
Constructing Miracles!
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Miracles still happen and one is in the works 
at Crossroads Mission!  That miracle is the 

construction of a new Family Shelter and Academic 
Center building.

We need to raise one million dollars to make it happen.  
This final fundraising stage has become a community-
wide project thanks to the support of several area 
churches, especially The Vertical Church and Pastor Jason 
Taylor.  An action group called “Constructing Miracles” 
was formed to plan events and strategies to reach the goal.

One of those events was the Sermon on the “Mount” 
with Dr. Lew Sterrett.  Over 700 people showed up to 
watch him train and ride an unbroken horse and compare 
its attitudes with how we relate to God.  It was a huge 
success!

So far we have raised $8,250.  We have a long way to 
go but we trust that God will help us make this prayer into 
a reality.  We invite you to be a part of the miracle.  Visit 
our website or constructingmiracles.org to learn more.  
Or, contact Bill Donnelly at 928-210-4525 to coordinate 
your own fundraising event to benefit the new shelter.

Working together towards a $1,000,000 goal

Pastor Jason

Dr. Lew Sterrett & Myra Garlit



Dear Friends of Crossroads Mission:  With the arrival of cooler weather, the staff and 
volunteers are excited to have relief from the hot desert weather.   Now we must prepare 

for harsh, winter weather. We know from our 51-year history, that winter in the desert can be 
just as deadly to the homeless as the summer.  Last winter, we opened an overflow shelter for 
the Family Shelter because the shelter was filled and folks had no place to go as the building 
was at capacity.  Men were sleeping on the floor with just a blanket and were happy to be able 
to do so.  Winter brings problems of a different kind to a rescue mission.

Just because you are getting this newsletter means that you have or had a connection 
with Crossroads Mission and I thank you for that.  During these rough economic times we 
are experiencing a decrease in donations and an increase in need.  While the shelters remain 
close to capacity most days, we are finding that folks need to stay longer because there are 

fewer jobs in this area.  We have heard unemployment rates are 
over 25% in Yuma County.  That’s the second highest rate in 
the nation.  That makes it tough for many families, men, and 
women.  Every day people tell me of how they have looked for 
work.  Many have tried to become innovative in earning money 
by selling scrap metals, taking day jobs, mowing lawns--just 
to name a few.  The sad truth is that when a family is trying to 
feed their kids or a man is trying to earn money to just survive, 
it may mean an increase in crime rates for our county as well.  
We try to prevent that by helping folks increase their job skills, 
continue their education, keep abreast of which companies are 
hiring, and working with local businesses who do need workers.    
The staff of Crossroads does everything that can be done to 
make this place a better community.  Your donations, whether 
in-kind or cash, are important in helping us meet the needs.  I 
know in times like this that our donors are having a hard time 
making ends meet as well.  To all of you, who give, thank you!  
To all of you who can’t give thank you.  Whatever the case may 
be, please remember us in your prayers.  

This newsletter is yours.  We use this media to inform you, to remind you of the good 
work that we do, and to explain our programs and services to you.  I would love to hear your 
ideas about making an improvement to this historic document.  

As we are fast approaching Christmas, you are invited to come join us at our three-day 
celebration.  We use these three days to outreach to the homeless and the addicted.  We have 
seen miracles happen during this time.  Volunteers come to the mission in droves to help.  
Cleaning tables, helping in the kitchen, or just talking to the homeless are all important 
functions at these events.  Please join us!  Merry Christmas!  

Myra E. Garlit
M.Ed., LISAC

Executive Director
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But thou, when thou prayest, enter 
into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which seeth in 

secret shall reward thee openly.
—Matthew 6:6 (KJV)

We invite you to share your 
prayer requests with us on our 
website.  You may also call us 
or write to us. Please remember 
Crossroads Mission’s special 
requests:
•	 Our outreach projects and 

special events
That we may reach the many 
people who need services through 
our outreach efforts and special 
events and that they accept our 
help.

