
worked on. Thank you!
You help make all of this possible!

Enter
To Win!
The Desert Lily Quilters, Inc.
is proud to present

The 2005 Opportunity Quilt

“Floral Fantasy”

Crossroads Mission
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Consequences
O

n July 17th Crossroads Mission
hosted its first ever Rap and
Reggae concert. Christian Rap and
Reggae, that is.
The “Sons Of God Crew” of Orange
County, California made its way to the
Crossroad’s Share the Love outdoor
stage and performed many energetic and
powerful songs in front of an audience
of about 300 people.
KinDread Spirit, from Yuma’s own
Foothills, was also part of that magical
evening on July 17th. It was a true
summer jam that resulted in heavenly
consequences!
It all started with KinDread Spirit’s soultouching paradise worship performance,
which got the crowd in the mood to
worship God. Then, The SOG Crew
followed with an intense and electrifying
act that ended in a humbling display of
the power of God. It was wonderful to
see many of our guests and program

TICKETS: $1.00 each
or 6 for $5.00
Drawing: January 22, 2005
at the Civic Center at 4 PM
All proceeds will be donated
to Crossroads Mission.
For more information call
Mildred at
(928) 726-0491, ext. 18

participants responding to the invitation
of committing their lives to Jesus!
But, as the celebration was coming to an
end, both groups still wanted to keep on
worshiping so they combined both of
their music styles in a never before seen
Christian rap/reggae show. The result,
again, was heavenly.
The night ended with people hugging and
rejoicing. This was in fact a night to
remember at Crossroads Mission.

Quilt Specifics:
• Queen Size:
86” W x 104” L
• Nine patches are
machine pieced
• Flowers are hand
appliquéd
• Quilt is hand
quilted

Crossroads Mission
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Self Esteem & New Found
Respect Through a GED
By Jeremy Miller
Education Center Assistant

J

THE CROSSROADS EDUCATION CENTER

esse West came to
Crossroads Mission to get
help from his addictions. The
adjustment from his life in Lake
Havasu to treatment at
Crossroads was initially difficult.
He arrived here lost in his life,
clinging to his biased beliefs,
blinded by social pride, and
lacking spirituality. Jesse came to
Crossroads with the desire for
help with his addictions, but I’ve
been fortunate to see much more
than that. I have been able to see
a once social rival of mine
change himself and those around
him.
It didn’t take long for Jesse to
decide that his life of addiction was
not all he wanted to change. He
decided he wanted to change a lot
more in his life and he used all that

Crossroads Mission offered him to
help make those changes. One of
those new goals included earning his
GED. Jesse displayed a hunger for
learning and started earning his
GED shortly upon his admittance to
the Recovery program. After 3
months of hard work, perseverance
and willingness to learn at the
Education Center, Jesse received his
GED, a new self esteem and a new
found respect.
Unknowingly, Jesse provided for
those around him an example that
didn’t stop after his GED. Jesse, the
once biased, socially blind and
spiritually empty arrival from Lake
Havasu, continued his growth. In
fact, Jesse was so hungry for what
was available to him here at
Crossroads that he traded his
unbelief for peace with his Higher
Power. Now, he is working on
getting his College degree.
I have never seen such a positive

change in someone’s life, and felt
how such a positive change would
affect my life. Jesse is no longer
an isolated person; he is now
almost too out going. He is no
longer lost and displays inner
peace.
Jesse utilized the tools he
learned at Crossroads and the
strength provided to him from his
Higher Power to make these
changes. He came to Crossroads to
get help with his addictions and he
got so much more.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~A Special Thank You! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

To Bahamas Grill
A special thanks to the Bahamas Grill for their
generous donation of $1,227 to Crossroads Mission. This was a special donation that was given
to both Crossroads and Amberly’s Place last
August 1st. The Bahamas Grill is now open at
the corner of 32nd Street and 4th Avenue. Please
visit them and thank them for supporting us!

To Dad’s Professional
Cleaning
A special thanks to Dad’s Professional Cleaning
for their loyal support to Crossroads! Recently,
Dad’s Cleaning cleaned all the carpets of the
Family Shelter and our Detox facility. They are
always ready and willing to donate their services.

To Royal Electric
A special thanks to Royal Electric for their
continued support. Royal Electric has been
very generous and has recently performed
professional work for Crossroads as a
donation. Thank you!
Please Purchase From These Fine Businesses
Who Support Crossroads Mission!
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The Recovery
Program
Do you, or someone
you know, have an
addiction problem?

WE CAN
HELP!

Demonstrating
Outstanding
Volunteer
Excellence
Congratulations to Veronica Peyree for
being Crossroads Mission’s 2004
Volunteer of the Year and winning
The Dove Award.
Veronica brings excellence to
Crossroads and we are proud to have
her on our team!

We offer a comprehensive drug and
alcohol recovery program that includes
safe, monitored detoxification and
individual counseling. Call 783-9362, ext.
22 for more information, or visit us
anytime, 944 S. Arizona Ave.

Open 24 hours a day,
7 days a week
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Turkeys & Hams
for Thanksgiving
Fresh Produce
Chicken
Beef
Socks
Underwear
Diapers Size 3,4 & 5
Laundry Soap
Dish Soap
Hand Soap
Paper Products
Toilet Paper
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Deodorant
Q-Tips
Shampoo
Razors
Feminine Products
Paint -5 gallons
Writing Paper
Pencils
Folders

Our Wish List:
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You Can Receive a Tax Credit When You Donate to Us

2004

will be gone shortly. It won’t
be long before we start filing
our taxes for this year. Remember that A.R.S.
Section 43-1088, designed to help the working poor,
is still in place. This allows you to donate up to
$200 to Crossroads Mission and declare it as a tax
BILL ESMEIER credit on your state taxes and the usual deduction on
Director of
your federal taxes. This applies as long as you’ve
Development

given at least this amount in recent years to charitable, non-profit
organizations. If you itemize your deductions and you’ve paid
Arizona withholding equal to the amount of your donation to us
your state tax refund will include the figure you donated. So plan
ahead by donating to us!
In 2003, 38 people donated to us pursuant to A.R.S. Section
43-1088. Help us double that number by taking advantage of this
tax credit in 2004. Remember the deadline: December 31, 2004.

TAX CREDIT DONATION CARD
Crossroads Mission * P.O. Box 1161 * Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Participants Name: _______________________________________________________ Social Security # ____________________
Last Name

First Name

MI

(For Tax Records Only)

Address: _______________________________________ City, State, Zip: ______________________ Phone # _______________
Participating donations will be used for covering general expenses of Crossroads Mission, a 501 C(3) organization. The maximum Arizona State tax credit is $200 per year,
which is determined on the base you established previously, in donating to charitable nonprofit organizations. These donations are pursuant to A.R.S. Section 43-1088.
Donations must be postmarked or delivered to Crossroads Mission by December 31, 2004 to be claimed as a credit for this year.

Amount: ______________________ Check Number: ________________

Crossroads Mission

Fall 2004
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Much Happier Now
By Frank Mendez
Kitchen Supervisor

I

work as a Kitchen
Supervisor and it its here at
the Kitchen that I am writing
this for the Newsletter. A year
ago if anyone wanted a letter
from me it would have been
written from the County Jail. A
year ago, if I weren’t in Jail, I
would not have been the
employable individual that is
writing this today. Before
Crossroads Mission I was not a
lot of things I am today. Before “Crossroads diffused
my defenses by
Crossroads Mission, I didn’t
realize that life could be for me welcoming me with all
everything it is today.
of my issues.”
I came to Crossroads
straight from Jail. I came with an ego, a defiant attitude, anger
issues and my addictions. My first impressions at Crossroads
were the Golden Key to the life I live now. My ego was useless as
a defense when I arrived here. Crossroads diffused my defenses
by welcoming me with all of my issues. I didn’t expect that. My
defiance was withdrawn as I found myself surrounded by a large
group of people with similar situations. The acceptance and
understanding environment of Crossroads allowed me to
springboard towards a future. The staff and clients were not my
only keys. I was introduced to a vital component of my growth
here at Crossroads, that component is my Sponsor.
Allowing my guard to lower, opening up to people and being
accepting opened doors within me that allowed me to learn all
Crossroads was teaching. I learned the skills I’m utilizing now in
the very Kitchen where I am working. I have also been entrusted
to pass what I learned to others that are a lot like me. All of this
provided to a spiritually broke, angry, defiant person who found
himself, God, hope and a career at Crossroads Mission.
I am now 10 months clean, I’ve been a Star of the Month in
Drug Court and I am a Kitchen Supervisor. I am Frank and I am
now much, much happier now.