•	 An increase of donations, 
especially for our special 
events 
That our in-kind and financial 
donations increase to continue 
the many services that we offer.  
(in-kind donations are donations 
of goods such as food, clothing, 
blankets, furniture, etc.)

•	 All the people involved 
with Crossroads Mission
All of our clients, guests, 
volunteers, Board members, staff, 
and staff's family members.

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.  —Romans 12:12 (NIV)

Read Myra's BLOG! Go to: 
crossroadsmission.org 

and click on
"Director's Blog"

Please consider helping us with 
some of our basic needs:
• Food, for pantry and events. 
• Jackets, blankets, and warm clothing.
• Socks & underwear (new) for men, 

women, and children—in all sizes.
• General toiletries, personal 

care items, and bath towels.

Did you know...
that we depend on your food donations?  
Less than 3% of our food comes from the 
Food Bank, we purchase approximately 
12%, and 85% comes from YOUR food 

drives and donations.  Call Barbara today, 
we can help you plan your next fundraiser!

“The sad truth 
is that when a 
family is trying to 
feed their kids or 
a man is trying 
to earn money 
to just survive, 
it may mean an 
increase in crime 
rates for our 
county as well.”

Winter & Economy Struggles



My name is Iesha and I am a recovering addict.  
I was brought to the mission because of my 

drug addiction.  I came to the rehab and in the 
first three months of my program my mom was 
very sick always going in and out of the hospital 
and at the same time trying to take care of my two 
children for me.  While in the program I received 
a call that my mother had a mild heart attack and 
she could no longer care for the kids.  I had to talk 
to Rene and Myra about bringing my kids here with 
me so I could finish the program.  Myra agreed to 
allow my kids to live with me at the shelter while I 
did the drug rehab program for my last month.  I 
am the first person they have done this with 
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and it was a good thing for me.  I graduated the 
rehab program and moved home with my mother 
and children.  Having my kids with me while going 
through rehab helped me a lot.  It got me back into 
their lives and being a mother to them.  Now I am 
involved in everything my kids do, from activities to 
holidays, to even school.  I play an active role in my 
children’s lives now.  While we were at the mission 
I found God and was able to bring Him into my 
children’s lives.  We continue to go to church and 
stay in the Word.  I believe it is very important for 
a new family shelter to be built so other ladies can 
have the opportunity to get the help they need and 
still have their children in their lives.

The new family shelter building will have 
enough room for parents receiving treatment 

to have their children stay with them.  
Crossroads Mission will be one of two such 
programs in Arizona to offer such a benefit 

to its recovery program participants.  

“Anything for the Mission”
Iesha tells her story of how Crossroads changed her life
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Food, shelter, and drug recovery are perhaps the 
first things that come to mind when thinking 

about Crossroads Mission.  However, transformation 
and restoration of lives is really what Crossroads is 
all about.  To achieve true change we believe that 
God must be involved.  He is the one that brings true 
transformation and restoration.  “Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 
gone, the new is here!” 2 Corinthinas 5:17.  That 
is why for the 2nd consecutive year we have hosted 
spiritual conferences for men and women.

This year, the women’s conference “Stepping Into 
The Light” was held at the Civic Center and it was 
open to the public.  With the support of area churches 
we were able to have two days filled with music, 
speakers and breakout sessions.  It was an awesome 
time where God certainly transformed lives of many 
women!

The men, too, had their 
conference at the main campus filled 
with speakers and powerful sharing.  
Thanks to the Yuma Territorial Prison they 
were able to culminate their time 
together with a tour of the park as 
a powerful illustration of 
the shackled life a person 
lives without God.

It really is a privilege to 
be a front row spectator 
of God’s power at 
work!  Thank you 
to all who made it 
all possible!

Transformation
& Restoration

The men toured the Yuma Territorial Prison and 
shared in group prayer during their conference.

Ruby Ewing led 
a time of special 

praise and worship 
during the women’s 

conference.
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Crossroads Mission 
is the proud winner 

of the Heart of Yuma 
award in the category of 
Outstanding Non-Profit 
Agency!
The award is given by 

the Yuma Community 
Foundation to 
individuals, companies, 
and organizations who 
make a difference in our 
community.
We are thrilled to own 

such a title and our 
desire is to continue 
being an important part 
of Yuma County.  We 
want to keep that heart 
safe, sober, healthy, and 
loving God!

Training, training, and 
more training!  That 

is something the staff at 
Crossroads Mission is 
constantly doing.  From 
required online courses 
to first aid and CPR, to 
specialized Case Manager 
or Peer Support Specialist 
certification courses - we 
have it all.

Our staff is both caring 
and knowledgeable.  
Constant professional 
development is something 
that we’re proud of.  Our 
goal is to be leaders in our 
fields of work and to offer 
the best possible service.

Let’s Talk Tax Credits...

Professionals at Work

credit, you must also subtract 
the donation from your Arizona 
itemized deductions. The credit 
is allowed in addition to other 
Arizona credits, such as those 
from donations to schools.

Donations must be 
postmarked or delivered 
to Crossroads Mission by 
December 31, 2010 - hurry! 
Use this form to send in your 
donation today.

For questions or to get a 
more detailed brochure call Bill 
Donnelly, Development Director 
at (928) 210-4525.

Believe it or not, it’s time 
to start thinking about our 

taxes!
If you make an end-of-the-

year donation to Crossroads 
Mission, you may qualify for 
a dollar-for-dollar Arizona tax 
credit. The maximum tax credit 
is $400 for married taxpayers 
or $200 for married filing 
separately, single or unmarried 
heads-of-households.

To qualify for the credit, report 
the donation on Arizona Form 
321. You must itemize your 
deductions. If you are using the 

Full Name: _______________________________

Address:  _________________________________

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________

Phone No.:________________________________

E-mail:  __________________________________

Amount: ______________ Check No.: _________

Mail to: Crossroads Mission * P.O. Box 1161 * Yuma, AZ 85366-1161

Participating donations will be used for services to provide assistance to 
the needy. The maximum credit is $200 per individual (a total of $400 for a 
married couple).  These donations are pursuant to A.R.S. Section 43-1088. 
For additional information, consult your tax advisor or go to www.azdor.gov.  

Credit card donations can also be made online at
www.crossroadsmission.org, or by calling (928) 726-0491

Get up to $400 for joint filing!

The
       of 
Yuma!

COMPLETED!
Positive Attitude Training for 
Directors and Coordinators

COMPLETED!
Peer Support Specialist 

Certification Training
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A special thank 
you to Lawyer 

Candy Camarena for 
his latest donation to 
Crossroads Mission in 
the amount of $5000!
Candy is a long-time 
friend of the Mission 
and has shown his 
support throughout 
the years.  We are 
thankful for friends 
like him that make 
Crossroads Mission’s 
mission their mission. 
Picture: Bill Donnelly, 
Myra Garlit, and 
Candy Camarena 
pose with the check.

Veterans are important at Crossroads 
Mission!  We do our very best to honor 

them and to thank them for their service 
and sacrifice through our service to them.

Unfortunately, the reality of homeless 
veterans exists.  It breaks our hearts to 
welcome young and old veterans to our 
shelters.  Some are burdened with tough 
emotional and mental struggles and 
disabilities that make it difficult to hold a 
job and keep a house.

We work closely with local and state 
veteran’s services to get them the help 
they need.  God bless our veterans!

Pictures: We participated in the 
Veteran’s parade as a way of showing our 

appreciation.

THANK YOU!!!  For 
your support during 
the last months  We 
could not have done 
the many special events 
and provided as many 
services without your 
help.  Our promise to you 
is one of accountability, 
transparency, and good 
stewardship.
Did you know that for 

every dollar you donate 
to Crossroads Mission, 
only 3 cents are used for 
administration costs?
We are careful on how 

we spend because it's 
not our money - it's 
your money, and God's 
money!Thank You!