From the Kitchen:
Crossroads Mission Kitchen and The
Lighthouse Dining Hall have brought upon
new changes including a face lift and menu
improvements. Work on sprucing up the
dining hall has provided countless positive
remarks from all. The menu changes have
also found the same favorable responses.
For those of us working in the Kitchen and the
Lighthouse Dining hall, being able to provide these
upgrades and witness their warm reception is very
rewarding. The quality of life we are all working
towards becomes more apparent with all our
department upgrades.
It’s a good time, as always, to dine at the Mission!

KITCHEN

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Meals

7,819

7,385

7,053

FAM. Shelter

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Bed Nights

530

558

556

Individuals

42

38

71

Children

15

19

37

MEN’S Shelter

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Bed Nights

808

1039

767

Individuals

93

178

60

RECOVERY

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Individuals

28

22

17

Graduates

5

10

6

EDUCATION

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Students

77

97

80

Hours Studied

821

1,151

1,060.5

30 GED’s since July, 2003

GED’s
Serenity House

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Bed Nights

261

204

183

Individuals

7

12

9

Giving

MAY 04

JUN 04

JUL 04

Clothes

1,928

1,889

1,762

Furniture

56

34

45

Memorial & Honorable Gifts
In Memory Of

The Kind Gift Of

Claudia Daniel
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Dan Casey
Don Rhodes
Dutch Meyerholtz
Joe & Sid Brown
Ray Middaugh
Ray Middaugh

Charles & Sharon Craig
Allen & Joyce Williamson
Anthony W. DePaul Jr.
Charles & Betty Keenan
Craig A. Helm
Gerald & Joanna Madigari
Michael & Nancy Friends
Robert & Sue Ellen Doyle
RP & DA Murphy
Sanlando
Carl & Louise Gaspar
John & Mary Witlock
Charles & Mary Alice Searl
Charles & Sharon Craig
Pinnacle West APS

Every
effort is
done to
assure
that all the
names in
this
Memorial
&
Honorable
Gifts
section
are
correct.
We
apologize
for any
errors that
may have
occurred.

Sam Knight
(928) 783-9362, ext. 35

Public Relations
& Special Events

Special Projects
& Development

Education Center
(928) 783-9362, ext. 32

Financial Stock & Property
Contributions, Planned Gifts &
Charitable Trusts

Family Shelter
(928) 783-9362, ext. 30

Bill Esmeier
(928) 783-9362, ext. 19

Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, ext. 13

Volunteer Involvement

Fundraising Events, Group
Presentations, Gifts of Goods,
Food, Services and Vehicles.

Individual, Church & Corporate
Volunteer Groups, Service Clubs &
Community Service

Barbara Rochester
(928) 726-0491, ext. 17

Margene Nutt
(928) 726-0491, ext. 20

Board of Directors:
Gene Dalbey
Chairman

Charles Craig
Vice Chairman

Dennis Krill
Secretary

Ralph Williams
Treasurer

Ema Lea Shoop
Past Chairman

Recovery Center
(928) 783-9362, ext. 22

Serenity House
(928) 783-5642

Chuck Dodd

Lenora Werley

Dennis Wong

Advisory
Council:

Doug Mellon

Cindy Rosandich

Margene Nutt

Devon Howard

Dale Sandahl

Mel Swanson

Anthony Young

Francisco Galindo

Michael Shelton

Atilio Giangreco

Frank Irr

Mike Friends

Rev. Rick Seltzer

Bill Buster

Frank Orendain

Mildred McNeal

Tom Anderson

Bonnie Bean

Jayme Clark

Paul Bensel

Tom Mannan

Caryl Stanley

Joanne Stover

Paul Heebink

Sarah Lydick

Cassandra Carranza

Larry Bryce

Stewart Bradshaw

Don Olsen
Joanne Jett
John Wiser

Chairman

2ND CHANCE
Find Quality Items at a

Good Price!
2291 E. Palo Verde St
OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

(928) 314-0684
Rolle
School
Pacific Ave.

Chapel and Devotion Speakers,
Special Presentations, Church
Events & Worship Teams

Sam’s
Club

Ministry Opportunities

Visit Our Thrift Store:

WalMart
Center

Contact us to help or for help...

Palo Verde St.

2ND CHANCE

N

To schedule a free pick up
of your donations CALL:

726-0491
Ext. 20

Visit us at: www.crossroadsmission.org

The purpose of
Crossroads
Mission is to
help
disadvantaged,
disabled and
disenfranchised
individuals and
families achieve
a better quality
of life.
P.O. Box 1161 . Yuma, AZ 85365-1161
www.crossroadsmission.org . 783-9362
Celebrating 45 Years of Service • 1959-2004
Yuma, AZ
Permit No. 110
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