Honoring Our 
Veterans!

Continued Support:
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What Your Gifts Made Possible:
DEPARTMENT JUL AUG SEP

  KiTchEN

MEALS 11660 11443 10013
  FAMiLy ShELTER

BED NiGhTS 857 839 841
iNDiViDUALS 73 57 80

chiLDREN 21 10 20
  MEN'S ShELTER

BED NiGhTS 3723 3803 3515
iNDiViDUALS 125 128 112

  NEw LiFE REcoVERy PRoGRAM

ENTERED 11 4 5
GRADUATES 8 7 12

  cAREER & AcADEMic cENTER

STUDENTS 105 102 142
hoURS STUDiED 969.5 995 1169

GEDS 3 2 1
  SERENiTy coMPLEx

BED NiGhTS 279 217 240
iNDiViDUALS 9 7 8

  hARMoNy hoME

BED NiGhTS 142 120 111

iNDiViDUALS 5 4 4
  GiViNG

cLoThES 4137 5816 14125
FURNiTURE 71 63 53

Memorial Gifts:

Every effort is made to assure that all names are correct.
We apologize for any errors that may have occurred.

Our deepest sympathies are with those who have lost loved ones.  A memorial 
gift to Crossroads Mission is a special way to offer hope to the needy in the 

name of a friend or family member.
In Memory Of:
Audrey Podalsky ........................... By Charles & Sharon Craig 
Bryan .............................................. By Richard P Lopez
Connie Hey .................................... By Charles & Sharon Craig
Clayton Campbell ......................... By Karen E Campbell
Cloyce Hillsinger III...................... By Allen L Christensen
David Irr ........................................ By Charles & Sharon Craig 
Estella Briones ............................... By Karen Hoffman
James Don Mohr ........................... By Albert Prich
Jeane Fairman ............................... By Charles & Sharon Craig 
John Concannon............................ By Anonymous
John Concannon............................ By Anonymous
John Concannon............................ By Aros Reeves
John Concannon............................ By Charles & Sharon Craig
John Concannon............................ By Geri L Diddier
John Concannon............................ By Myra Garlit
John Concannon............................ By Patricia B Erwin
John Concannon............................ By Rick Ploski
John Paul Redemacher ................. By Richard P Lopez
Mothers Sozan/Laura ................... By Dennis M Burhans
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By DeeDee Stalder
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By Donna, Sunni, & Ashley 
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By Juli Jessen
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By Lucille Blair
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By Robyn Suciu
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By The Morris Family
Sarah Beth Novick ........................ By Tom Edwards
Stan Lane ....................................... By Aros Reeves
Stan Lane ....................................... By Carl Jorgensen
Stan Lane ....................................... By Karen Hoffman
Stan Lane ....................................... By Linda Lane
Stan Lane ....................................... By Michael Cook
Stan Lane ....................................... By Rachel Cook
Stephens Jr. .................................... By Charles & Sharon Craig
Ronnie Adams................................ By Anonymous
Ronnie Adams................................ By Myra Garlit

Missing You!
S aying goodbye to great co-workers and friends is 

never pleasant.  This quarter we were faced with 
the sadness of the parting of two great ambassadors 
of God: John Concannon, Men’s Shelter Director 
(left); and Ronnie Adams, Data Entry Coordinator 
(right).  They both lived a life of service and 
enjoyed making a difference at Crossroads 
Mission.  We had the great honor of serving 
side by side with them and we can’t help but 
miss them.
“Thank you God for knowing them and for 
the hope of one day seeing them again!”



Tom Mannan, Chairman
Chris Hoppstetter, Vice Chairman
Robyn Stallworth-Pouquett, Secretary
Doug Mellon, Treasurer
Dennis Krill, Past Chairman 
Alex Montoya
Charles Craig
Gene Dalbey
Geerick Anderson
Mary Cordery
Mike Skinner
Ralph Williams
Sally Doyle
Tom Anderson

www.crossroadsmission.org

The purpose of Crossroads Mission is to help disabled, disadvantaged and disenfranchised individuals and families 
achieve a better quality of life. We are a 501(c)3, Private Nonprofit Organization serving the homeless, needy and poor of 
Yuma County without regard to race, color, national origin, religious background, age, sex or handicap.  (Alternative format 
and reasonable accommodations available upon request.)  We depend on the contributions of concerned individuals and 
organizations.  All contributions are tax-deductible.  We are a member in good standing of the Association of Gospel Rescue 
Missions.  We partner with the State of Arizona, DES, Yuma Community Food Bank, FEMA & Cenpatico of Arizona.  We do not 
solicit in front of stores or door to door.  Please report any impostors to us immediately.  News for Our Partners is a quarterly 
publication for the friends and supporters of Crossroads Mission.  We welcome comments about the content of the newsletter.  
If there are issues you want to hear about, please let us know.  

P.O. Box 1161  .  Yuma, AZ  85366-1161

Member of the Association of Gospel
Rescue Missions.   www.agrm.org
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NUMBERS TO KNOW
Executive Director
Myra Garlit (928) 726-0491, Ext. 15

Ministry Opportunities
Chapel and Devotion Speakers, Special 
Presentations, Church Events & Worship Teams
Sam Knight (928) 783-9362, Ext. 11

Public Relations & Special Events
Fundraising Events, Group Presentations, Gifts of 
Goods, Food, Services and Vehicles.
Barbara Rochester (928) 726-0491, Ext. 17

Major Gifts & Development
Financial Stock & Property Contributions, Planned 
Gifts & Charitable Trusts
Bill Donnelly (928) 210-4525

Newsletters & Website
Azucena Solorzano (928) 261-9836

Volunteer Involvement
Individual, Church & Corporate Volunteer Groups, 
Service Clubs & Community Service
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 20

2nd Chance Bargain Center & Pick-up Line
(928) 726-0491, Ext. 18

Administration Offices
(928) 726-0491

Career & Academic Center
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 31

Harmony Home - Women’s Transitional
(928) 783-5906

Family Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 30

Main Campus
(928) 783-9362

Men’s Shelter
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 13

First Step Center - OPEN 24 HRS.
(928) 783-9362, Ext. 22

Serenity Housing - Men’s Transitional
(928) 783-5642

2ND CHANCE
BArgAiN CENtEr

Video 
Store

KIAWalMart 
Center

PALO VERDE ST.

PA
CI

FI
C 

AV
E.

Rolle 
School

2ND CHANCE

To Schedule a FREE pick up of 
your donations call:

726-0491
Extension 18

2291 E. Palo Verde St
OPEN  MONDAY - FRIDAY

8:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Find Quality Items at a Great Price!

Board of Directors: Advisory Council:

Allen Brown
Atilio Giangreco
Betty Denise
Betty Furtwangler
Billy Badilla
Caryl Stanley
Charles Craig
Connie Hannafin
Craig Crossland
Dana Davidson
Dennis Sorrels
Donna Perrott
Ema Lea Shoop
Francisco Galindo
Frank Irr
Frank Orendain
George Davis
Jerry Tams

Joan Day
John McMarran
Judi Hipp
Lenora Werley
Lois Galyardt
Lynette Toepfer
Maggie Elmer
Mary Shane
Mike Friends
Paul Bensel
Renee McRay
Rick Parr
Robert Hayworth
Rose Hill
Sonya Grimaldi
Tim Conovaloff
Sam Day
Stewart Bradshaw

Mike Shelton, Chairman

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Gifts in Honor:
In Honor of:
Noman Rockwell ........................... By “Jeanne Watterberg
......................................................... Yuma Square and Round
......................................................... Dance Association”

A Gift in Honor to Crossroads Mission is a great way to honor a special 
person with a gift  that will help the needy.  Honor gifts make great birthday, 

anniversary, or recognition award.


